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The sad news is that Norm Binns passed away on 1st July 2022.  He is shown 
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Norm, born on 9th July 1933, had been the Cub’s vice-president, auctioneer and 
publicity officer for decades. He joined the Club in 1984.  He was the “public 
face” of philately in Orange for a long time.  He will be missed. 
 

 
 

Norm Binns, above, with customer at our 2016 Spring Fair, and below, with Col. 
Davidson. 
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THIS COMING ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS 

ON THIS TUESDAY 26th JULY 

2022 
 

Our next meeting is at the Orange 

Cultural Centre at 7.30 on Tuesday 

26th July 2022. 

 

Our next monthly coin & 

stamp mini-fair is in the 

Orange Cultural Centre is still 

planned for Saturday 6th August 

2022 from 9 to about 1pm.  

 

 
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair 

are held in the Orange Cultural 

Centre building Sale St, Orange. It’s 

the building that used to be a 

school. It’s on the right hand side as 

you enter the Woolworths Car Park. 

The building is sort of opposite 

Harris Farm Market, but entrance is 

from the mini-park on the Sale St 

frontage 
 

OUR NEXT CLUB ‘NIGHT’ 

MEETING AFTER THE MARCH 

2022 ONE IS ON TUESDAY 30th 

AUGUST 2022 
 

Our next night-time, monthly meeting, is 

on Tuesday 30th August 2022 at 7.30pm.  

The Club always meets on the last Tuesday 

of each month, except in December. 

 

OUR EXPO 2022 DEALERS PLEASE 

KEEP SUPPORTING THEM AT 

EXPO 2022   

Dealers who attended our 20212 Expo were: - 

 Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 

www.wynyardcoins.com.au  

 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) – PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 

A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044) 

Buying and Selling 
 

  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 

6362 2368, E-mail: 

howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying 

and Selling – Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  
 

 Pittwater Philatelic Service – (John 

Pearson) Newport Beach. Phone 

(02)9979 1561 Email: 

pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au  
 

 Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown. 

NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email – 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-

wide stamps bought and sold  
 

 AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of Long 

Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. Email: - 

aaastamps@yahoo.com.au Buying & 

selling World stamps  
 

OUR ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING WILL FOLLOW THE 

NORMAL NONTHLY MEETING 

ON TUESDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 

2022 

 

The annual general meeting is on 27th 

September 2022 
 

mailto:pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
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DATES FOR 2022 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 26th July 2022 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Saturday 

morning mini fair, Saturday 6th August 2022 

at the Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St, 9-

12.30 

 

Petersham Fair, Petersham Town Hall, 

Sunday 31st July 2022, Crystal St, Petersham 

 

Bendigo Philatelic Society’s Stamp Fair on 

6th August 2022, St Andrews Uniting Church 

Hall, 24 Myers St, Bendigo, Vic. 

 

Bendigo Coin & Collectables Club’s Mini 

Coin Fair on Saturday 6th August 2022, 9-4, 

at Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet St, 

Bendigo, Vic. 
 

ANPEX 2022 Adelaide single frame 

exhibition, 20-21 August 2022. 

Commemorates the Sesquicentenary of the 

completion of the Overland Telegraph Line 

from Adelaide to Darwin.  

See apf.org.au/sa/apex 22 
 

Antarctic Stamp and Postcard Exhibition, 

Hobart Docks, Hobart.  Princes Wharf No 1. 

26-28 August 2022.  The Antarctic Stamp 

Exhibition is a non-competitive exhibition of 

Antarctic stamps, postcards, postal history 

and other collectibles. 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 30th August 2022 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Melbourne 2022 FIAP International Stamp 

& Coin Show. The 2022 Exhibition 

Committee regret to advise that the 

Melbourne 38th FIAP exhibition that was 

planned for this September has been 

postponed to March/April 2024,  
 

Mudgee Coin, Note & Stamp Club display 

table at the Lawson Park Markets, Mudgee on 

10th September 2022, 8.30-12.30. Contact 

Alex on 0478 766 762 

 

PHILAS Auction #141, 12noon Saturday 17 

September 2022. PHILAS House, 

Darlinghurst.  200 lots only but core of 

auction is the Ron Flowers Collection. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting 

followed by annual general meeting. 

7.30pm on Tuesday 30th August 2022 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Petersham Fair, Petersham Town Hall, 

Sunday 30th October 2022, Crystal St, 

Petersham 
 

PHILAS Auction #142, 12noon Saturday 17 

November 2022. PHILAS House, 

Darlinghurst.   
 

Wagga 2-day Stamp & Coin Fair, 26th and 

27th November 2022, Sturt Primary School, 

Kooringal, Wagga 
 

Hobart one-frame Stampshow, 19-21 May 

2023 at the Hobart Town Hall. 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB 
 

Items for this newsletter need to be posted to the 

Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -PO Box 

9113, ORANGE 2800.  They can always also be 

e-mailed to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au  

Phone 62 614 873 
 

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO CASH! 

GET SOME PAGES READY FOR THE 

CLUB’S EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin Richardson said that the stamp & coin 

circuit books are both circulating. Colin needs 

coin and stamp pages for the next circuit books.   

Stamp Book #93 is still circulating.  

Colin is very keen to get more sheets for the next 

books.   He can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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Thanks to community radio 2MCE 92.3 Bathurst and 94.7 Orange for their Expo 2022 
publicity 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 19 WITH “Simpy” 
 
The following items have been sourced from the Australian Post Office Philatelic Bulletin. 
 
April 1970: There was a four-page article on the Captain James Cook Bicentenary stamps – five x 5 cent 
stamps printed se-tenant to give a mural effect, one 30 cent stamp and a mini sheet. 
 
