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Bathurst Lapidary & Collectors Club Inc  
 

NEWSLETTER 
Issue 238 – November – December 2022 

MEETINGS  ARE  HELD  ON  THE  FIRST  MONDAY  EACH  MONTH - 

EXCEPT  JANUARY AT  THE  CLUBHOUSE (OLD EGLINTON FIRE SHED),             

PARK STREET, EGLINTON.  

Meetings commence at 7.30pm. Enquires 63315404 or write P.O. Box 9156, Bathurst 2795  

                                 Editor amcrae@lisp.com.au                  www.philas.org.au/bathurst   

 

NOVEMBER  –  DECEMBER 2022 - UPCOMING  PROGRAM 
 

2nd November  Wednesday – AGM and Monthly Meeting – 1.00pm (after the normal Workshop Session) 

Bring your lunch if you think you need to!!– Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’.   
 

6th November  Sunday – BBQ at Bunnings.  Colin has left a sheet at the Club Rooms for members who can 

volunteer to help to indicate their availability. 
  

7th December Wednesday – Monthly Meeting – 1.00pm (after the normal Workshop Session) Bring your 

lunch if you think you need to. Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

14th December  Wednesday - LAPIDARY BREAKUP LUNCH BBQ - from 12 noonish after the 

conclusion of the normal lapidary session. Bring cold meats, salads, desserts to share, please. 

Plates, cutlery etc provided. Bring your own drinks. This is the last workshop day for 2022. 

The BBQ will be in operation and some sausages and onions etc will be provided. If you 

would like to bring something else to put on the barbeque, please feel free to do so. 

Remember bring a salad or a sweet to share, please. 
 

11th January 2023   Wednesday – Club will reopen at 9am.    
 

16th and 17th January Monday and Tuesday – School Holiday Workshop - for students who have NOT done a 

Holiday Workshop previously. If you know of any kids who would be interested, please ask 

them to contact Paul to get an Information Flyer.  (Paul’s mobile: 0427 896 945) 
 

22nd January 2023 Sunday - The first Sunday opening from 9.00am to 3.00pm. 
 

Apologies for being late with this newsletter. Alan  
 

 ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Welcome to our Christmas newsletter and the last for 

2022. Despite being a jumbled-up year with covid we 

all hope that in 2023 we will be able to get back to even 

more normality. In saying that our club did manage to 

get in a number of achievements.  
 

I hope that everyone will have an enjoyable festive 

season with family and friends, especially those with 

grandchildren. Merry Christmas and happy travelling.  
 

Remember our Lapidary breakup luncheon on Wednesday 

14th December at our clubrooms from 12 noon. The BBQ 

will be operating with some sausages and onions and you 

can bring your own meat. Please bring a plate to share – cold meats, salads or desserts. 

Plates and cutlery provided and bring your own drinks. Looking forward to seeing you 

there.   
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I expect that our regular members will look forward to our Club’s reopening on Wednesday, the 11th January, 2023, at  

9am so I’ll look forward to seeing you back then! The first Sunday opening is on Sunday, 22nd January, 2023 from  

9.00 am to 3.00 pm. 
 

Remember that the School Holiday Workshop will take place on Monday and Tuesday 16th and 17th January, 2023,  

for students who have NOT done a Holiday Workshop previously. If you know of any kids who would be interested 

then please ask them to contact Paul for an Information Flyer.  (Paul’s mobile: 0427 896 945) 
 

Barbara Try, OAM, came up from Sydney to conduct an informal Cabochon Course for Instructors at our clubrooms 

in early November. See the more detailed report next in the newsletter.  
 

We hope to hold more specialised classes next year so keep an eye out for when they get announced. Hopefully we  

will have some field trips if the bushfires don’t affect us.  
 

Paul Martensz has put forward some plans for 2023 which includes The Royal Bathurst Show 2023. There will be 

changes to the Schedule which will be published later this year. An email will come out from the Club detailing these 

changes.  Meanwhile, please start accumulating your completed projects for entry into the Show. It would be good to 

have several entries in each of the classes (not just from one person!).  Keep an eye out for further information emails 

early next year. 
 

A workshop on Electroforming is proposed for early in the New Year. Again, more information will be given out in 

the New Year. As this will be a ‘hands on’ workshop, numbers will be limited per workshop, but there may be the 

opportunity to run repeats of the workshop.  (HINT: a new Section in the Show!) 
 

What's the difference between fancy cabochons and freeforms? Find out early next year. (HINT: these are Sections to  

be offered in the Show.) 
 

