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BATHURST STAMP, COIN, COLLECTABLES
& LAPIDARY CLUB INC

NEWSLETTER
Issue 223 Under Coronavirus (COVID-19)
MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE FIRST MONDAY EACH MONTH - EXCEPT JANUARY.
AT THE CLUBHOUSE (OLD EGLINTON FIRE SHED), PARK STREET, EGLINTON.
Meetings commence at 7.30pm. Enquires 63315404 AH or write P.O. Box 9156, Bathurst 2795
Editor amcrae@lisp.com.au
www.philas.org.au/bathurst
MAY - JUNE 2020 - UPCOMING PROGRAM
At present there are no meetings scheduled or workshop days due to the Chinese Coronavirus (COVID-19) regulations
introduced by the Australian Government. As soon as there are any changes in some of the regulations and we can start,
even with restricted numbers initially, we will let you know, even if we need to do an emergency newsletter.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hello everyone! I hope this finds you all well in this crazy time when we can’t get near a
lapidary machine, do some jewellery making or meet regularly! We’ll certainly let you all know
when things are getting back to normal and we will be opening for business again. I also wish
you all the best in these trying times of this biosecurity emergency.
Welcome to our May – June 2020 newsletter produced under lockdown conditions brought on
by the Chinese Coronavirus disease (COVID-19). How quickly things changed when our
Government and the majority of the world’s population realised how serious it could get. This
new strain of coronaviruses has shut the world down which will bring financial and labour
problems along later after death and infection numbers are brought under control.
As I write this on 27th April, 2020, Australia has had 6,711 cases of Covid-19, with 16 new
cases and a total of 83 deaths. The people totally recovered is 5,539, with 1,089 still considered active cases of which 42
patients are considered critical. To date health authorities around Australia have carried out 506,449 tests. I think Australia
and New Zealand have been lucky when we see what is happening in the United Kingdom, America, China, Spain,
Germany, Italy, France, Iran, Switzerland, Turkey and other European countries.
It was declared a pandemic on 11th March, 2020, and more than 2.4 million people in 210 countries have been confirmed to
have COVID-19 worldwide. According to the World Health Organisation, more than 169,000 people have died up to 23rd
April, 2020, if we can trust all the figures.
The other great news saw Paul Toole, New South Wales
Minister for Regional Transport and Roads, Member of the
New South Wales Legislative Assembly in the Berejiklian
ministry and Deputy Leader of the New South Wales
Nationals and Local Member for Bathurst, attended our
workshop and clubrooms on Thursday 16th April to
announce that our Grant Application for the Clubroom’s
extension had been approved. Geoff West, Paul Martenz
and Brian Boydell were on hand with Paul, all observing
the 1.5m rule.
This grant is a great boost for our club and we will be able
to continue our student and pensioner classes, and much
more. I would like to thank Brian Boydell and the Council
for the work they are doing to get things moving along. There is not a completion date but all should be finished next year.
We would like to get some current information onto our Club Facebook page so if you have any suggestions (not related to
the building extension) why not send us what members have been working on. You might have come across material related
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to rocks, minerals, lapidary projects etc. Send us some photos together with a short written piece about what you have been
finding or working on. We will post it for you.
Robert Porter, our trips organiser, has had all his planned outings for the Club put into disarray, but in the best interests of
our members and the public and to adhere to the COVID-19 restrictions, outings wont take place until the Government
restrictions allow it.
Many of us belong to that demographic that is more vulnerable to the impact of COVID-19 so be sure to take extra special
care of yourselves. There will be an end to this though probably not until a vaccine appears on the scene, then how long
before the world is inoculated.
Jeff West, President
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

CHRYSANTHEMUM STONES - A MARVEL OF NATURE
At our club’s recent monthly meeting back in March whereby members bring along
their “Latest Acquisition”, one member had several well-presented chrysanthemum
stones. These are black and have a whitish flowery pattern on them and so named
because they resemble chrysanthemum flowers, however they are a natural rock
formation. People seeing them for the first time are usually quite impressed.
One could say they have a three-dimensional pattern of mineral crystals that radiate
from the centre which are imbedded in some type of rock background. Each one is
quite unique with the shapes of ‘flowers’ varying, some even being ‘doubles’.
Chrysanthemum stones are well known in China, Korea and Japan and have over
the centuries, become very symbolic with many specimens looking quite ‘lifelike’.
