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Bathurst Lapidary & Collectors Club Inc
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Issue 234 – March – April 2022
MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE FIRST MONDAY EACH MONTH EXCEPT JANUARY AT THE CLUBHOUSE (OLD EGLINTON FIRE SHED),
PARK STREET, EGLINTON.
Meetings commence at 7.30pm. Enquires 63315404 or write P.O. Box 9156, Bathurst 2795
Editor amcrae@lisp.com.au
www.philas.org.au/bathurst

MARCH – APRIL 2022 - UPCOMING PROGRAM
REMINDER

Begin your work to put in the Royal Bathurst Show which is from Friday 29th April to
Sunday 1st May, 2022. It would be good to have even more entries than last year.

7th March

Monday - Monthly Meeting - 6.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’.

4th April

Monday - Monthly Meeting - 6.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’.

9th & 10th April

Saturday – Sunday - Orange Coin & Stamp Expo 2022 - At the Orange High School Hall,
Woodward St, Orange. Opening hours – 9am to 4pm Saturday and 9am to 3pm Sunday. Car
park entrance is next to the Putrilage Golf Club entrance. For off street parking turn left
opposite United Petrol Station in Woodward Street and just prior to the traffic lights. There
will be displays of stamps, coins and banknotes along with Sydney, Canberra and local
dealers who will be in attendance and will offer a range of Australian and World stamps,
covers, coins, banknotes and accessories. Dealers will be available to give valuations and
appraisals. Admission is $2 and accompanied children free. The event is held subject to any
further Covid regulations. Masks are mandatory at this time. For further information phone
Howard on 0427 107 554

15th to 18th April

Friday – Monday - Easter - New South Wales is conducting the 58th GEMBOREE 2022
National Gem & Mineral Show at the Australian Rural Education Centre, 267 Ulan Road,
Bombira, N.S.W. It is being held at Easter from Friday 15th to Monday 18th April, 2022, at
the Australian Rural Education Centre or Mudgee Small Farm Field Days site some 2.5
kilometres north of the Mudgee township, adjacent to the Mudgee Airport. Entry will be from
the Ulan Road only.
The GEMBOREE 2022 is staged by the Gem & Lapidary Council of N.S.W. Inc., under the
auspices of the Australian Federation of Lapidary & Allied Crafts Association Inc. Our club is
helping run the event.

29th April - 1st May

Royal Bathurst Show - Friday to Sunday. Our club is running the lapidary section again at
this year’s annual Royal Bathurst Show. The show conducts well over 2,600 competitive
classes spread over 35 sections. The Lapidary, Allied Crafts & Beadwork is section A5.
PLEASE CHECK ON THE FOLLOWING DEADLINES - Entries close early in April 2022
with your exhibits to be delivered to Trevitt Pavilion by 9am on Tuesday 26th April 2022 (if
the Pavilion is not open, entries may be delivered to Office.) Entry fee is $2.00. Prizes 1st
$5.00, 2nd $2.00, 3rd Card. Champions and Most Successful Ribbons. If any vouchers are
awarded, these must be collected from the head steward on presentation of entry stub. Head
steward is Paul Martensz. All Enquiries Ph: 0427 896 945 - Lapidary Exhibits must be placed
in a ZIP LOCK bag with the name of the exhibitor written on the bag and the Entry Number.
Card to be placed in the bag. Each entry must be the original sole work of the exhibitor and
must have been completed within the last 24 months and must not have been entered in a
previous Royal Bathurst Show. There are a large number of categories.
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2nd May

Monday - Monthly Meeting - 6.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’.

6th June

Monday - Monthly Meeting - 6.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’.