Future Holiday Workshops for kids, and also workshops for adults at other times, on advancing skills in making 

cabochons - will suit those who wish to learn more skills. 

  Sue Porter - President 
ooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooo 

 

 

CABOCHON  COURSE  FOR  

INSTRUCTORS 

 

Over two days on Thursday and Friday, 3rd and 

4th November an informal ‘Cabochon Course 

for Instructors’ was conducted by award winning 

lapidarist Barbara Try from the Parramatta-

Holroyd Lapidary Club in Sydney. It was held in 

our clubrooms.  

 

Bathurst members who took part in the course 

were Paul Martensz, Merv Gray, Jan Manners, 

Helen Kowalski, and Sue and Robert Porter.  
 

A cabochon is a special type of gemstone that 

has been shaped and polished, as opposed to 

faceted. The resulting form is usually a convex 

obverse with a flat reverse. 
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PUDDING  DOLLS 

 

These small porcelain dolls; with their hand-painted 

faces, were used in Christmas puddings as good luck 

charms. Coins were often also added to the festive 

pudding though later in Britain and Australia silver 

threepences and sixpences were used.  
 

The dolls were popular in the 1890's through to early  

in the 1920’s. They can often be found in old rubbish 

tip sites or in old abandoned homes that have been 

long forgotten.  
 

These little babies with their hands on their bellies 

range from 30 to 45 mm. The dolls were cast in special 

moulds and turned out in their thousands in England 

and then imported by sailing ship into Australia’s 

colonial stores.   
 

These five dolls were found on the Turon River down from Sofala.  
 

English plum pudding and mince pies were introduced to the French cuisine about the 1850’s with numerous recipes 

and one ingredient in common – lots of brandy, rum and whisky. The English, about the same time, put sweets, 

oranges and toys in shoes near their open fireplaces.  

 
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

 

AQUAMARINE  FROM  NORTH  PAKISTAN 
 

The specimen on the left is of several aquamarine (beryl) crystals mined 

in the Dassu Mine, Hanuchal, Gilgit - Skardu Road, in North Pakistan. 

The Dassu mine is above the village of Shigar in the Braldu River 

Valley. 
 

The Skardu Road, is a 104 mile long highway in Pakistan which links 

several townships.  
 

Left - Aquamarine is the blue to blueish green variety of beryl with 

these clear, sky-blue aquamarine crystals growing on muscovite mica.   
 

Aquamarine was named for the Greek word ‘beryllos’, now meaning 

“beryl,” but previously it had been used in reference to antiquated blue-

green stones which may or may not have been beryl. 
 

Beryl is quite a common mineral that occurs in granite, granite 

pegmatites, nepheline syenite, mafic metamorphic rocks, hydrothermal 

veins and in vugs in rhyolite. One must be careful with the rarer deep 

blue variant called maxixe as its colour can fade if exposed to sunlight. 
 

Most aquamarines form in mineral-rich pegmatite rocks. They often 

occur with other pegmatite-based minerals such as quartz, garnets and topaz. 
 

Beryl minerals are made of beryllium aluminium silicate: Be3Al2(Si6O18). They form in granite pegmatite rocks and 

hydrothermal carbonate veins and cavities, where hydrothermal processes have modified the granitic composition. 

Beryls can also be found in gem-gravel placer (alluvial) deposits. 
 

These pegmatites contain some internal cracks and voids. Underground, hot magma interacts with the rocks and heats 

them, and the heating initiates a chemical chain reaction between the minerals. 
 

When the magma gradually cools, the thermal activity within the pegmatites begins to form crystals within the voids. 

This prolonged process can take anywhere from tens of thousands to millions of years. Silicate-based minerals, like 

aquamarine, need a longer time to crystallize compared to other minerals. Therefore, a slow cooling process is vital. 
 

Other minerals that can be associated with beryl include muscovite, quartz, feldspar, lepidolite, amblygonite, 

tourmaline, topaz, spodumene, cassiterite, columbite, and tantalite. 
 

In the last couple of decades, a continuous number of aquamarine specimens have been found in northern Pakistan. 

This progressively significant mining locality has seen some superb specimens sold outside Pakistan. Most of the 

aquamarine had been found in the Gilgit-Baltistan region. This includes the Shigar Valley, along with the Hunza and 
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Braldu Valleys.  
 

They are found in thousands of localities but fine specimens come from places in Russia, the Ukraine, Mozambique, 

Madagascar, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Colombia, Brazil, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and the United States.  
 