Wagga Wagga, Centenary of Local Government was celebrated in March 1970 with a special; postmarker 
available from 12th – 21st March. The bulletin reported 10,508 ordinary and 39 registered articles were 
postmarked. I have seen many ordinary covers but cannot recall seeing a registered one. As there were 
only 39, they must be quite rare. 
 
June 1970: A report was provided on the Australian National Philatelic Exhibition (ANPEX) held in Sydney 
from 27th April until 1st May at the Wentworth Hotel and it attracted 20,000 visitors. The Cook miniature 
sheet was privately overprinted with 50,000 copies being on sale. 
 
Another item was titled “The Lyrebird on Stamps”. 
 
August 1970: A temporary post office with a special postmarker was available at the Windsor Girl Guides 
Muster from 22nd – 29th August. 
 
October 1970: New postal charges were to apply from 1st October, 1970 with the basic letter and postcard 
rate within Australia increasing from 5 cents to six cents. 
 
Philatelic Services “The Australian Post Office is aware of the increasing popularity of stamp collecting 
both in Australia and overseas and in order to meet customer demand, several philatelic services have 
been introduced over recent months.” The services were listed as – Official First Day Covers, Souvenir 
Packs and Philatelic Handbooks. 
 
The Horseshoe Bend post office and Cobb & Co coach station in the Swan Hill Folk Museum has been 
converted into a working post office and is now officially known as the Swan Hill Folk Museum Post Office. 
 
First day of issue postmarker facilities have been extended to an additional 181 offices throughout 
Australia bringing the total number of post offices where this facility is available to 273. 
 
December 1970: The letter receiver at the summit of Mount Kosciusko was re-opened on 14th December 
1970 for philatelic mail during the 1970-71 summer season. All letters posted in the box up to 28th March, 
1971 will receive a special pictorial hand postmark. The service does not cater for registered mail. 
 
Statistics were provided for the number of items postmarked with a special postmarker in relation to the 
10th International Veteran and Vintage Car Rally with the number in brackets indicating the number of 
registered items: Sydney 5,200 (20), Canberra 6,217 (10), Wagga Wagga 4,514 (6), Albury 5,522 (7), 
Shepparton 5,552 (8) and Melbourne 4,148 (nil). 
 
February 1971: This bulletin announced the end of a scheme whereby with the introduction of decimal 
currency on 14 February 1966, pre-decimal stamps could be exchanged at post offices for decimal 
currency stamps of equivalent value. The scheme ended on 13 February 1971. 
 
It also advised: In future philatelic sales of Australian commemorative stamps will not be continued for 
more than six months after the date of issue. 
 
A total of 345 Australian Post Offices are now equipped with first day of issue postmarkers - an increase of 
69. 
 
April 1971: This bulletin contained the first part of an article on the Production of Engraved Stamps and 
was concluded in the June 1971 bulletin. 
 
June 1971: The souvenir pack containing the Cook Bicentenary stamps has been awarded a gold medal 
by the National Packaging Association. 
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MELBOURNE MINT ESSAY OF THE £5 ADELAIDE 

MINT COIN SELLS for $1.5 MILLION AT MONACO 

AUCTION 

 

 
 

The recent auction at MDC Monaco featured an incredibly rare Australian £5 essay, described 

as a 'museum piece' and one of only seven minted, which fetched an incredible €800,000. 

The numismatic sale at MDC Monaco featured an array of world coins, but it was £5 gold 

coin essay from Australia that stole the headlines, achieving a record-breaking price for an 

Australian coin at auction.  \The Victorian Mint £5 essay of the coin meant for the Adelaide 

Mint feature a design created by Joshua Payne in 1852. Just seven copies of the coin were 

minted in 1921 using the original die. 
 

South Australia was officially established as an Edward Gibbon Wakefield (no convicts) 

colony on the 28 December 1836.   It became an autonomous colony in 1856 with the 

ratification of a new constitution by the British parliament. 
 

In 1851, the discovery of gold sparked a gold rush in neighbouring western Victoria. Much of 

the gold was exported through Adelaide.   The engraver Joshua Payne produced designs for 

legal tender gold coins in values of 10 shillings, £1 and £5, but only the £1 coin was minted 

and used.   In 1921, the Melbourne Mint struck seven essays from the dies of the £5 coin, 

modelled on Joshua Payne’s coin from 1852. Another essay is known at the Victorian 

Museum in Melbourne. 
 

Australia's first legal tender gold coin was the Adelaide One Pound  coin, struck from 

Australian gold and dies made locally at the Government Assay Office at Adelaide in South 

Australia. There was a shortfall of coins in the mid 1800's because of the gold rush and the 

newly populated colonies. The government needed a way of converting gold nuggets to 

currency. South Australia’s Bullion Act was therefore amended to allow the assay office to 

strike Ten Shilling, One Pound and Five Pound gold coins. Only the One Pound gold coin 

ended up being struck for circulation.  
 

In 1852 this first Adelaide Pound was struck without Royal assent. Because it wasn't given 

royal approval there is some conjecture over whether it can be officially called a coin and or 

whether it is just a coin shaped ingot guaranteed to be worth one pound. In late 1852 the 

coins were found to have a higher intrinsic value than the one pound face value (almost 2 

shillings more of gold value) so they were withdrawn with a large number also exported by 

English profiteers to London where they were melted down for their gold content. Minting 

was ceased on 13th Feb 1853. After this Royal refusal of the minting was received but by 

then the coins had already been minted, served their purpose and been withdrawn. • 
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VALE BARRY DEAN, 1941-2022 
 

Barry Dean and Joan Dean had been members of our Club since 2009. 
 

They were both active stamp-collecting members. They provided significant 

support on the front desk for our 2-day shows.  
 

