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Bathurst Lapidary & Collectors Club Inc  
 

NEWSLETTER 
Issue 229 – May – June 2021 

MEETINGS  ARE  HELD  ON  THE  FIRST  MONDAY  EACH  MONTH - 

EXCEPT  JANUARY AT  THE  CLUBHOUSE (OLD EGLINTON FIRE SHED),             

PARK STREET, EGLINTON.  

Meetings commence at 7.30pm. Enquires 63315404 or write P.O. Box 9156, Bathurst 2795  

                                 Editor amcrae@lisp.com.au                  www.philas.org.au/bathurst   

 

MAY - JUNE  2021 - UPCOMING  PROGRAM 
 
 

29th and 30th May Saturday and Sunday - Canberra Lapidary Club Winter Gemcraft & Mineral Show - 
Exhibition Park (EPIC) Mallee Pavilion Entry. Open 10am to 5pm on Saturday and 10am to 
4pm Sunday. $7 Adults $12 Family $4 Concession, Children free to Age 16. A number of 
Gem, Mineral, Jewellery and Lapidary dealers selling minerals, fossils, jewellery, rough and 
cut gemstones, lapidary equipment and supplies, opals, beads. Food available. Displays of 
members’ collections. Demonstrations of cabbing and faceting. Age of Fishes Museum 
Information and Fossil Exhibits.  

 

7th June   Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

12th June  Saturday – Bunning’s BBQ - please volunteer to help. Please contact Colin Hogg (BBQ 
Coordinator) as soon as possible so that a roster can be organised. Colin’s details are - phone: 
63374255 or email: candnhogg@yahoo.com     

 

1st July  Annual memberships are now due. CONTACT: Paul Martensz 63321017 or 0427 896 945 
or email martensz.paul@gmail.com for payment details. 

 

5th July  Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

2nd August Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

13th - 16th August ‘Bathurst and District Remembers World War 2 Exhibition 2021’ - marking VJ Day 

and the 75th Anniversary of the end of WW2. The exhibition is open from 9am to 5pm 
each day except Monday which is 9am to 4pm. The four day event will be held at the Bathurst 
Showground on Sydney Road.  

 

This WW2 Exhibition will consist of “Snapshots of World War 2” - 600 enlarged photos of 
soldiers in action, battlefields, training, the home front, Bathurst Army Camp, etc. There will 
also be the “Wall of Valour” – Over 130 enlarged photos of World War 2 Service Men and 
Women with an association with Bathurst who enlisted and served.”  Guest Exhibitors will 
display over 3,000 military items and WW2 memorabilia, uniforms, a WW2 model railway, 
military vehicles, medals, RAAF and POW items, a rustic military picture theatre, and more. 
For further details contact - Alan McRae, Curator - on 02 63315404  amcrae@lisp.com.au 

 

6th September  Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

11th October  Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. Note - 
meeting is being held a week later due to the long weekend.  

 

1st November  Monday – Annual General Meeting & Monthly Meeting - at the club rooms at the special 
time of 7pm before the ordinary meeting at 7.30pm. Nomination forms, Club positions and 
position descriptions documents have been sent out. Please have a look at them and nominate 
a person for a position if you wish. Completed Nomination Forms must be submitted by 28th 
October (bring to Club rooms on 27th October if you need signatures, or post or email). No 
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nominations will be taken from the floor if Nomination Forms for a particular position 
have been submitted prior to the meeting. Nominations from the floor will be accepted for 
other positions. Don’t forget your exhibit for the Club Competition – ‘A display to show the 
type of items you collect.’ Also remember your ‘Latest Acquisition.’  

 

6th November Saturday - Club Open Day to show the public what we do. More details coming.  
 

6th December   Monday - MEMBER’S FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY – 6pm in the club house.  Bring 
the family and your own meat to BBQ.  Also bring salad and dessert to share. Pack some 
drinks for yourselves and bring your festive spirit. 

 

During Easter next year in 2022 New South Wales is conducting the 58th GEMBOREE 2022 National Gem & 
Mineral Show at the Australian Rural Education Centre, 267 Ulan Road, Bombira, N.S.W. It 
is being held at Easter from Friday 15th to Monday 18th April, 2022, at the Australian Rural 
Education Centre or Mudgee Small Farm Field Days site some 2.5 kilometres north of the 
Mudgee township, adjacent to the Mudgee Airport. Entry will be from the Ulan Road only.  

 

The GEMBOREE 2022 is staged by the Gem & Lapidary Council of N.S.W. Inc., under the 
auspices of the Australian Federation of Lapidary & Allied Crafts Association Inc. Our club is 
helping run the event and have already had a meeting on site last November in preparation for 
next year.   