In the same Dassu Mine in 2018 miners discovered a relatively small pocket of magnificent aquamarines intermingled 

with deep red spessartine garnets. Both minerals were of extraordinary colour, quality and size.  

 
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

 

WHY  NOT  ADVERTISE  ON  OLD  COINS! 
 

In the 1800s some shops and manufacturers used old coins to 

advertise their products.  
 

Left - Lloyd’s Weekly Newspaper token made from 1806 English 

penny with the stamped advertising around the outer edge.  
  

It seems that the British cartwheel pennies and half pennies, in 

whatever condition, though most were quite worn by the mid 1850s, 

were popular with advertisers as numerous examples are known 

attracting many inscriptions. Often low denomination copper 

coinage was ‘recycled’ so to speak to carry out an advertising role 

and Lloyd’s Weekly newspapers were one business in those times to 

use the cartwheel coins, however these makeshift pieces were 

frowned upon by the government authorities.        
 

Lloyd’s newspaper the British Weekly Sunday newspaper was 

launched by Edward Lloyd in 1842 as Lloyd’s Illustrated London Newspaper. They claimed that Lloyd's Weekly 

Newspaper contained more news than all the other weekly papers combined. 
 

Lloyd’s Weekly newspaper ‘advertising tokens’ used several different advertisements to get their message with one 

advertisement counterstamped on stating “LLOYD’S WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 3D POST FREE”.  Another was 

“PURCHASE NUMBER ONE OF LLOYD’S LAST NEW PENNY PUBLICATION”, and sometimes the wording 

appeared on both sides of the coins.     
 

The Illustrated London News in November 1853 carried a small 

article titled “Defaced Coin”.  It stated that a Treasury minute 

had been published on the subject of defaced coinage, in which it 

was stated that the object of the late Act of Parliament was to 

prevent the defacing of current coin of the realm, was not to 

impose any difficulty in regard to such a coin as may have 

suffered from general wear and tear, but to put a stop to the 

practice of stamping the names of persons or firms upon the 

coins by way of advertisements or otherwise.   
 

After the British Government brought about the Act of 

Parliament Lloyd continued the practice by importing barrels of 

foreign coins, 

such as French, 

German and 

American coins and went on to deface these. Sailing ships, above, 

would bring barrels of foreign coins to London.    

 

Left - A British penny incuse stamped with the words - 

“PURCHASE NUMBER ONE OF LLOYD’S LAST NEW 

PENNY PUBLICATION” 
 

The coin had been minted by the Royal Mint in London, circa 1797 

and issued by King George III. 
 

Edward Lloyd, owner of the newspaper, spent a lot of hours and 

money promoting his newspaper. Initially Lloyd had kept the price 

low by publishing the newspaper illegally without paying the required 

stamp duty but after seven issues he raised its price by a penny.  
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Lloyd paid his staff with the coins stamped with the newspaper’s name. He paid his paperboys also in this 

method. He regularly sold over a million copies per issue with no other newspaper getting half his figures.  
 

In 1789 Andrew Pears, a London soap maker, introduced his own 

specially made Pears Soap though he did not come up with the idea 

that his company was to benefit greatly from by counterstamping coins 

to advertise the business.  Messes A. & F. Pears’ great success was 

mainly due to the enterprise of two men – Mr. Andrew Pears and Mr. 

Thomas J. Barratt.  It was the latter who tried and tested various 

inventive ideas to convince the paying public to purchase their 

particular soap by the use of far-reaching promotions and extensive 

advertising, including ‘advertising tokens’ made from coins.   
 

Andrew Pears, a barber by trade, had travelled to London in 1789 from 

his native Cornish village and located a suitable shop in Soho.  Later 

he began selling a range of rouges, powders, creams, scented waters 

and other products.  It also became the site for the manufacture of 

many of his items, in particular his transparent soap.  He experimented 

with adding fragrances so that before long Pears was enjoying much 

local patronage.   
 

It was some time before he took on a partner, his grandson Francis 

Pears in fact, in 1835.  The two then decided that a change of premises 

was necessary, so it was a move up to Oxford Street.  The move 

obviously proved its worth and after three years Francis was able to 

take sole charge and later opened new offices in Bloomsbury.   
 

He purchased a house and land at Isleworth in Middlesex and in 1862 had a new factory constructed here placing his 

young son Andrew in charge.  Francis Pears' eldest daughter Mary had married Thomas J. Barratt, and he was brought 

into the firm as a partner as these various changes took place. 
 