Barry passed away on 22nd June 2022 after more than 12 months of ill-health. 

He was born at Ouyen in Victoria on 3rd September 1941.  
 

Barry had 7½ years Army service in the Army as a 2nd lieutenant in the 1st Field 

Regiment of the Royal Australian Artillery. He had overseas service in Vietnam 

with the 103rd Field Battery in Vietnam in 1966. 

 
The 103rd Field Battery arrived at Vung Tau, South Vietnam, in May 1966. The 

following month the battery moved by air to Nui Dat, joining the 105th Field 

Battery and the 161st Field Battery, Royal New Zealand Artillery, in a regimental 

gun area in the southern sector of the Australian base. The 103rd Field Battery 

remained at Nui Dat over the next two months, leaving the base briefly for a "Road 

Runner" operation and temporary relocation to a position south of Binh Ba in order 

to provide additional artillery support for Operation Holsworthy (5-18 August).  

 

The highlight of the battery's tour of duty in Vietnam was its involvement in the 

battle of Long Tan (18 August). The night before the battle the Australian base at 

Nui Dat received a mortar attack, with many enemy rounds falling into the 

regimental artillery area. During the attack the 103rd Field Battery suffered two 

casualties, one of whom had to be evacuated to Australia. Throughout the battle, 
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gunners from the battery worked desperately in driving rain and failing light to 

provide artillery support for the hard-pressed infantrymen of the 6th Battalion, 

Royal Australian Regiment (6RAR). With ad hoc teams of labourers maintaining 

supplies of ammunition to the guns, the battery was able to fire over 1,000 rounds 

during the battle. The 103rd Field Battery, moreover, was the only artillery unit to 

be supplied by air during the battle when ammunition was brought in by a Chinook 

helicopter. In order not to present a stationary target to the enemy, the helicopter 

did not stop; it rolled along the ground nose-up, unloading pallets of ammunition 

as it went. 
 

In 1966 Barry married Joan Wheeler. 
 

After Army service they lived in Melbourne and worked for a time in real estate. 

The couple moved to Orange in 1973.  They helped out with Joan’s father’s 

business, Orange Sandman, which they eventually took over. 
 

Barry Dean’s notoriety really came from his association with the world of model 

railways.  Dean’s Model Railways had a shop in Lords Place.  They had a not-so-

small, mobile model train exhibit which used to travel around the hobbyist circuit 

shows. 

 

 
 

In 2006 the Orange Sandman business was sold and Barry and Joan moved to 

Clergate, 8km north of town. 
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The outdoor model railway that they had at Clergate rivalled the one in the park in 

Orange.  The indoor model train set-up has been described as “spectacular”.  Barry 

could always be found pottering around in his bib-&-brace train-mans’ overalls 

with his matching engine-driver’s hat. 

 

When he retired he also found time for his other interest – his stamp collection. 
 

Barry and Joan Dean were always at work the front desk at our two-day shows. 

They helped our Club in so many ways. Barry served as a committee member.   

Although he had been seriously ill for at least the last twelve months, he will be 

greatly missed. 

 

• • •   • 

 
 

The mammoth World War Two Exhibition takes place at 

Bathurst Showground from Friday 12th to 15th August, 2022. See attached poster on page 7. 
  
I can provide a jpeg image for you to use on Facebook if required.  
  

Scroll down - The World War 2 Exhibition basically 

covers 
  
 Four pavilions of displays, demonstrations, 

talks and Last Post Ceremony 
 2000 plus wartime images, most rarely seen 
 Over 4000 plus items of wartime artefacts 

and memorabilia 
 St Stanislaus’ College Damien Parer photo display. 

 30 plus restored WW2 military vehicles 
 20 plus WW2 re-enactors 
 Three different Powerpoint screens 
 Replica of an outdoor Army theatre showing WW2 

newsreels 
 And lots more 
  
Lest we forget  
  
Alan McRae - Curator   63315404 - Vice President  
Bathurst District Historical Society 
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TONY READ’S JUNE 2022 TALK TO THE CLUB:-  

 – THE ADELAIDE ASSAY OFFICE INGOTS AND THE 

ADELAIDE POUNDS 
 

Tony began by saying that the Gold Rush at Ophir was in May 1851 and the centre of action had 

moved to Victoria within a few months. Half of the adult population of Adelaide had ended up 

moving to Victoria in the search for gold.  
 

The crippling effects of this labour drain were further compounded by the Adelaide monetary 

system being bled dry of circulating coinage. Prospective miners obviously needed to support 

themselves until they found a payable gold strike (an uncertain event at least weeks, if not months 

away), and as such took as much hard currency to Mount Alexander as they could get their hands 

on. This made it nigh impossible to conduct even the simplest daily transaction, and business in 

Adelaide largely ground to a halt. Matters did not improve until some of the men began to return 

to Adelaide in early January 1852, bringing with them some £50,000 worth of gold. 
 

This caused “big problems” in South Australia so that state started to offer higher prices for gold.  

A number of mercantile and SA Legislative Assembly interests approached the South Australian 

governor and the government, asking that the state set up an Adelaide Assay Office.  
 

Because the Royal Mint in London had a monopoly on coin production, they had the idea of 

producing small gold ingots, stamped with the fineness of the gold at its mass.  The fineness was 

expressed in carats. These ingots could then be exchanged at banks for banknotes.  
 

These gold ingots were produced between 4 March 1852 and September 1852.  
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Of the many Adelaide Ingots that were produced between March 4th 1852 and late 1852, just 

eight remain in existence. 
 