 

 ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

We are nearly half way to the middle of the year and we 
are getting into a routine albeit with the COVID19 
restrictions but we are managing. The new extensions 
have certainly made a dramatic difference with the extra 
space and the reorganisation.  
 

The U3A classes were a great success and thank you to 
all those who assisted with the visiting learners. The 
U3A members were able to work on their gemstones in 

the Lapidary class.  U3A or ‘Universities of the Third Age’ is a voluntary, non-profit 
organisation which aims to offer older people low cost educational opportunities which 
operate in a pleasant, supportive social setting. 
 

The next project was the Royal Bathurst Show on 30th April to the 2nd May. As most of you will know the Bathurst 
Lapidary and Collectors Club sponsor the ‘Lapidary Section’ at this annual event, though it didn’t happen last year. 
The Junior Section has been sub-divided into Primary and Secondary and revamped to work better. I know our junior 
members have been working on entries for some time. The lapidary judging took place on Monday 20th April so we 
will see how everyone goes. Good luck.  
 

Just a reminder that our club has a BBQ coming up at Bunnings at Kelso on Saturday 12th June. Again we are looking 
for members to assist with this venture so we can contribute to our coffers. As the saying goes, many hands make light 
work so please contact Colin Hogg (BBQ Coordinator) as soon as possible so that a roster can be organised. You 
don’t need to come all day but Colin would appreciate you helping with a couple of hours or more. Colin’s details are 
- phone: 63374255 or email: candnhogg@yahoo.com  
     

 

Finally we have been able to put our shipping container in place with the help of Brian. Basically only took a few 
minutes, but it is there. The container is a good size so will meet our needs. This will be a big asset to our club to hold 
those items we use but don’t need very often.  
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We are still receiving favourable comments on the U3A lapidary activities. 
Left - Another member of U3A doing a lapidary class recently in our club 
rooms with the classes conducted by our Club members. Often participants are 
amazed at what they can produce with a little time and patience. 
 

The report from the Lapidary section of the Royal Bathurst Show has been 
very pleasing. Paul Martensz gave a report at the May Club meeting and 
praised everyone who entered in the numerous sections this year. Some 
sections didn’t have the trophy awarded due to insufficient entries.     
   

A special thanks to Kathy Selwood of Orange and Ernst Holland of Raglan for 
judging the entries at the Show as well as those who worked as stewards and 
assistants. See the Show photos below.  
 

Members need to keep in mind the 58th GEMBOREE 2022 National Gem & 
Mineral Show being held at the Australian Rural Education Centre, 267 Ulan 
Road, Bombira, N.S.W. It is being held at Mudgee at Easter from Friday 15th 
to Monday 18th April, 2022. The booklet with the schedule is available at the 
club in order to prepare your entries so start now.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our trip co-ordinators are still 
attempting to bring a couple of field 
trips together for this year but it is a 
lot harder these days than it used to be 
to organise.  
 

A reminder that the club rooms are 
open each Wednesday and Sunday 
mornings for members to polish their 
rocks and stones. The rooms are 
warm these days so are more pleasant 
to work in. Remember we are still 
under COVID rules so if you are 
travelling a long distance phone Paul 
Martensz on 63321017 or his mobile 
on 0427 896 945 before leaving.   
 

Just a reminder that our Annual 
memberships are due on the 1st July. 
So one can pay at the Club or to our 
treasurer Paul Martensz or phone him 
for details.   

 

We will be having a Club Open Day on Saturday 6th November to show the public what we do. More info soon.  
  

Jeff West – President  
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA  BEER  DUTY  EXCISE  LABELS 
 

Federation in Australia brought a lot of Legislation from 
1901 to 1905 with one area being paying an excise on 
‘beer’. It appears that these labels and associated 
paperwork is becoming collectable, if you can find much.  
 

Left - A 5 gallon Commonwealth of Australia Beer Duty 
Excise label as applied to the barrel of beer. 
 

The Act relating to paying excise on beer was passed on 
5th October, 1901, along with a raft of regulations. “Beer” 
in the Act referred to any liquor upon which, under the 
name of beer, an excise duty imposed by the Parliament 
was payable. The “Brewer” means a person licensed to 
make beer pursuant to this Act. A “Collector” referred to 
the Collector of Customs in each State. 
 

A “Licensed Brewery” denotes the premises on which a 
brewer is licensed to make beer. An “Officer” represented 
an Officer of Customs. “Quarts or Pints” means quart or 
pint bottles, and includes bottles reputed to contain quarts 

or pints and “Stamp” connotes a beer duty stamp. 
 