It was to be Barratt who would make a considerable difference to the Pears business.  He was soon making more 

changes as well as concentrating on his advertising ideas.  Barratt obviously had his own plans on how to advertise a 

business and hopefully these would improve the company’s sales.  These 

would also involve sums of money which had never been spent before so 

much so that Francis Pears obviously thought that the firm could end up 

bankrupt, so he decided to leave the business taking with him most of his 

capital.   
 

Left - A Pears’ Soap advertising token made from an 1861 five centime 

minted during the reign of Napoleon III (obverse) 
 

Thomas Barratt was quite clever, obviously putting thought into his various 

advertising projects.  At the time Britain had no laws concerning defacing 

coins from other countries so Barratt had over two hundred thousand copper 

French ten centime coins shipped over to England.  He would have had a 

number of men employed to stamp “PEARS’ SOAP” onto them all.  

Fortunately, foreign copper coins of this size were reasonably commonplace 

and usually accepted in transactions at a penny value in England so the French coins would not have appeared out of 

the norm though the stamped name would have drawn many a handler’s 

attention which was Barratt’s aim.     
 

Many of the ten centime coins seem to date from 1852 to the 1860s period 

and the French Government would not have been terribly happy about the 

idea of their coins being defaced in this fashion.  Some five centime coins 

were also stamped and used.  One assumes the British Government did not 

want a proliferation of defaced foreign currency in their country, so it 

introduced new laws to make, in particular, the French coinage as well as all 

other foreign coinage illegal tender.  It seems that many of the offending 

Pear’s advertising coins were melted as scrap but not before they had done 

their intended job.   
 

Right - The reverse of an 1852 copper French ten centimes with Pears’ 

Soap counterstamp 
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Pear’s advertising tokens were supported with endorsements boldly displayed in magazines and 

newspapers as well as handbills and on posters.  In the 1880s Pears were spending over ₤30,000 a year on advertising 

on ‘Pears Transparent Soap’.  Thomas Barratt died on 28th April 1914, aged 72, with examples of his advertising 

tokens still around today.     
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

 

CONVICT  GINGER  BEER  BOTTLES  WERE  CRUDELY  MADE 
 

Any convict sentenced to be transported to the Southern Colonies and who had been 

trained as a potter was all but guaranteed a job as such, in the fledgeling colony. The 

hand-made salt glazed earthenware ginger beer bottle was made by convict potter 

Jonathan Leak. Other convict potters included Thomas Field and Enoch Fowler. Most 

ginger beer bottles at the time had been usually impressed with either the potter’s 

stamp, the ginger beer maker or merchant’s name or 

they could have a combination of both. 
 

It seems that the production of pottery items in the 

early colony also depended on whom was the 

Governor at the time. For example, Governor 

William Bligh, right, had little concern for the 

pottery production, referring to them as ‘trifling.’ 
 

Left – a 26oz ginger beer bottle made by 

Jonathan Leak and one can see his name ‘LEAK’ 

on the neck of the bottle. Jonathan had been born in 

Burslem in Staffordshire in 1777. It seems that Leak 

had a hard but honest life until he was convicted of 

burglary at Stafford in England. In March l819 his 

death sentence was commuted to be transported to 

Sydney town where he arrived on board the 

Recovery the same year. He arrived by himself as 

his wife was not allowed to accompany him. Fortunately, he arrived with a trade 

having worked as a potter for an English potter. Enoch Wood in Burslem. It was here 

he married Wood’s niece, Mary Wood, on 13th November, 1798. 
 

At this time the Government’s Pottery Works were under the superintendence of the 

Colonial Engineer, a Major Druitt. It was here that leak was assigned to make 

domestic pottery. Here he met another potter, John Moreton, and the two worked together. Leak must have been 

happy when Mary, his wife, arrived in 1822 on board the ‘Mary Ann’ with Johnathon able to work for himself. 

Having his full family with him, including their five children, he was living on the ‘Brickfields’. Having been granted 

his ticket-of-leave in 1821 he had then successfully tendered for the Government Pottery works in conjunction with 

John Moreton, who worked with Josiah Wedgwood who also had his family. Leak and Moreton had been convicted 

by the court on 11th March, 1819, for the same offence of stealing silver, on the same day and both came out on the 

same ship, the two-masted brig ‘Recovery.’ After Johnathon gained his ticket-of-leave he bought a small block of land 

for his works.  
 

A look through the 1828 census one notes 

that Leak had been assigned seven 

convicts, as labourers, at his pottery works 

and one was employed to manufacture 

smoker’s pipes from moulds. Most 

convicts did hard labour for His Majesty, 

luckier ones were assigned to a tradesman. 