4th July

Monday - Monthly Meeting - 6.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Welcome to our second newsletter for 2022 and how
pleasing is it to see our members visiting the club to work
on their various projects, some of which are going to be
entered in the Royal Bathurst Show hopefully.
I understand the Show schedule is not out yet however it
will be put on their website as soon as it is ready. Paul
Martensz will let you know when it does so you can get
organised. Remember if you don’t enter anything you
can’t win anything. Be sure you note the various deadlines to get your entries to the
showgrounds. I encourage as many members as possible to enter something.
Let’s hope COVID doesn’t disrupt our club activities as much as it has done in the past two years, even though we are
sort of getting used to it. The daily figures are on a slow downward path which is pleasing to see. Maybe by the
GEMBOREE 2022 the figures will be lower again. Bit like the flip of a coin, nothing can be predicted when dealing
with the virus. One hopes we don’t get any new major variants.
The new faceting machine has arrived and is in operation. Jeff used it first to demonstrate on some topaz he had. Five
new grinding wheels were also inatalled to replace used ones.
Robert and I travelled to Mudgee since I last
wrote my report to meet with the GEMBOREE
2022 organising committee to tie up some loose
ends. Robert is the ‘External Trader Chairman’
looking after the tailgaters or hobbyists who
buy, swap and sell outdoors from the backs of
their vehicles or set up a marque. One can get
some great bargains outdoors as sellers bring
specimens that are common in their area so
quite cheap, plus they don’t want to cart
everything home again. A small section of the tailgaters at the last New South Wales GEMBOREE 2017 at Lithgow.

Above – are two photos from the first Student School Holiday Lapidary Workshop held in January 2022. As usual the
students were an eager lot. Thankyou to all the club members who helped out at tutors with instructing the youngsters
on how to do lapidary work. I found the students were very keen to learn all about it. All students received a certificate
on completing their cabochon. The second workshop was also fully subscribed and highly successful.
The U3A classes have already commenced and will last about eight weeks. “Introduction to Lapidary 101” covers
lapidary theory and practical applications.
Sue Porter - President
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CARVING CLASS A GREAT SUCCESS

Above – the carving class went exceptionally well in early January this year
with eleven students turning out some very professional work, the first time for
many as you can see in the top left photo. Its success is also due to the very
capable and artistic teacher in Kathy
Selwood who is also the Secretary of the
Gem and Lapidary Council of New South
Wales Inc. Kathy is seen in the middle right
photo a showcase of items she has done.
Kathy has done numerous displays as well
as
doing
engraving
and
carving
demonstrations at various GEMBOREEs
and GEMKHANAS over many years,
including here at Bathurst. She is always
willing to share her experience in this field
and is very adapt at jewellery making as
well.
Kathy has won many prizes throughout the years as she has entered in the many
competitions. In Kathy’s spare time she volunteers as a bush firefighter in
Orange. Kathy will also be judging at the Royal Bathurst Show this year.
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IMPORTANT FOSSIL SITE AT GULGONG – NO LONGER A SECRET
Back in January this year it was announced that an exciting new fossil site which was located at McGraths Flat, near
Gulgong, not far from where the GEMBOREE 2022 will take place has seen paleontologists from the Australian
Museum and University of NSW and a team of men and women excavating the site.
Paleontologist Dr Matthew McCurry and his colleague, Dr Michael Frese, have been secretly working at the site for
some three years splitting the iron rich stone layers.
Local Gulgong farmer, Nigel McGrath, was out ploughing when he hit a large heavy rock. From there the researchers
have found some rare fossils which include trapdoor spiders, giant cicadas, flowers, wasps and a variety of fish.
The fossils found at the McGraths Flat site are from the Miocene epoch which began 23 million years ago until the
abrupt change in climate which caused the widespread extinctions about 14 million years ago.
oooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooo

GASTROLITHS
Left - A dinosaur gizzard stone or gastrolith, which is also
called a stomach stone, is from Carter County, Oklahoma,
in the United States. It is from the Paluxy Sandstone
Formation from the Lower Cretaceous Period that lasted
from about 145 to 66 million years ago. Most of the fossil
gastroliths are rounded and polished.
These gastroliths are usually located within the
gastrointestinal tract of a dinosaur usually within the rib
cage or there about. These stones are used to grind food in
these ancient reptiles stomachs as they were lacking
suitable grinding teeth. The sizes of the rocks vary
depending on the dinosaur’s size as well as its role in their
digestive process. Gastroliths in some dinosaur species
were retained in their muscular gizzard to enable them to
grind food. Certain giant sauropod dinosaurs used their
swallowed stones to grind tough plant matter that they ate.
Some gastroliths are made of petrified wood. Some of the gizzard stones have been found to contain fossils of ancient
life such as seashells and corals. Some of the types of stones that have been identified as gastroliths are flint, quartz,
jaspers, cherts, obsidian, smoky quartz and amazonite.
Some palaeontologists who have found dinosaur fossils and associated gastroliths, especially enormous types, could
have stones weighing in at several kilograms. Some examples appear to have been previously swallowed by other
dinosaurs as indicated by their highly polished surfaces. Some may have been consumed repeatedly. Obviously, the
numbers found vary but 40 to 50 is not uncommon as this type of quantity have been found in the rib cage, about
midway between shoulder and pelvis.
Palaeontologists are usually wary before they acknowledge that a stone was aiding a dinosaur’s digestion. Firstly, the
rock must be different to the rocks found in its vicinity. Then it should be polished and rounded. Lastly, the stone
needs to be located within the bones of the dinosaur which had ingested it. Once the palaeontologist has the evidence,
they will be more satisfied about it and call it a ‘gastrolith.’
Some species of plesiosaurs used their ‘gastroliths’ as
ballast.
‘Modern’ animals found today that swallow stones to aid
their digestion include crocodiles, birds, seals, alligators,
sea lions and the family chooks.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

20 CENT REMEMBERS THE INFAMOUS
THAI-BURMA RAILWAY
Left – A photo of the memorial at Hell Fire Pass on the
infamous Thai-Burma Railway. In 2016 the Royal
Australian Mint in conjunction with some Australian
Newspapers released a series of fourteen coins in a
commemorative series called “Anzacs to Afghanistan”.
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The coin pack, below left, remembers the Thai-Burma Railway. The Royal Australian Mint and Westpac was
behind this issue.
The fourth portrait of Queen Elizabeth II facing right appears on the obverse with the legend ‘ELIZABETH II
AUSTRALIA 2016’. The reverse has a pair of Australian POW’s labouring on the railroad watched over by a
Japanese guard with the legend ‘THAI-BURMA RAILWAY’. Four of the coins were 25 cent coins. The 20 and 25
cent coins commemorate fourteen noteworthy military moments that shaped Australia over a century from World War
One to the modern day. All issues were released as collector cards. The engraver of the coin was Ian Rank-Broadley.
The issue left commemorates the 22,000
Australians who were interned after becoming
Prisoners of War under the Imperial Japanese
Army in South East Asia in 1942 during the
Second World War. Many of the men were
incarcerated in the Fall of Singapore in February
1942. Java was the place where the second
largest group of Australians was captured. Most
of the prisoners of the Japanese were from the
Australian Army.
Many of the prisoners were forced to work on
the construction of infamous Thai-Burma
Railway. Some 10,000 POWs were subject to
their captor’s indifference and brutality as well
as suffering from widespread disease and
chronic malnutrition.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