The ingots were criticised for their lack of uniformity – due to the variation in deposits made to 

the Assay Office, each ingot was unique in shape, colour and purity. Conventional economic 

theory states that money has several basic characteristics – durability, portability, divisibility, and 

convenience are among them. The fact that the Ingots were neither divisible nor convenient 

meant that they were destined to be short-lived. 
 

Not only were the ingots not conducive to circulating as money, but also the banks felt quite 

restricted in their obligations to holding them 

On 23rd January 1852, a Mr George Francis (the Assay Office Assayer) advised the 

Lieutenant Governor Young that it would not be possible to produce ingots of a uniform 

standard by casting, and that the only method by which this could be achieved was by rolling 

or laminating the metal. A second type of ingot was produced in a completely different style 

– the metal is much thinner.  

In 2009, Barry Windsor found two Adelaide Ingots in the United States. One sold for 

US$1,375,000.   Museums rummaged through their collections, but only could be located in 

public collections around the world; with only the two in private hands. 

 

Tony showed one with “SAWTELL” inscribed in the corner.  It was an electrotype – a gold-

plated copy. 

 

The Adelaide ingot, from which Tony’s electrotype  replica was made, had been originally 

owned by goldminer, businessman and member of parliament, Thomas Reynolds, primary 

school headmaster, Thomas Walters, and Edwin Sawtell, a clockmaker and optician who 

observed stars to keep time for Adelaide and visiting ships, provided weather reports, and 

trained several instrument makers. Sawtell, in business from 1853 to 1889, made, or 

commissioned another person to make, several electrotypes for sale to coin collectors, and 

stamped them with his name to indicate their origin. This showed that he was not creating 

counterfeit currency. 
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George Wilkins also made some electrotypes of an Adelaide ingot in the 1960’s, from one 

held in the New South Wales State Library, probably illegally.   

In 1973, a Wilkins electrotype was first sold at a Geoff K. Grey auction for $310. Now they 

sell for $6,000.  

Pressure from the public and the banks resulted in South Australia’s Bullion Act being 

amended on November 23rd 1852, to allow the issue of gold coins (although technically they 

were actually tokens) valued at £5; £2; £1 and 10/-. It was thought that legal tender pieces in 

the shape of a coin, and of a uniform weight and purity would allay the difficulties being 

experienced in using the Adelaide ingots. There was, however, concern that the production of 

these “coins”, the Adelaide Pounds, would be seen by London as a violation of the Royal 

Mint’s prerogative  

Only four Adelaide Pounds were actually issued in 1852, and just 24,648 Adelaide Pounds 

were ever struck - the last produced on February 13th, 1853. The £1 coin/token was the only 

size produced – although dies were prepared for the £5, neither this size nor the £2 or 10/- 

sizes were struck for circulation 

 

 

An Adelaide Pound 

Although none of the £5 pieces were ever struck for circulation, twelve examples were later 

struck at the Melbourne Mint (using the original dies) in 1921. Due to a lack of demand from 

the collector market, five pieces were melted down in 1929, while another five remain in 

public collections in Australia and around the world. Just two examples of the Adelaide 

Assay Office Five Pound are available to the collector market, making them one of 

Australia’s rarest and most historic coins.  One sold in a Noble’s 1986 auction for $455,300.  

In the recent Monaco auction it sold for €800,000.    
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Tony Read showed his gilt electrotype of the £5 token/coin produced by coin forger David 

Gee (1929-2013).   He also showed a David Gee manufactured facsimile of the copper trial 

for an Adelaide £1. 

When news of the second round of legislative amendments (permitting the production of the 

legal tender Adelaide Pounds) finally reached London in January 1853, Lieutenant Young 

was directed to repeal either the whole Bullion Act or at least parts of it. Ironically, this 

directive did not arrive in Adelaide until August of 1853, yet the Bullion Act had already 

been revoked several months earlier. 

Sadly, when the first Adelaide Pound was struck on September 23rd 1852, the Adelaide 

Assay Office staff became aware of a significant problem – a small crack had appeared 

between the inner circle and the outer rim at the top of the reverse die (Type I). This indicated 

that the pressure being used was too great - the Assay Office staff took several measures to 

alleviate the problem. The first step was to obviously produce another reverse die (Type II), 

while the second was to produce another edge collar; this one with slightly wider edge 

milling (Type 1b). 

While the Type II reverse die was being designed and engraved, several more coins were 

struck with the first set of dies to test the new edge collar. Die pressure was reduced on both 

sides, the resulting examples being observed for any further deterioration of the reverse die. 

The new (second or Type II) reverse die would not have been put into use until the Assay 

Office was confident that the new edge collar solved the problem. Numismatic research of 

the Type 1b (wide edge) Adelaide Pounds confirms that the die pressure was indeed reduced 

for examples struck with the wider milled edge – this is particularly evident in the crown of 

the obverse, as well as near the “N” of “ONE” on the reverse. 

Tony Read showed his Type II Adelaide Pound. He said it had a long provenance. Since the 

1920’s it had been set in an item of jewellery, but it was subsequently re-tooled.   