The Act went on that a “Vessel” means a container, such as Hogshead of a capacity of not more than fifty-four gallons 
nor less than fifty gallons. A barrel of a capacity of not more than thirty-six gallons nor less than thirty-three gallons. 
The Half-hogshead of a capacity of not more than twenty-seven gallons nor less than twenty-five gallons. A Kilderkin 
had a capacity of not more than eighteen gallons nor less than seventeen gallons. The well-known keg had a capacity 
of fifteen gallons or of ten gallons or of nine gallons or of five gallons. 
 

The penalty for breaking any of the rules in the Act was generally one hundred pounds or fifty pounds. Duty was paid 
by special stamps available from Collectors. The stamps were to be attached to the container and when the vessel was 
opened the stamp was cut into two or more pieces without removing it, so that without obliterating the number or date 
thereon it is rendered unfit for further use. 
 

If beer on which the duty had been paid 
became unfit for human use as a beverage 
before more than one-eighth of its quantity 
has been withdrawn from the vessel in which 
it is contained, a refund of the duty was made 
in the manner prescribed if it is returned in 
the original vessel to the brewery within 
ninety days after removal, or if it was 
destroyed by permission of the Collector. The 
refund may be made by the issue of stamps. 
 

Officers had a good amount of authority and 
had complete access to every part of any 
brewery at all times, and may examine, take account of, and note all beer and materials in the brewery, and may 
examine and take copies of, or extracts from, all books and accounts required to be kept by the brewer for the 
information of the officers and of all books kept by the brewer in relation to the purchase of materials and the delivery 
and the returns of beer. Any officer could seize at any time and secure any beer which he has reasonable cause to 
believe is forfeited. The old O’Connell Hotel on the O’Connell Road (pictured above) would have received the paper 
stamps on their wooden beer barrels.  

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

GYPSUM  BALLS 
 

The orange gypsum crystal balls on the next page comes from Mount Gunson in South Australia, in particular from 
the Pernatty Lagoon. Copper ore was discovered at Mount Gunson in 1875 however it was 1899 before the mine could 
be worked up and production commenced. Once the deposit proved itself the management decided in 1904 to 
purchase a smelter and consequently erected it within the open cut mining area. From this period the mine commenced 
small-scale production employing local men to mine the ore of copper and gold. Some pretty impressive mineral 
specimens have come out of South Australia over the years. The word gypsum is derived from the Greek word 
‘gypsos’ meaning “plaster’. 
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Any colouration comes from the mineral salts in 
the water which in the case of orangeish to reddish 
hue is due to the iron in the water. Where copper is 
concerned the crystals are greenish.  
 

Essentially gypsum is colourless to white though it 
is invariably tinged with impurities so that one will 
find it in various colours such as orange, dark 
brown, pink, greenish, reddish brown, tan, yellow, 
blue and even grey.   
 

Ironically, up to the mid-18th century in England 
gypsum was called “spear stone” due to its often 
long crystalline protuberances that looked a bit like 
a spear head.   
 

The formation of the Pernatty Lagoon crystals 
commence just as the hypersaline waters begin to lose water to evaporation in the heat of summer. Crystals begin to 
form onto any available surface. This process will take place in season usually once a year. Locals know that there 
will be more new crystal plates by the end of the summer period. Any currents within any of the rock pools can effect 
the shape and appearance of the crystals.  
 

Gypsum certainly is a common mineral and over centuries has been used as a building material. It was known back in 
Neolithic times. These days it’s an ingredient of plaster as well as being a plant fertiliser. Large deposits are found in 
places such as Jamaica, Ireland, Iran, Pakistan, Brazil, England, Spain, Canada, and the United States. Several small 
mines also exist in places such as Kalannie in Western Australia.  
 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

LOOKING BACK!  
 

It’s been almost four years would you believe since the big trip to Mount Hope, 
a small settlement in western New South Wales and situated on the Kidman 
Way. It is 95 kilometres north of Hillston and 160 km south of Cobar. The trip 
was in November 2018 and 
produced some nice 
additions to member’s 
collections. Left - Josh 
Weal and some of his finds 
from the trip. Right – are a 
number of members 
relaxing in the local pub 
waiting on their meal. The 
trip away proved very 
pleasant with all having a 
great time.  

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

SIEGE  OF  KHARTOUM  EMERGENCY  

PAPER  CURRENCY 
 

All the emergency notes were produced in this 
crisis in Egypt and are what is known as 
‘uniface’ – just printed on one side. The Siege 
of Khartoum emergency paper money was 
personally issued by the Governor General of 
the Sudan, British Major General Charles 
George Gordon during the siege.   
 