SPECIMEN FROM THE FENGJIASHAN IN CHINA
Left - Large well developed crystals of brassy to
golden yellow coloured chalcopyrite and hubeite on
a quartz matrix from the Fengjiashan Mine (Daye
Copper Mine), Huangshi, in the Hubei Province of
China.
The weathering of chalcopyrite may lead to the
formation of malachite, azurite, brochantite, langite
and numerous other secondary copper minerals. It
occurs in many sulphide mineral deposits
throughout the world most commonly in sulphide
veins and disseminated in igneous rocks.
The pale brassy-yellow crystals have often been
mistaken for gold by amateur rockhounds but also
miners, hence its nickname, “fool’s gold.” It
crystallizes in the cubic system and is among the
most widely collected of all minerals.
The Hubeite is a copper iron sulphide mineral often
with an iridescent tarnish and is the most abundant copper ore mineral. It crystallises in the tetragonal system. It has a
hardness of 3.5 to 4 on the Mohs scale. The small light to dark brown hubeite fan like crystals are scattered over the
specimen. They are individual crystals or clusters. Specimens are commonly collected from amongst the iron ores
levels in the mines in that region of China. The hubeite crystals are quite brittle.
Hubeite gets its name from the Hubei Province of China where the mine is located. There are a number of mines
nearby that provide hubeite specimens to the trade. The quartz rock crystal is common and occurs worldwide and has
been collected by man since prehistory.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

POSTCARD ALBUMS
Postcards were originally introduced as a cheap form of communication. They appeared in Austria in 1869 with the
British Post Office introducing them the following year. It wasn’t long before many other world countries introduced
them into their postal systems. New South Wales was the first colony in Australia to introduce them in 1875.
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The first postcards were unlike we are used to today as they didn’t have a photo on
one side. The initial postcards could really be called note cards as they had an
undivided back where the purchaser could write their message that they wanted sent
on one side and the other side (reverse) was for the name and address where the card
was to be delivered.
In 1902 the British Post Office introduced the divided back – the right side was for
the name and address and the left was for the message. This left the other side of the
postcard blank and here was placed advertising, artworks, caricatures, a photo or
picture or some design or pattern.
This caused an explosion of a great
amount of series of photographic
postcards firstly in black and
white, then hand tinted images and
finally full colour as technology changed. From this time in 1902
until 1914, when World War One was breaking out, is considered
the “Golden Age” of the picture postcards. Postcards in collections
today have cancellations from being posted at the Bathurst Post
Office, then located in the East Wing of the Bathurst Court House,
right.
Being at a time when most people didn’t have a home phone except for some businesses, doctors and the hospital and
council these picture postcards were a cheap, quick and convenient form of keeping in touch. It seems it was quickly
accepted and used even to send commutations across town, informing
the family when to meet the train, just let friends know you were
enjoying your holiday or coming for tea.
Collecting pictorial postcards became very popular at its peak. Stamp
album manufacturers brought out various qualities of postcard albums.
One company was owned by W.S. Lincoln of Oxford Street in London’s
west. The album seen left held 400 postcards in compartments and
handsomely bound in French Morocco with gold lettering and gilt edges.
They sold for 8 shillings and sixpence. Cloth covered albums cost 7
shillings and sixpence. The first issues allowed the plain backed
postcard to be mounted with stamp hinges though later albums had plastic covered pockets.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

AMAZONITE WAS ONCE THROWN OUT WHEN MINING
Left – Amazonite, smoky quartz and tourmaline
crystals on a granite specimen from Pikes Peak, El
Paso County, in Colorado in the United States. The
Pikes Peak granite is over a one billion year old
Precambrian granite which extends for over 120 km
along the front range of Colorado near Colorado
Springs.
Colorado is well known for its distinctive
combinations of aqua blue amazonite and smoky
quartz crystals. The blue-green microcline feldspar
and opulent dark black smoky quartz crystals create
an unmatched contrast guaranteeing these examples
are greatly esteemed amongst collectors worldwide.
The area where these specimens come from is
mountainous with rugged terrain of forest and rock.
Early prospectors foraged around the Lake George
and Crystal Peak region looking for quartz and topaz crystal clusters in the 1870s and 1880s. If they found any
amazonite it was usually left behind. It wasn’t until a miner Albert Whitmore displayed samples of amazonite at
Chicago’s World’s Fair in the 1890s. Today prospectors still look underground for pockets of the crystal combinations
though nearly all have collapsed and been filled with mud.
The colour of Amazonite varies from bright verdigris green to a bluish green. Often found with the semi-opaque
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Amazonite is topaz as well. Amazonite is found in various regions around the world, with notable deposits in
Russia, Brazil, the United States, India and Madagascar.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