Chrysanthemum stones have been formed during times of great geological stress
due to high temperatures and great pressure to compress the thick layers of organicrich mud at the bottom of the sea over a long period. As for dating these objects,
many of the Chinese examples anyway are considered to be of the Permian age
which was approximately some 250 million years ago. Some class them as
ornamental rocks, however they are really quite a ‘marvel of nature’.
The flowery patterns are known in Andalucite, snowflake obsidian, sodalite,
celestite, rhodochrosite, quartz as well as ruby in zoisite, just to name a few. The
chrysanthemum’s petals are blades of white to pale bluish grey. The chrysanthemum stones usually contain more than ten
types of trace elements such as Selenium, Strontium, Gold, Silver and Bismuth. Originally discovered in Japan, they are also
found these days primarily in China and Korea, as well as more recently in the United States of America, especially in the
more westerly localities.
They are found most commonly in river beds by local Chinese farmers in the Hunan region of China. They collect examples
which are found associated with normally black Permian limestone, to make themselves a little extra money. The stones
have been weathered from overhanging cliffs and are found in the rapids. The limestone is grey in the Hunan region and one
can say that the ‘stamen’ is a form of chert with the white radiating petals being made of calcite or celestite. The size of
these ‘flowers’ can vary from quite small, say 2 to 4 inches, up to larger examples, just under 2 feet in diameter, though the
latter are obviously tremendously rare.
Specimens found in the Yangtze River Valley in China yield
another chrysanthemum stone flower type, this being formed
with andalucite crystals against a much darker limestone found
in the valley. Geologists in China suggest these examples could
date more accurately around 270 million years old, give or take
a few thousand years of course.
Unfortunately, to satisfy China’s great hunger for progress, this
particular source dried up when the Hunan Dam was
completed and flooded the Yangtze River Valley in May 2006.
The Yangtze River is the longest river in Asia and the third
longest river in the world. The Chinese miners are always on
the lookout for new locations with one being in China’s Hubei
Province. I have seen a dealer with a specimen attributed to the
Daxi River region, again in China. Some chrysanthemum
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stones have been located in mines, though at no great depth at all and I would expect as China progresses and more
freeways are constructed more sites may be found during these projects.
.

Chrysanthemum stones were once one of the official symbols of China’s Imperial Family. These unusual objects are seen to
be associated with ‘longevity’ to many Chinese people as well as being symbols of success and wealth. These stone
chrysanthemum ‘flowers’ were often considered an essential part of any westerner’s meditation kit. The Japanese people
also consider them an object for contemplation. They are shown around the world and the Japanese Gardens in Cowra has a
very large imposing example. Even at the Panama International Exhibition during 1915 the Chinese Government decided to
exhibit one of their prized chrysanthemum stones which was awarded first place in its category and received a gold award.
For those looking for specimens they should be collected as complete as possible as some very poor specimens are being
flaunted on many dealers tables. Marketed specimens with the “flowers” may be smoothed or polished to give it a finished
look and may be highlighted by selective painting of the black matrix with a dye to accentuate the pattern, but they do look
impressive.
Today some chrysanthemum stone shale is carved with the ‘flower carvers’ utilising simple tools. The stone is easy to work
since it is soft. The idea is to work the flower sprays out of the stone and make them stand up, extending out of the black
stone in an artistic way. To finish the stone the worker polishes it up and smoothes it using a piece of fine sand paper before
painting it with wax, lacquer or some other type of liquid, making it look as black as possible. Sometimes, the carved
crystals are outlined with black ink to give them an extra contrast. AKM
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

INK BOTTLE BRITISH REGISTRATION DIAMOND
You may recall I was given an old ink bottle that had been found in a garage sale. It
turns out it is almost 150 years old. In actual fact it was turned in December 1871.
We can identify the age due to the British Diamond Registration Marks or Losenge
Marks impressed into the side of the stoneware ink bottle near the base.
The British Government initiated the ‘Copyright of Design Act 1842’ that allowed the
mark to be used to allow confirmation that a design had been registered in Britain,
allowing a three year copyright protection. Official records were held by the Patent
Office in London. The diamond contained enough information to allow identification
to look up records. There was a letter to represent the year so the first series ran from
1842 to 1867. Other letters identified the day and month of registration, the material
and bundle number. A second registration series was started in 1868 and lasted until
1883, this being made possible by moving around the positions of the various
identifiers. The example here was in the second series.