By late into the 19th century Britain’s empire 
had spanned the globe. Though one could say 
that its resources were beginning to get 
stretched, especially when it came to its Army 
who was needed to protect British property or 
quell rebellions and mutinies.  
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To maintain the status quo the British Government decided to launch a military campaign in Africa in 1882 in 
order to establish a de facto British protectorate in Egypt which also encompassed Sudan at the time. Prior to this 
campaign commencing the natives in Sudan were getting agitated after their requests for independence were ignored. 
Taking advantage of the situation, Muhammad Ahmad began to organise his people against Egypt and the British. 
Ahmad had proclaimed himself to be a “Mahdi” or a redeemer of Islam in 1881. Support for his revolution gained 
momentum so that by 1883, Muhammad Ahmad’s revolutionary force defeated the Egyptian Army at El-Obeid. The 
Mahdists then went on to seize an enormous amount of guns, property and land in the Sudan. 
 

When news of the victory at El-Obeid reached Britain there were mixed feelings. Some thought the Army should be 
sent in whilst others were happy to evacuate the various garrisons leaving the Mahdists to themselves.  The British 
Prime Minister, William Gladstone, and War Secretary, Lord Hartington, did not wish to see any intervention by the 
Army however they were pressured into it. Even Queen Victoria wanted to send the military and she had a 
commander in mind - General Charles George Gordon who was a popular British war hero as well as being a previous 
Governor General of Sudan. Thus General Gordon departed for Sudan on the 18th January, 1884, with express orders 
to organise an evacuation. 
 

General Gordon ignored his evacuation orders instead he started to assemble a larger Army to defeat the Mahdi. It 
didn’t take too long to realise that this would not be possible. Realising his precarious situation he retired to the city of 

Khartoum to organise his troops for a siege and wait for a British relief force. Not sure if he would be relieved he 
had his men and local natives strengthen the defences around the city of Khartoum. 
 

The tribesmen in northern Khartoum showed 
their support for the Mahdi and rose up against 
the British in April 1884. Thus the Siege of 
Khartoum commenced. Already out of money 
General Gordon ordered that a series of locally 
issued, crude redeemable paper notes be printed 
in order to allow the men to be paid and fed.  
 

Right – A Sudan British Administration 
Siege of Khartoum 250 Piastres note. There 
were four different issues of notes during the 
siege with issues one and two having nine 
different denominations varying from 5 to 5,000 
Piastres. The 25th April, 1884, marked the first 
issue with the last issue in November the same 
year. Arabic text was used on the notes. Initially 

Gordon hand-signed all of the notes himself though as more were printed he used hectographic printing to get his 
signature on them. One issue used the British Pound as its denomination.  
 

After a siege of some ten months Khartoum fell to the Army of the Mahdist. 
The Mahdist soldiers got through the town’s walls and General Gordon was 
slain whilst fighting them. Once the news arrived in Britain, the General was 
immediately proclaimed a hero as well as a martyr. 
 

Left - Sudan Contingent members, the New 
South Wales Lancers and the first force to 
fight out of Australia in 1885 - Australia Post 
image.  
 

Right – Bathurst’s Major Alfred William Paul 
(later Lieutenant-Colonel) who was in the 3rd 
Regiment Volunteer Infantry. 
 

The news of Gordon’s death resonated 
around the world with Canada soon 
proposing to send troops. The New South 
Wales Government almost immediately 
offered to send a contingent and meet their 

expenses. The British Government in 
London accepted our offer much to the 
delight of New South Wales.  
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During Thursday 18th February, 1885, Major Paul was fairly besieged by friends in Bathurst anxious to say, 
‘Good-bye’ to him before his departure, and the bones of his right hand must have ached with the constant and hearty 
‘grips’ through which it passed. At the last moment a few of his friends decided to present him with a small token of 
their regard, and on Thursday night presented him with a purse of between 60 and 70 gold sovereigns. There was no 
time to make the affair general and the presentation was made privately at the Post Office. On the way to the Station 
the Major was accompanied by a large crowd who kept up continuous cheering. The train conveyed him to Sydney 
amidst many wishes for his safe return. Sergeant Campbell also left by the same train. 
 

Quickly an infantry battalion of 522 men and 24 officers, along with an extra 212 men with their artillery battery were 
assembled ready to board their ships on 3rd March, 1885, from Circular Quay. On 29th March they arrived at Suakin, 
Sudan’s Red Sea port, where they disembarked before being attached to a brigade composed of Scots, Coldstream 
Guards and Grenadiers. Their arrival was noted in the Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal on 30th March, 1885, 
thus – “Aden, Saturday. The troopship Australasian has arrived here. The soldiers are reported all well. Five horses 
died during the voyage.” 
 