Some of Leak’s domestic items featured 

quite fine and delicate decorative features. 

He also began to make bricks on his site, 

this being done by his two sons Elijah and 

Lewis.  It is of interest to note that one Peter Cunningham, a naval surgeon observes some of the pottery made in 1828 

in the colony. They included ‘types of common pottery shapes which included dishes, large jars, tubs, jugs, beer 

bottles with salt glazing being a common finish.’ In 1830 Leak gained a licence for the Currency Lass Inn.  
 

Leak must have been quite pleased with his new pottery establishment on his land as he wrote to Governor Darling to 

allow him to continue to rent the Government’s kiln for a further eight years. Unfortunately Leak died on 26th 

December, 1838, and he had left his business and estate to his two surviving sons, his wife having predeceased him.  
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NORTH-WEST  CANADA  MEDAL  1885. 

 

The North-West Canada Medal was authorised by the Canadian Government on 

18th September, 1885, and awarded to all those men serving west of Thunder Bay, 

who took part in the suppression of Riel’s Rebellion of 1885. 
 

Left – The North-West Canada Medal 1885 showing the obverse which depicts a 

diademed and veiled head of Queen Victoria with the legend ‘Victoria Regina Et 

Imperatrix’. The ribbon is 33mm wide with a blue grey ribbon with a red stripe at 

each edge. The single clasp ‘Saskatchewan’ was awarded with the medal. 
Some 5,650 of the medals were issued to various Canadian units including the 

Alberta Mounted Rifles. 
 

The North-West Canada Medal is a British campaign medal issued to the soldiers, 

volunteers and North-West Mounted Police personnel who participated in putting down 

the North-West Rebellion in 1885. 
 

Right – The North-West Canada Medal 1885 reverse. It has the words ‘North West 

Canada’ within a maple leaf wreath and the date ‘1885’ in the centre.  All the medals 

were issued unnamed, but examples are seen privately engraved. 
 

There was some discontent in Canada during the late 1870s and early 1880s and the 

circumstances which led to the North West Rebellion were varied. Western Canada 

saw much change in these times. One major one was the construction of the Canadian 

Pacific Railway from 1875 which brought in thousands of new settlers. During the 

same period local buffalo herds dwindled which affected the native Indians and the 

Métis, an independent nation of Indigenous peoples who inhabited parts of Canada.  An 

indifferent Government didn’t help.  
 

A group of Métis met in spring of 1884, led by Gabriel Dumont, to talk about their grievances. Dumont said he 

couldn’t lead them and suggested Louis Riel, a schoolteacher. In June 1884 Riel was urged to return to the North West 

Territories to help draft a Bill of Rights. By Christmas it was sent to Ottawa, but officials ignored it.   
 

By late February 1885 the group was talking rebellion as Riel’s peaceful methods hadn’t worked. He organized a 

small force of ‘rebels’ which, after a number of battles, was defeated at Batoche by mid May 1885. Shortly thereafter 

Riel surrendered, and he was transported to Regina and held in the guardroom at the North West Mounted Police 

Headquarters.  
 

Charged with treason, Riel was put on trial and was subsequently convicted and sentenced to hang.  Despite several 

petitions for clemency, Riel was hanged at the NWMP Headquarters on 16th November, 1885. 
 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

 

RARE  PROMISSORY  NOTE  1823. 

 

Left - This one Spanish Dollar 

promissory note issued by Lempriere & 

Company of Hobart Town in Van 

Dieman’s Land was issued on 25th June, 

1823. It is note number 24 with the note 

from a booklet of printed ‘promissory 

note’ forms engraved by Samuel 

Clayton, engraver in Sydney. As was his 

practice, Thomas James Lempriere hand-

signed each note which was duly written 

into the issuing ledger by Mr. C. 

Bouchin.  Lempriere & Company issued 

notes to the value of 1, 2 and 4 ‘Spanish-

Dollar’ denominations.   

 

Initially, Thomas Lempriere was in partnership with John Weavell, called Lempriere and Weavell, however, the 

partnership broke up when Weavell departed from Van Dieman’s Land. The note above was issued by Thomas 

Lempriere on his own company’s behalf, known as Lempriere & Company, though he became insolvent in April 

1824.   
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The severe shortage of coinage and lack of banknotes led to a proliferation of these privately issued promissory 

notes. Like happened in the Colony of New South Wales, the Governor of the Van Diemen's Land, and later called 

Tasmania, Lieutenant Governor Collins saw his local economy held up due to the coinage shortages.  
 