During 1883 the Patents, Designs and Trade Marks Act rationalised the system and
thereafter only a number series was used. In the centre you will notice an ‘Rd’ which
was short for registered number. Such designs could then be produced in quantity for
as long as needed or fashionable and numbers therefore only give the earliest date in
which an object could have been produced.
Since improvements in design have always been a driving force in the industrial
societies, many of the numbers would only have been used for a few years and
therefore do give a helpful guide.
In the 1890s various countries wanted the country of origin marked on imported goods,
with America being one such country. Thus producers and maniufacturers simply
added or impressed the word ‘England’, this continuing from 1891 to about 1909.
Afterwards, exporters changed to ‘Made in England’, until most changed over to
‘Made in Britain’. In order to make sure all exports had the necessary marks applied,
most manufacturers simply used the marks on all their products rather than just those
they had intended for export. The registration marks also appeared on metalwork.
One finds the Registration Mark on the bottom of dinner sets which allows families
and collectors to date their ancestral crockery. On the other side of the ink bottle (above
right) it has the impressed mark stating that the bottle was made by ‘Bourne & Son,
Denby Potteries, Derby’ in an oval pattern, as well as his patent number in the centre.
It was made by Joseph Bourne, potter. This famous stoneware and earthenware
manufactory in Derbyshire was established in 1809. Joseph Bourne died in 1860 but his pottery works continued.
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The ‘EX’ mark idea was brought in in an effort to protect both the ceramic and glass bottle industry and raise more income
for the Government. The British Government decided to put an Excise Duty on the liquid containers and bottles in 1812. It
required that an excise duty be paid at the rate of two shillings and sixpence (2/6) per hundred weight (cwt) of stoneware
bottles until 1817 when it was increased to five shillings (5/-) for the same weight. In 1817 potters had to impress the ‘EX’
mark. The Government Act covered “all bottles not exceeding two quarts in measure, with a mouth or neck not exceeding
three inches in diameter in the narrowest part.” The tax did not apply to
exported stoneware bottles.
The salt glazed stoneware process was developed in 1672 by John Dwight.
However it was about a century later that pottery works began to manufacture
the first salt glazed ginger beer bottles, though they did not have an internal
glaze at first. The opaque bottles were fired in small kilns, usually seven or
eight feet across. The firing process was basically the same for all potteries the bottles were packed tightly into the kiln and the fires set. When the
temperature reached its peak, salt was thrown into the firebox. It would
vaporise, giving the vitreous glaze on the exterior of the bottle. Potters and
labourers usually worked a twelve hour day.
Right - A British Registration Diamond can be seen on a Lithgow miner’s
lunch box.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

WAS THIS FIVE POUND BANK OF ENGLAND NOTE THE FULL QUID?
During World War Two the Nazis regime came up with a
scheme to make money to finance another side of their
war - the idea was for the Germans to flood Britain with
forged or counterfeit banknotes, hoping that they could
collapse the British economy.
The Allied Military Authorities were on the look out for
specially forged English banknotes though little did they
know that around nine million forged notes, in varying
denominations, would turn up, totalling some
130,000,000 English pounds.
The plan was conceived in 1940 by Alfred Naujacks,
however nothing really happened until 1942 when an SS
Oberfuehrer Doerner began visiting various
concentration camps throughout Europe. He was looking for inmates with special talents that could further the cause for
Germany and the Fuhrer, Adolf Hitler. SS Major Frederick Walter Bernhard Kruger, who was
one the staff of Reichfuhrer Heinrich Himmler, right, was to oversee the operation. Kruger
actually used one of his middle names for the German codename for the activities – “Operation
Bernhard”.
Then Doerner offered Jewish inmates a proposition - their lives in exchange for this Nazi plot. He
found about 140 men - bankers, printers, engravers, graphic composers and others. Initially the
fake notes were to be dropped from German bombers, then it was decided to use them to finance
Nazi intelligence operations against the Allies behind their lines, as well as in Britain.
The Nazi captors were fortunate in finding a very skilled career counterfeiter named Soloman
‘Solly’ Smolianoff who could produce a very acceptable banknote printing plate. In fact they
were so good even the Nazi experts were fooled. German banknote paper was brought in but the
prisoners found that it was really nothing like the paper that the British used for their banknotes. The ink also had to be
specially made to as near as the genuine thing. The printing machinery was set up in the village of Redl Zipf, where the
allies finally located and destroyed it. Finally after the notes were approved, they were issued to the Nazi agents in the field.