The Australians saw little action spending much of their time in camp at Suakin. Early in May Britain decided to 
abandon the campaign so our contingent sailed for New South Wales on 17th May, 1885. Lieutenant Colonel Paul 
returned home on the troopship “SS Arab” on 23rd June, 1885. 
 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

FRENCH  FIVE  FRANCS  ISSUED  FOR  COLONIAL  USE 
 

Towards the end of World War Two the French Government decided that the war should be over soon and authorised 
the minting of a series of coins for use in their remote colonies. One of the coins was this 1945 five francs which was 
struck in a goldy-looking aluminium-bronze. It was issued for the French Republic’s colonial use in their various 
colonies such as in ‘French West and Equatorial Africa’ and ‘Algeria’. Around 2.2 million were struck for the Fourth 
Republic’s use with the series issued from 1944 to 1959. Some of these coins were made out of nickel, others 

aluminium, whilst others were in this aluminium-bronze coin. The 31mm coin has 
a smooth edge. For some unexplained reason some of the coins exhibit mint marks 
whilst others don’t have any.  
 

Obverse left – the Laureate Bust of Republic, facing the left, with ‘A. 
LAVRILLIER’ underneath it. The words ‘REPVBLIQVE FRANÇAISE’ are 
around the outer edge. André-Marie Lavrillier was this coin’s engraver. He was a 
French engraver- medallist who had been 
born in Paris in 1885 and died 1958. 
 

As it was issued during World War Two it 
was authorised by the Provisional 
Government. The Paris mint was 
operational again at the time so some may 

have been minted there. During the Nazi occupation of France from 1940 and 
the installation of the French Vichy State from 1942 to 1944, the franc 
became a ‘currency’ of the German Reichsmark. After the liberation of 
Frence people in 1944, the Vichy and Nazi governments that had taken over 
France were disestablished and a new provisional government operated until 
1946, with the introduction of the French Fourth Republic. They still planned 
to issue coins for their colonial possessions.  
 

The reverse is seen right and has ‘RF’ above ‘5 FRANCS’ in two lines at centre, the date 1945 appears below, all 
within a laurel branch with seven collars.  
 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

DID  YOU  KNOW? 
 

That the Napoleon Reef mine at Bathurst was started in 1863 and named after a Frenchman, Captain Perrott, who after 
working it for three or four years was accidentally killed. Soon afterwards it was abandoned. Some twenty nine years 
later, in 1892, a party of six miners were busily engaged pumping out the old shaft by the aid of steam power. This 
reef when worked was 400ft along a north and south course, with a western underlay in slate. It varied in width from 
1ft to 7ft and yielded from 1oz to 4oz of gold per ton, the crushing being done by a small plant which was on the 
claim. When 100ft was reached water became troublesome and at 170ft it was too heavy for baling to overcome. 
About 10 years ago a party tackled the old reef with a horse whim, but when they had sunk 10ft, the water again beat 
them.  
 

 © Alan McRae – FAIHA – Newsletter Editor 1983 – 2021 
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‘Bathurst Remembers World War 2 ‘Bathurst Remembers World War 2 ‘Bathurst Remembers World War 2 ‘Bathurst Remembers World War 2 

ExExExExhibition 2021’hibition 2021’hibition 2021’hibition 2021’    
Marking VMarking VMarking VMarking VJJJJ    Day and 75th Anniversary of the end of WW2Day and 75th Anniversary of the end of WW2Day and 75th Anniversary of the end of WW2Day and 75th Anniversary of the end of WW2    

 

Exhibition from Friday 13th August to Monday 16th August 2021   -   Open: 9am to 5pm 
 

The four day event will be held in four pavilions at the Bathurst Showground, Sydney Road 

 

This WW2 Exhibition will consist of “Snapshots of World War 2” - 600 enlarged photos of soldiers in 

action, battlefields, training, the home front, Bathurst Army Camp, etc. There will also be the “Wall 

of Valour” – Over 130 enlarged photos of World War 2 Service Men and Women with an association 

with Bathurst who enlisted and served.”   
 

Guest Exhibitors will display over 3,000 military items and WW2 memorabilia, uniforms, a WW2 model railway, military 

vehicles, medals, RAAF & POW items, a rustic military picture theatre, and more.   

 

 

Sponsored by the Bathurst District Historical Society, Bathurst RSL Sub branch, Department of 

Veterans’ Affairs, Bathurst Regional Council, and the Bathurst Showground Land Manager.  

 For further details contact Curator - Alan McRae on 02 6331-5404  amcrae@lisp.com.au  
 
 
 