SEASHELLS CAN BE FOSSILISED
The Palaeozoic Era, some 545 to 251 million years ago, saw oceans worldwide
hosting seashells known as brachiopods. In fact, they predominated the seas at the
time and developed into many differing forms. These sea animals would attach
themselves to something solid whilst eating. By the end of the Palaeozoic Era these
seashells suffered an enormous dieback before becoming more plentiful again during
the succeeding Mesozoic Era from 251 to 65 million years old. For some reason the
brachiopods did not produce the varieties they had done during the previous era. Some palaeontologists have used the
fossilised brachiopods to resolve how ancient rocks are. Plates and plates of brachiopods are regularly collected in the
state of Victoria which are found in Middle Palaeozoic rocks.
The brachiopods are sometimes referred to as lamp shells as they
resembled clay Roman and Greek lamps. Most of the brachiopods
that live in the oceans today are in 100 to 200 metres of water and
may occasionally come up in fishermen’s nets. Today’s living
brachiopods represents less than 5% of the varieties that originally
existed.
Seashells are extremely hard and usually preserve well as fossils.
After the animal in the shell dies, the soft body inside will break
up with the decay falling to the seas floor, often ending up as food
for other sea creatures. If the remaining shell happens to end up
being covered by layers of sand and soil the shell can itself start to
break down leaving a space in the shape of the original seashell. Minerals in the salt water can leach down into the
rock and into the shell’s space. Minerals seep in and replace the shell, thus becoming a fossil. Here it will remain until
it is maybe dug up during mining or erosion exposes it as it does in many Australian states including South Australia.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

WAS THE LAMONT A LAMENT!
Certainly not, but by the time John Lamont designed his style of bottles it was
during the golden age of aerated waters which began with a world-wide prosperity
boom during the latter half of Queen Victoria’s reign. Not only in England but also
in Australia on the many goldfields where the poorer and middle classes were
thirsting after the new taste thrill - bottled bubbling flavoured soda. The people had
the thirst throughout our dry nation and wherever they went so did the bottles of fizz
as entrepreneurs set up cordial manufacturing in many a small town, including right
here in Bathurst.
Left – A Lamont bottle used by A.F. Moore of Newcastle with his lion trademark.
Lamonts were a straight sided bottle with a heavily reinforced applied lip at the top.
The bottle was sealed with a special patented stopper, see next page. The aim of the
design was to have a bottle that was convenient to use, both for the cordial
manufacturer and the drinker. It also needed to be resealable even when the bottle
was half empty, one of the drawbacks of many other earlier designs.
The designer, John Lamont, lived in Glasgow, and over the period of several years
experimented with various designs. At first, he used an internal rubber ring stopper
but found that this was not satisfactory. In 1874 his patent for a long bullet shaped
ebonite stopper was granted. The stopper had a rubber ring attached to it and this
sealed on the inside of the glass lip thus holding in the gaseous contents.
His bottle was to become popular in Australia after his patent was granted in South
Australia in 1876 and the following year in Queensland. With the greater
availability of India-rubber Lamont decided that an ebonite bullet shaped stopper
with the rubber ring around one part of it would seal the inside of the bottle nicely.
The pressurised contents would hold the stopper in place. John Lamont patented
improvements to his design in the Colony of New South Wales in late January
1881.
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The new idea was to dispense with the 3 to 4 centimetre long bullet shaped
stopper and introduce a much smaller one. The new stopper was cheaper,
simpler, was less likely to leak and was more durable. The top of the bottle
no longer required the groove, just a level ridge for the rubber ring to press
against.
Most early Lamonts were clear skins, meaning no embossing, the cordial
manufacturer having to apply a printed label to identify the contents. One
early Sydney wholesaler was advertising Lamont bottles for sale in the
Sydney Morning Herald of 1879 when the first embossed bottles were
ordered and manufactured in England. As there was no deposit on bottles
many were broken or just discarded, though the Lamont bottle did not
suffer the casualties that the Codd or marble bottle did. Cordial manufacturers would employ young youths to go
around the streets and neighbourhoods and find their bottles for which they were paid for each bottle brought back to
the factory.
Lamont had registered his design with the British Patent Office, a government department in London which operated
from 1842 to 1883. The system provided for the use of a marking system for registration of patents granted during the
period and applied to all ceramic and glass (bottles) items. The intention was to stop copies though it had little effect.
As bottle supplies were slow by sailing ship and often unreliable from England a druggist in 1866 decided that
Australia needed its own bottle maker. So, in 1876, along with a partner, they established the Melbourne Glass Bottle
Works on the shores of a lagoon in South Melbourne. Initially, the availability of suitable skilled labour was a major
problem though eventually skilled glassblowers were imported from Lancashire and Yorkshire while at the same time
they took on Australian apprentices to learn the trade.
The Melbourne Glass Bottle Works Company was located in Graham Street in Melbourne. They were selling two
types of Lamonts – one with the ebonite plug for 33/- a gross (144) or with the Lignum plug for 30/- per gross, FOB
(Freight on Board) in September 1889. They allowed two and a half percent discount for cash or accounts could be
paid in three months. If a customer ordered over one hundred gross of bottles, there was no extra charge for the
embossing mould. As it turned out this price was 10% to 15% cheaper than the imported ones. Examples of
beautifully embossed Lamonts can be found such as A.B. James of Bathurst with a rooster or the Derwin Brothers of
Carcoar which had the Coat of Arms with Advance Australia under it.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