The prisoners often worked long hours with little sleep, although they did get reasonable rations and better accommodation and they were alive. Some prisoners were even able to get some of their families released out of concentration camps with
the help of Kruger. In the end some of the German officials were so happy with the work on “Operation Bernhard” that they
presented medals to 18 of the Jewish counterfeiters, although they could only wear their War Merit medals in their barracks
and never be seen outside with them.
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A number of the Gestapo and the SS finally heard about the plan and all the Jewish prisoners were to be executed
immediately. Somehow Kruger and the other SS officials working with the forging programme did not carry out the
command to kill the Jewish workers. They were supposed to go to the gas chambers at the Ebebsee Camp and Kruger
actually freed them instead. Friends of the freed hid many of Jewish forgers allowing them to escape, some heading towards
the American lines.
In the final panic, as the Allies and Russian Armies approached, the remaining Nazi guards were ordered to hide the
evidence of the forging operation and dumped plates, equipment and notes in a deep Austrian lake named Lake Toplitz.
Later, a British General noticed his men diving and swimming in the lake, it was the middle of winter. The men were
bringing up handfuls of wet but new British banknotes. The authorities were brought in to investigate and not long after a
German officer was captured by advancing American troops, in his vehicle were boxes of the forged British banknotes. He
probably had ideas that he could live on the forgeries. Ironically, Kruger was also captured later but was never prosecuted.
The British held him in gaol for nearly three years and then he was held by the French for another two years. After being
freed he went to Switzerland to live where he died in 1981. AKM
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

FOSSILISED NAUTILUS
Although ammonites are extinct these days and often
found as fossils they are actually relatives of sea
creatures such as the modern ‘Nautilus’ found on
Palau Islands, an archipelago of well over 350 islands.
As part of the Micronesia region in the western Pacific
Ocean between Guam and the Philippines, some of the
islands were the scene of the Battle of Peleliu in
World War II between the Americans and the
Japanese.
Ammonites were marine animals that belonged to the
phylum Mollusca and the class Cephalopoda. These
molluscs had a coiled external shell not unlike our
modern nautilus. The Jurassic Period began about 200
million years ago and the Cretaceous ended about 66
million years ago. The ammonites became extinct at
the end of the Cretaceous Period, at roughly the same
time as the dinosaurs disappeared. These clever molluscs lived for some 40 million years, hence because they are commonly
found as fossils, formed when the remains or traces of the animal became buried sediment that later solidified into rock.
The ammonite’s shell was divided into chambers separated by walls known as a septa (singular septum). Some early
ammonites had some bizarrely shaped shells. These strengthened the shell and stopped it from being crushed by the external
water pressure. The ammonite itself lived in the last chamber only and the body-chamber was bursting with gas or fluid. The
ammomite was able to regulate the fluid or gas in order to function by controlling its buoyancy and movement in the ocean
or bay. Palaeontologists think that the ammonites were unable to withstand depths of over 300 feet. The shell is composed
of prisms of aragonite, a type of calcium carbonate.
All Nautiluses, both the ancient types and those found today, all had bad eyesight. They had to rely on their use of scent and
touch in order to find their food supply. It is thought they fed at night and were scavengers looking for worms, dead fish,
plankton, small shrimp, even vegetation found on the ocean floor. They lived to about 20 years.
Left, is the one cent postage stamp from Aitutaki in the Cook Islands and
features the Nautlius Macromphalus. These nautilus inhabit the
continental shelf and is often seen in the coral reefs. Any dead red and
white molluscs are sold to tourists or locals will remove the outer layers of
these colourful shells to allow the silvery mother-of-pearl outer surface to
reveal itself. They move vertically in the salt water by regulating the gases
retained in their chambered body, thus altering their buoyancy.