Because the intrinsic (bullion) value of the Adelaide Pound was more than £1 face-value many of 

these coins ended up being melted down.  
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THE BURWOOD POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

 
 

This article was prompted from a newspaper article  from your editor’s file on N.S.W. post 
offices in 1892.  He was amused by the Sydney Morning Herald aerticle of Monday 22nd 
August 1892 (page 9) - on laying the foundation of the Burwood Post Office – all in the 
middle of one of the Sate’s worst financial depressions.  Probably 1893 was slighly worse.  
It’s bit long winded, as all Victorian-era politicians tended to be, but its an intersting social 
document:-  
 

“VICE-REGAL VISIT TO BURWOOD 
THE NEW POST AND TELEGRAPH OFFICES 
 

“His Excellency the Earl of Jersey, attended by Captain Cholmondely, A.D.C., visited 
Burwood on Saturday afternoon for the purpose of taking part in the ceremonies 
arranged in connection with the laying on of the foundation stone of the new post and 
telegraph offices.  The town was gaily decorated with bunting in honour of his 
Excellency’s visit, and pretty well the whole of the townspeople, together with the local 
brass band, assembled to take part in the ceremonies, and to give his Excellency 
greeting. The new post & telegraph offices are to be built on a site in Burwood-road and 
within two score yards of the railway station.  The plans were prepared under the 
supervision of Mr W.L. Vernon, (Government Architect) and show a well-proportioned, 
two-storey, red-brick building, with a tower, in which provision has been made for a four-
face striking clock, rising to a height of 72ft.  The public office will be a fine chamber, 54ft 
x 25ft, and will be fitted with a spacious, open counter.  In addition to the usual private 
offices, ample provision has been made for the domestic requirements of future 
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postmasters.   The new offices will stand on land having a frontage of 49ft, to Burwood 
Road, with a depth of 120ft, which was purchased in August 1890, at £37 10s per foot.    
Mr John Robson’s tender of £2170 was accepted for the building, which is to be 
completed in March next.   The building is being erected under the supervision of Mr 
Stanton Cook of the Colonial Architect’s Department and Mr N.A. Goddard is attending 
to the duties of clerk of works. 
His Excellency arrived at Burwood station A few minutes before 3 o'clock, and was at one 
conducted by the Mayor and aldermen to the site of the new offices and presented with 
the following address:- " To his Excellency the Right Hon. Victor Albert Child Villiers, Earl 
of Jersey, IP.C.. K.C.M.G. Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the colony of New South 
Wales, and its Dependencies. On behalf of the residents of Burwood, we the Mayor and 
aldermen of the borough of Burwood cordially welcome your Excellency, on this your 
first visit to us as representative of her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, on the 
occasion of the laying of the foundation-stone of the Burwood Post-office by the 
Mayoress of Burwood. The people of Burwood do testify to the great esteem in which 
the Countess of Jersey and your Excellency are held by them in common with the people 
of New South Wales. The people of Burwood trust that the sojourn of the Countess of 
Jersey and your Excellency in New South Wales will be one of happiness: -(Signed) J. F. 
Hennessy (Mayor), W. Archer, K. H. Cowdery, G. K. Russell-Jones, T. JI. Jones, W. Paisley, 
E. A. Redman, E. Scholes, E. Simpson, W. Redfern (council clerk)." 
It was a pleasure to visit Burwood that day, for it was always an advantage to persons in 
his position to meet those who lived in the different parts of a great city. He trusted the 
new post and telegraph offices would prove a great convenience, and that they might 
prove the medium of very pleasant and happy intercourse to those standing around 
him, [Cheers.]His EXCELLENCY said he desired to thank the Mayor and aldermen and the 
people of Burwood very heartily for having so kindly invited him to attend and for the 
very pleasant address presented to him. He could assure them it gave him great 
pleasure to  
The Mayoress (Mrs. Hennessy), having been presented with mallet and trowel, 
proceeded to lay the foundation-stone, and this ceremony completed, cheers were given 
for the Queen, the Governor, and the Mayoress, and an "adjournment was then made to 
the School of Arts. Here there were assembled, in addition to his Excellency and the 
members of the town council and many ladies, the Hon. John See (Colonial Treasurer), 
the Hon. J. Kidd (Post-Master-General), the Hons. D. O'Connor and J. T. Toohey, Ms.L.C)., 
Messrs, Bavister, Danahey, and Eve,,   Ms..L,A., Mr. W, L. Vernon, Mr. F. E. Rogers, Q.C., 
Mr. S. H. Lambton (Secretary, Post Office), Mr. F. B. Freehill, Mr. Henchclilffe (Mayor of 
Strathfield), Mr. Brown (Mayor of Ashfield), Mr. H. H, Groth; (Mayor of Enfield), Mr, F. B. 
Freehill, the Rev. Mr, Bartlettt, the Rev. Mr. Livermore, Mr. W. A. Dash, Dr. McNeill, Mr. J. 
F. Allworth, Mr. J, T. Wilshire,Mr. Lindsay Thompson, Mr. W. H. Catlett, Mr. J. F. 
Hollingdale, Mr. J. F. Brierley, Mr. J. A. Hearne, Dr Traill, Mr. A, Rogers and many others.  
Refreshments were provided by Messrs. Baumann and Co.   After half an, hour's 
pleasant social intercourse, the Mayor proposed "The Queen," and the toast having 
been loyally honoured.” 
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Victor Albert George Child Villiers, 7th Earl of Jersey, GCB, GCMG, PC, JP, DL (20 

March 1845 – 31 May 1915) was a British banker, Conservative politician and colonial 

administrator from the Villiers family. He served as Governor of New South Wales 

between 1891 and 1893. 

Jersey tendered his resignation already in November 1892 citing pressing business affairs. 