DID YOU KNOW?
+ On Friday 21st November, 1873, a frightful accident, which proved fatal occurred at Trunkey Creek in the Bathurst
Gold Mining Company’s ground. Michael Shelly was being raised in a bucket when his head was struck and became
jammed in the underlay. His head was nearly severed from the body, the throat being fearfully mutilated. The
unfortunate man, however, lived for an hour and a half.
+ Then on Tuesday night 27th August, 1895, there was a blasting accident at Trunkey Creek where a powder
explosion occurred at Dickie’s tunnel, by which two men named John Glasson and Eldridge were seriously injured.
Glasson’s arm was broken in two places and Eldridge was blinded. They were taken into the Bathurst Hospital on a
wagon. Two other men who were in the tunnel escaped uninjured.
+ On 11th March 1921, an explosion killed nine miners at the Cadia Iron Mine which had been opened up by Messrs.
Hoskins some three years ago. It was being mined by the open cut method. Most were from Orange except for Alfred
Kable of Bathurst, where his sister Mrs. Bayliss resides at Orton Perk. Ore was being transferred by ‘flying fox’ to the
terminal point of the Springhill-Cadia railway line. About 30 men were toiling at the face where dynamite was being
readied. There was a terrific explosion and a great mass of ore, probably between 300 and 400 tons, slid to the foot of
the face. Immediately men were tearing at the heap which held their entombed comrades, the first body retrieved the
first of the dreadfully injured bodies.
+ In October 1891, a reporter gave a description whilst travelling from Bathurst to the old Napoleon Reef, at about
eight miles from the city. “We pass off the great outcrop of granite rocks on which Bathurst stands into micaceous
sandstone, mica slates, clay slates and serpentine, having a strike from south-south east to north-north west. Numerous
quartz veins, from mere threads to reefs several feet in thickness, traverse these slates. A few colours of matrix of
specimen gold may be obtained in almost any of the ravines. In this dyke there are several large out-crops of
manganese ore that have been partially prospected, but on which, so far, not much has been done, owing, probably, to
the fact that our people discourage the establishment of works in the colony in which that metal would be required.
Gold has been found in highly payable quantities in some of the quartz veins at the Fontana Reef.
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