The natives of the Cook Islands also eat the meat which is normally sold
in the local markets, the shells being found near beaches. The Nautilus
species are from time to time described as ‘living fossils’ owing to them
being the sole surviving members of a large subclass.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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WORLD WAR TWO MEDALS WITH UNOFFICIAL TOBRUK MEDAL
This set of World War Two medals
was awarded to VX10585 Lance
Corporal
William
Wallace
Mackenzie, a wool classer from
Victoria and sets like this are keenly
sought after by collectors. He was
born on 14th April, 1906, at
Yarrawonga in Victoria. When he
enlisted he was single and listed his
sister as his next-of-kin – Miss
Margaret MacKenzie, 20 Parrington
Road, Balwyn. He was 71 inches tall,
with blue eyes, black hair and a
medium complexion. He enlisted in
the Australian Imperial Force in South Melbourne on 1st March, 1940, and allotted to the Australian Army Service Corps
Ammunition Company. Not long after, he embarked onto a troopship on 5th May, 1940, bound for Gourock in Scotland,
arriving on 19th June. On 27th June he was sent to the 72nd Battalion at Tidworth in Wiltshire in England for training
before joining the 2nd/11th Field Ambulance on 6th August as a Group II Nursing Orderly.
On 8th March, 1941, he arrived by ship in the Middle East and went on operations in Palestine and North Africa, including
being one of the Rats of Tobruk. He was hospitalised to the 58th British General Hospital on 22nd October. On 2nd March,
1942, he joined the Australian Army Medical Corps Training Depot for further tuition before rejoining his unit on 20th
March, 1942. In September, whilst in Palestine, William was again hospitalised quite sick, this time in the 7th Australian
General Hospital after which he returned to the base company in Palestine on 29th November, 1942.
Again William fell ill and was admitted to the 6th Australian General Hospital on 9th January, 1943, and embarked at Suez
on 24th January and disembarking in Sydney on 27th February, 1943. After several weeks leave he entrained to the 7th
Convalescent hospital as staff at Redbank in Queensland on 7th May, 1943. He was promoted to Lance Corporal the
following month. In late January 1944 Will was sent to Camp Pell Depot in Melbourne where he was discharged on medical
grounds on 31st March, 1944.
The Rats of Tobruk were around 14,000 soldiers of the Australian-led Allied garrison that held the Libyan port of Tobruk
against the Afrika Corps, during the Siege of Tobruk in World War Two. The siege started on 11th April, 1941, and they
were relieved on 10th December. The Australian and British soldiers were besieged by a German–Italian Army commanded
by General Erwin Rommel. The garrison was commanded by an Australian officer, Lieutenant General Leslie Morshead.
He recived his set of medals – the 1939/45 Star, Africa Star with 8th Army clasp, Defence medal, War medal, Australian
Service medal and the unofficial Tobruk Seige medal. The Tobruk Siege ‘T’ Medal, as it’s called, was dispensed to
Australian, British, New Zealand, Polish and Indian troops who saw action during the Siege of Tobruk in North Africa
between April and December 1941.
The Rats of Tobruk, which included some 35,000 allies, including the British 8th Army,
were besieged from April and August 1941. They were under incessant air attack,
particularly from German Stuka dive-bombers, as well as artillery fire and attacks by
tanks. Unable to bring supplies in over the desert the British Navy had to unload and
depart under the cover of darkness in Tobruk’s deep-water harbour. Finally, the
Australians were gradually withdrawn during the three moonless periods between August
and October.
German Commander General Erwin Rommel, the so-called ‘Desert Fox’, Hitler’s
aspiring commander, had arrived in Libya in North Africa to support the flagging Italian
Army. After Tobruk was besieged, the newspapers began telling the story and soon it was
making headlines around the world. The American-born British fascist William Joyce,
better known as Lord Haw-Haw, took to the radio in Berlin to try to undermine the
morale of the entrapped garrison, ridiculing their opponents as the “poor rats of Tobruk”.
The soldiers took it as a compliment. Joyce was hanged after the war for treason.
There are several Tobruk unofficial medals, this one, left, being called the Tobruk Siege
Medal. Known as the “T” medal it was issued to Australian, British, Indian, New
Zealand and Polish troops who were in action during the Siege of Tobruk. The Tobruk
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Siege Medal is an unofficial award issued by the Rats of Tobruk Association in 1977. It is worn on the right breast and not
mounted, though many now are mounted together. The medal came with a cream coloured ribbon with red and light blue
stripes. The medal could be issued posthumously.
Another earlier medal of which some 300 are believed to have been made. Again it was an unofficial issue. This one was
made by some Australian Field Engineers using a cast from dental plaster. It actually featured a rat. The engineers utilised
the metal from a German bomber that the Aussies had shot down. The reverse was engraved with the recipient’s name.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

WAR POSTAL HISTORY INCLUDES THE FIELD CENSOR
Left – The 6th Division AIF tent accommodation and
‘Field Censor’ in the Aitape-Wewak area of New
Guinea in 1945.