This did not go down well with the Colonial Office in London. Lord Salisbury [the British 

Prime Minister] thought that Jersey had found that there was "less individual power to his 

office than he imagined". Jersey himself wrote to the Colonial Secretary: "the duties and 

responsibilities of a governor can hardly be called serious nowadays being chiefly of a social 

character". He left Australia in March 1893. 
…….. 
The Herald article continues:-  

The Mayor proposed "The Governor."    He said New South Wales had been very fortunate in 
its Governors, and in Lord Jersey the colony had A worthy successor to illustrious men.   Lord 
Jersey had been through the furnace of public opinion and had endeared himself greatly to 
the hearts of people. (Cheers.)    By special request of Council, and in honour of his 
Excellency's visit, had decided to name one of their bent streets, leading from the 
Boulevard to Wentworth-road, "Jersey-avenue" (Cheers.)    They had only one feeling .of 
regret in connection with his Excellency's visit, and that was the fact that the absence of Lady 
Jersey from the colony deprived them of the pleasure of her presence. (Cheers).   
“His EXCELLENCY, in response, said he was Tory pleased indeed to have had the opportunity 
of paying A visit to Burwood, and of making acquaintance with its people. The Mayor, in the 
course of his speech, said a fierce light beat even upon Government House. Well, he could 
honestly say Lady Jersey and himself had not experienced the fierce light of unfair 
criticism. On the contrary, they had enjoyed the more pleasant and kindly light of 
friendship and goodwill, for this had been their good fortune wherever they had 
been in Now South Wales.  [Cheers.]   He regretted that Lady Jersey was unable to 
accompany him to Burwood. Lady Jersey was away in Samoa, otherwise she would 
have been present at the laying of the foundation-stone that afternoon, and would 
have been glad to hear that the name of " Jersey "was to be associated with the 
borough in the long period of ever-increasing prosperity which, he hoped, lay before 
it, [Cheers.]   It was not a desirable thing that people should content themselves with 
a birds-eye view of a place. Of course it was very easy to take a rapid glance of A place 
from a distance, and then assume that one know all about it, but if one really wanted 
to understand what was going on in a country, a birds-eye view was by no means 
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sufficient. Therefore he was always glad when the opportunity was afforded him of 
taking more than a birds-eye view of Sydney……... [Cheers.]     However we must not 
pursue this subject any further, or else we might get into difficult ground. It was his good 
fortune to be bound to keep upon the safest possible ground, and the safest possible ground 
was to thank them all was to thank them all for so kindly asking him to attend, and for 
having so kindly received the toast to which he was responding. He trusted sincerely that 
Burwood, with its new railway station and new post-office, and with everything that could 
tend to make the people happy and contented and with, all the advantages of being near a 
great town near Sydney and belonging to a great country like New South Wales would go on 
and prosper. [Cheers.]  

Mr. E. Scholes proposed “The Ministry”. 
 
Mr. JOHN SEE in response [he was the Minister for Public Works], said the members of the 
Ministry were actuated by a desire to carry out the business of this country to the very best 
of their ability and in a way which they considered was, to the best interests of the people. 
If they succeeded in retaining the confidence of their friends, and in retaining the respect 
of their opponents, Ministers would not have formed their administration in vain.   They 
were simply doing as a Government what they believed was the right thing, and they 
would continue in that course so long as they enjoyed the confidence of the Parliament 
and the people.   Referring to the task the Government had in hand in connection with 
appointments to the magisterial bench, Mr. See said he was firmly of the opinion he had 
gained during the past few weeks that the proper way to appoint magistrates would be 
through the District Court Bench or the Supreme Court Bench. 
Let the people themselves make the recommendations and let one or other of the Judges 
choose from among those recommended, the men most suitable for the position. That 
would relieve the Government of the responsibility of making the appointments. However, 
the Government did not intend to shirk its duty, and in the appointments they proposed 
making they wore guided by the desire to select only those who would do credit to the 
position. [Cheers.] Dealing with the question of finance, Mr, See said the colony was going 
through a time of very great difficulty, when the best and ablest amongst them were taxed 
to steer the right course. He had no fear for the future of this country; but he had a fear in 
this way — that, if they continued to spend loan money at the rate they had been 
spending it, they certainly would get the ship of State into troubled water.  Whilst he was 
prepared to admit that the construction of public works was a proper and judicious course, 
they had to guard carefully against undertaking too much in a short period, else they 
would place themselves at the mercy of the London money market.  Within the last few 
years, enormous sums had been spent out of loan funds.  During the last three and a half 
years no less than 12 million sterling had been spent on loan works, and had it not been 
for the check given to our borrowing, we would probably have continued spending at the 
same rate. They must stay their hand to a very considerable extent until the financial path 
was more smooth and clear than it was at the present time.   They certainly had 
magnificent assets in their railways, and water and sewerage schemes and they certainly 
had vast future. The intrepidity and industry of the Australian people were 
undoubted.  In no country in the world could they find four millions of people 
who had accomplished more in the same time than the four million who peopled 
Australia. [Cheers.]    Mr. See concluded his remark by saying that before very 
long he hoped that ladies would have the power to vote. He cordially agreed 
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with the proposition that the ladies who had votes would prove as competent to 
exercise them as men. 
  
Mr. Kidd [the Postmaster-General] laid a glance at the earliest days of postal & telegraphic 
communication afforded interesting contrast to the facilities given at the present day. For 
more than 20 years alter the foundation of the colony there was no Post Office at all;  and 
no means of postal communication other than by private hand, most of the Government 
despatches and official messages being forwarded by constables, who occasionally 
delivered letters handed to them by settlers. The first Post Office was established by 
Governor Macquarie in 1810, at the house of Mr. Isaac Nichols, in George-street, Sydney, 
who used to charge 8d for every English letter he delivered and 4d for every colonial one. 
When he died Mr. Panton succeeded him under the designation of ”Postmaster of the 

Territory”.  The first country postmasters wore appointed in 1828 at Bathurst, 

Campbelltown, Liverpool, Newcastle, Penrith, and Windsor; and under an Act passed just 

before arrangements were made for regular conveyance of mails and other postal matters. 