Authorities in Britain had put little thought into how the Government would even pay their accounts. No provision had 

been devised forcing their Commissariat Stores to issue their own promissory notes.  Before long local businessmen 

and colonists began to issue their own, these being fairly small denominations 

usually up to one pound. Early notes were issued in Spanish dollars, the silver 

versions of which were universally used around the world due to their consistent 

purity of silver. A four dollar note for example was about equivalent to an English 

pound. Most notes were issued in Spanish Dollars or Pound Sterling.   
 

Even though a promissory note was issued with a value it depended on those 

accepting them as to whether they would discount them i.e., accept them at a 

reduced price. Those of a reliable or well-known issuer suffered little however, 

others may be accepted up to 50 percent off.  
 

It wasn’t too long before people like engraver Samuel Clayton were engraving books 

of blank promissory notes. The Colonial Times in Tasmania had books for sale later 

in 1826. Notes need not be printed on any form as any scrap of paper could be used. 

Notes that remain can be very tatty and damaged, some are even repaired, which 

indicates that these notes circulated extensively. As always happened forgeries soon 

emerged to circulate side by side with genuine promissory notes.  
 

Due to the confusing state over working out the value of the notes ‘The Sterling 

Money Act’ came into being in Tasmania on 22nd September, 1826, requiring all accounting, bank records and 

promissory notes to be kept in Sterling.  It was decided to ban small denomination notes including those in Spanish 

Dollars.  The removal of the notes caused problems until several banks opened in Tasmania and issued their own 

private notes, however the shortage of small change continued.  Ironically, Thomas Lempriere was one of the founders 

of the Bank of Van Dieman’s Land, one of the private banks established. 
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

 

DID  YOU  KNOW? 
 

9th December 1889 – The Bathurst Company Report - The warden at Trunkey, Mr. T. Smith, on Saturday wired to 

Bathurst as follows - “The Bathurst Company crushed 160 tons for 446 ozs. gold. The total crushed has been 380 tons 

stone, for a return of 910ozs. in gold.” This is eminently encouraging and proves that there is a great future before this 

old field. If stone that yields 2½ozs. to the ton will not pay well, the stone not being difficult to get, then mining had 

better be abandoned. 
 

9th December 1889 – Annandale Copper Mine Report – Blayney - The manager (Mr. Scoble) presented a report to 

the directors of the above Company. “I beg to state that during the last eight days there have been raised 12 tons of 

carbonate by two men. I judge the ores to be worth about 10 per cent of copper. Re the whim shaft, the contractors 

came on to the footwall on Thursday last, when they claimed that according to the terms of their agreement with the 

Company their contract was completed, having sunk 19ft. 3inches., being 9in. short of the 20ft. I have now three men 

employed cleaning up the underly shaft. I propose blasting through from the underly to the downright shaft, and thus 

haul all the water and stuff through the downright. The quality of the lode I can say but little of at present everything 

being so dirty and mucky. As soon as the shaft is cleaned out, I will thoroughly examine it and let you know the 

results in my next report. I can state that we have now about 20 tons of low grade sulphuret ores raised to the dressing 

floors from the whim shaft, say 8 per cent, of copper. Re the smelting works. During the last week, we have reduced 

the whole of the metal accumulated at the furnace and have a result of 6 tons 10cwt. 3 qrs. of rough copper, which I 

think should yield 94 or 95 per cent, of copper. Here I must explain that in addition to the amount of metal put through 

the furnace for the above results, there have also been about four tons of carbonates from the mine, of say 10 per cent, 

of copper, and about five tons of Burley Jackey ore put through without the metal. I judge there is now lying about the 

works about a ton of copper in the roasting slags and old bottoms taken out of the furnace.”  
 

1849 - Suttor’s Ebenezer Lead Mine – for some time some of the shareholders were dissatisfied with the directors 

first elected so a meeting was called to elect others by ballot. J.B. Suttor, Esq., Messrs. J. Dalton and J. Franklin, were 

declared duly elected. Then many shareholders refused to pay up their capitol which retarded the working of the lead 

mine. There was a considerable quantity of ore above ground and the work was now being carried on with spirit. Mr. 

Suttor is working a mine on the same estate on his own account, and we have heard it whispered that it is probable that 

a new company will be formed to take both mines.      

 

.                  © Alan McRae – FAIHA – Newsletter Editor 1983 – 2022 