The postal revenue for the colony for that year, was about £600, it was in 1831, over 60 

years ago, that the two-penny post was first established in Sydney; letters were first 

delivered by carriers; and posting boxes erected in the streets. Even much later than this 

(1831) the electric telegraph was unknown here, for in 1855 Sir William Denison, replying 

to an address ordered upon the motion of Sir Henry (then Mr Parkes, informed the 

Legislature that in the “present state of the colony there does not appear to be such a 

demand for the adoption of these rapid means of convoying intelligence as would justify an 

Application to the Council for its sanction to the large outlay which would be required for 

the establishment of an electric telegraph upon the most economic principle.”  The matter 

was thus allowed to rest for a while, but was revived with a proposal for a line between 

Sydney and Melbourne, and for one between Sydney and Parramatta. The question was 

submitted to the railway Commissioners of that day, with a view to establishing a line to 

Parramatta, and ultimately along all the lines of railway. But the Commissioners were not 

favourably impressed with the idea, and informed the Government that they believed “the 

railways then in course of construction could be advantageously worked for time to come 

without the aid of an electric telegraph”, and they advised that “lines of telegraphic wires, 

if carried, through the uncleared bush, would be constantly liable to interruptions, not only 

from falling timber and bush fires, but also from theft!”  This appeared to be conclusive for 

a time, but later on Sir Saul (then Mr) Samuel having visited Victoria and having seen the 

working of the telegraphs In that colony, gave the matter another push forward, and 

towards the end of 1866 Sir Henry Parkes moved for and obtained a select committee of 

the House to consider the introduction of the telegraph system, and after they had reported, 

it was resolved d by Parliament to spend £38,000 in erecting a line between Melbourne 

and Sydney.  The first lines, from Sydney to South Head and from Sydney to Liverpool, 

were opened in 1858.   Since then the country has been covered with a network of wires, 

and the sea traversed with cable in all directions.” 

 

Lots of words and eloquent speeches here, but no reporter covered the actual opening of the 

Burwood Post Office later in 1892. 
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The Burwood Post Office building circa-1914 

 

The Burwood Post Office building is a heritage-listed former post office and now unused retail 
building located at 168a Burwood Road in the Sydney suburb of Burwood.    It was added to the 
New South Wales State Heritage Register on 18 May 2001.    
 
Australia Post moved out in year 2000 (or so), like in so many Sydney suburbs, and set up in a 
nearby shopping centre at 7/42 Railway Parade: --  
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Burwood’s first post office was at the first Burwood Railway Sation. The post office opened 
there on 1st October 1869.   The railway station had opened earlier when the railway from 
Sydney to Parramatta opened in 1855.  
 

Burwood in 1861 was an all-rural settlement full of orchards. 
 

Land was being subdivided in the 1870’s and 1880’s and within a short time a surprising number 
of well-to-do professional and businessmen from the city moved into the district and 
established themselves in fine houses with beautiful, spacious gardens. The trend was to buy 
several blocks and consolidate them into estates ranging from 4 to 20 acres. So the large estates 
were gradually subdivided and by 1874 the district had a population of 1,250.   In 1890 The Echo 
reported, “In some portions of the borough the fine gardens on both sides of the road bring to 
mind some of the country lanes in the south of England.”  The choice of Burwood was also 
attributable to a firm belief in its health-giving climate away from the smog of the city. 
Another improvement in 1883 was the erection of the 2nd Burwood Post Office as part of the 
re-built Burwood Railway Station.    A telegraph service was established in 1887 and 
Burwood’s telephone exchange opened in 1894. 
 

This suburban expansion provoked a demand for an appropriate-sized post office – even in 
the middle of a Depression. 
 

The construction of new post offices continued throughout the Depression years under the 
leadership of architect Walter Liberty Vernon who retained office from 1890 to 1911. 
Although a total of twenty-seven offices were erected between 1892 and 1895, funds 
available to the new Government Architect's Branch were cut from 1893 to 1895, causing 
Vernon to postpone many important projects.  
 

George Oakeshott was the assistant draughtsman in Vernon's Office and had responsibility 
for post office designs. He had arrived in NSW from England in 1891 when he joined the 
Colonial Architect's Branch and was promoted to chief draughtsman in 1897, a position he 
held until his resignation in 1900. Reynolds noted that he became the first director of the 
NSW Works Branch of the Department of Home Affairs, later transferring to the 
Commonwealth. He attributes the stylistic changes in the design of post offices under 
Vernon in large part to Oakeshott. 
 

This assertion is reinforced by the fact that the most distinguished English Domestic Revival 
post offices were erected in the Sydney metropolitan area at locations including Newtown 
(1893), Enmore (1895), Annandale (1895–96), Arncliffe (1897–98) and Summer Hill (1900). 
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They include details and materials common to the Queen Anne style, attributed especially to 
Norman Shaw who had been practising successfully in England in this style for some 
decades. The incorporation of Dutch Renaissance motifs, notably gables with strap-work and 
volutes is also characteristic. This group of post offices reflects the architectural trends of its 
day, being in the vanguard of the movement away from neo-Classicism in 1893 and in the 
mainstream during the late 1890s.  
 

As of March 5, 2001, the 1892 opening memorial plaque from outside the entry lobby was 
removed. 
 

 
 

Circa-1905 image of a steam tram passing in front of the Burwood Post Office. 
 

This steam tramline ran from Ashfield southwest to Enfield, went north through Burwood 
and continued to Cabaraita Junction, where it divided to branches to Mortlake and to 
Cabarita Point. 
 

This isolated tram line was electrified in 1913, but closed in1948.  It carried mail bags from 
the Mortlake Post Office to Burwood the Burwood Post Office. At other destinations of the 
tram, like Enfield and Croydon Park mail was collected by PMG road vehicles. 
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The first steam tram to Cabarita on 31st July 1909 continues north. The tower of the Burwood 
Post Office is in the background.  Cabarita Point did not have a post office, but Mortlake did. 
 

 

 
The isolated Mortlake/Burwood/Enfiled/Ashfield tram system is shown in red on the left. 
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In the 19th Century the Burwood Post Office used a “201”barred numaral obliterator:-  
 

 

 
And a “201” duplex canceller:-  
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MORE TALKS FROM THE CLUB’S JUNE 2022 MEETING:-  
 

KENYA’S SHELL STAMP ISSUE OF 1971 – BRUCE CHADDERTON 
 

Bruce Chadderton showed 15 pages of his display of the Kenya’s Shell stamp issue of 1971. 
 

The first stamps of independent Kenya were issued on 12 December 1963. The stamps of Kenya 

were also valid in Uganda and Tanzania until 1976, so the Shell stamps could be used there also 

until that year. 

 

There were small-sized stamps in the issue:  

5c     Phardonella perna 

10c   Mitra episcoplais 

15c   Clanculis puniceus 

20c   Mauritia Mauritania 

30c   Sanhaliotus varia 

40c   Trochus flammulatis 

50c   Janthina golosa 

60c   Cassis rufa 

70c   Nautilis pompileus 

1 shilling   Chicoreus ramosus 

And large-sized:- - 

1.50 shillings    Charonia tritonus 

2.50 shillings   Fasciolaria trapezium 

5 shillings   Turbo fluctuosis 

10 shillings   Conus textile 

20 shillings   Pterocera scopio 

 

 
 

Bruce said he had been collecting this set for about 50 years. 
 

Single stamp sheets were arranged in 4 panes of stamps. Some low-value sets got pre-issue 

postmarks (for sale to the stamp trade).  Values below 70c were not much used on postage – only 

as “make-up” values.   
 

Bruce added that the Kenyans “did not much seem appreciate postage stamps [and philately]”, so 

single use covers were very hard to find. 
 

The 50c and 20c values had the name of the shell changed, so were reprinted with their correct 

“new” name 3 years later. 

 

 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER JULY 2022 

30 | P a g e  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 26TH JULY 2022    

31 | P a g e  

 

 

It was found that the high values had little postage use, so they were overprinted “2/-“ and “4/-“in 1975.   

The 20/- stamp was overprinted “40/-“; although Bruce suggested that this was mainly for philatelic 

sales purposes. 

Bruce had tried to contact the lady who did the artwork – but this was last.  Harrison’s, the printer had 

“dumped” a lot of the archives for non-UK stamps. 

 

 

 
 

First day cover showing the overprinted stamps (not Bruce’s but  from an e-bay image) 

 

 
DEREK DOLSTRA – AN ARCHIBALD LIVERSIDGE COVER 

 
Derek spoke about additional 1877 cover added to his display on Archibald Liversidge. It was posted at 

Dungog, had a transit postmark for Morpeth of 4th August 1877 and arrived in Sydney on 6th August 

1877 after the river and sea journey from Morpeth.  
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Archibald Liversidge was born at Turnham Green, Chiswick, England, on 17 November 1847.  In 

1866 he went to the Royal College of Chemistry and Royal School of Mines. In 1867 Liversidge 

won a Royal exhibition and medals in chemistry, mineralogy and metallurgy. Liversidge became an 

associate of the School of Mines and in 1870 was awarded an open scholarship in science at 

Christ's College, Cambridge. In 1870 Liversidge became a demonstrator of chemistry at the 

university laboratory.  

In 1872 Liversidge accepted the appointment of 'Reader in Geology and Assistant in the 

Laboratory' at the University of Sydney. He began his duties there early in 1873.   Liversidge soon 

became professor of geology and mineralogy in 1874 at Sydney University. In 1876 he published 

The Minerals of New South Wales, being a reprint of a paper read at the Royal Society of New 

South Wales in December 1874. A second and enlarged edition appeared in 1882 and a third 

edition in 1888.  

In 1878 he visited the leading museums, universities and technical colleges of Europe, and by 1879 

he had persuaded the senate to open a faculty of science.  In 1880 Liversidge visited Europe as a 

trustee of the Australian Museum and his report helped to establish the Industrial, Technological 

and Sanitary Museum (which formed the basis of the present Powerhouse Museum's collection). In 

1881 the title of his chair was altered to chemistry and mineralogy, and in 1891 to chemistry only. 

Liversidge was dean of the faculty of science from its foundation in 1882 until 1904  

He made extensive analyses towards his study of the purity of gold from all of the New South Wales 

gold-fields. Each gold-field had distinctive types of gold. 

 

 
 

Sydney University Lecture room display ready for a lecture by Archibald Liversidge 
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Liversidge was very involved in the Royal Society of New South Wales. He was its honorary secretary 

from 1874 to 1884 and 1886–88, was its president in 1885, 1889 and 1900, and was for many years 

editor of the Society's Journal and Proceedings.  
 

In 1888 Liversidge, after much preliminary work, founded the Australasian Association for the 

Advancement of Science, was its honorary secretary from 1888 to 1909 and president in 1898.  

Liversidge was chairman of the original board of the Sydney technical museum, was a trustee of the 

Australian Museum at Sydney, and he founded the Sydney section of the Society of Chemical Industry 

in 1902.   
 

He resigned his professorship at Sydney in December 1907 at the age of 60, and became an emeritus 

professor.    In 1909 Liversidge returned to England and became vice-president of the Society of 

Chemical Industry, 1909–12, and vice-president of the Chemical Society 1910–13. Liversidge then 

lived in retirement at Fieldhouse, Kingston Hill and died on 26 September 1927 from a heart attack. He 

was unmarried when he died. 
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