In December 1944, after the 6th Division AIF
assumed greater responsibility for operations in the
Aitape-Wewak area, they extended their campaign
along the northern coast of New Guinea. They were
fighting against a determined Japanese Imperical
Army under Japanese Colonel Takano.
Some 3000 Indian POWs captured in Singapore were
sent to Wewak in New Guinea to work as forced
labourers unloading ships, digging latrines, digging
defensive trenches, transporting rations and supplies.
By September 1944 Australian forces had managed to
drive the last remnants of General Hotazo Adachi’s
Eighteenth Army away from their last coastal
positions and into the mountains. The Japanese

force was primarily made up of the remnants of
three divisions with around 35,000 men in the area. .
The Australian 6th Division under General Jack
Stevens was left after the Americans moved out late in
1944 and the General was determined to prevent the
Japanese forces from moving westward. By the end of
October patrols were being conducted in the coastal
jungle in an attempt to expand their limited
knowledge of the Japanese positions. Fighting
continued for some ten months with the Japanese
offering some determined resistance to try to get a
foothold and at the same time trying to locate food.
The Japanese surrender in mid-August 1945, ended the fighting at Wewak with only 13,500 Japanese soldiers surrendering
from an original total of around 100,000. Many Japanese
sucumbed to starvation, illness, suicide, disease, wounds
and killed in action. In the ten months the 6th Division
AIF lost just 442 dead.
The field censor was an officer, officers or even a padre
who were expected to read each letter posted before it left
the field post office. Some would scratch out any
offending information whilst some wartime censors
excised text from a letter with a sharp knife, razor blade or
a pair of scissors. If a letter was really heavily censored
using a blade it could resemble a piece of crude lace. If an
officer considered that there was too much information or
that regulations had been pushed to the limit, examiners
were authorised to condemn the entire letter and return it back to the sender. The purple censor stamp with the number ‘366’
at the bottom has been applied to this cover above before the Japanese invaded in early December 1941.
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Should the amount of letters get too great then a sampling of mail was to be opened and read. All services had their letters
censored and cables and telephone calls were subject to censorship. One objective of wartime censorship was to deprive the
enemy of information that they could effectively use. Servicemen and women letter writers knew that their outgoing letters
would or could be censored as they usually submitted them to headquarters in unsealed envelopes.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

CITRINE
At our last meeting before the Coronavirus hit the world one
member had some fine pieces of polished citrine. It is a
transparent, pale yellow to brownish orangey red variety of
the silica mineral quartz. The yellow-to-orange colour is
caused by a trace of iron in the citrine’s structure. In our club
much of the citrine is used as a gemstone for faceting and due
to its hardness of 7 it can be cut to almost any shape.
Natural citrine is considered by many as quite rare when it’s
compared to amethyst or smoky quartz. Quartz is the second
most common mineral in our earth’s crust. At one time many
early geologists confused it with topaz. Its name is derived
from ‘citrina’, its colour yellow is known as ‘citron’. In French ‘citron’ means the yellow lemon.
The Chinese and Indians used citrine to ‘treat’ snake bites. The ancient Greeks and Romans sought out citrine to make
ornaments, jewellery and personal decorations. They referred to it as ‘yellow quartz’. They were prepared to pay extra for
the rich red to dark orange tones that they called ‘fire quartz’. Greek physicians used crushed citrine to treat bladder and
thyroid problems.
Citrine’s chemical composition is SiO2 so it’s made up of silicon and oxygen formed within all types of rocks. It has a
trigonal crystal system.
Buyers are always keen to purchase the saturated colors, the richer and more even the colour the better thus making them a
higher valued gemstone. As with the majority of gemstones, the clearer the stone the greater its worth. Cracks must also
be avoided. Along with topaz, citrine is a birthstone for November supposedly offering calming virtues. It also encourages
warmth and wealth. Many recognise citrine as the gem to commemorate their thirteenth anniversary.
Citrine is found in Australia, Zambia, India, Myanmar, England, Germany, China, Austria, South Africa, Norway, Brazil,
Greece, Russia, Czech Republic, Argentina, Canada, Madagascar, Scotland, America, Mexico and Spain to name a few.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

KING GEORGE III SIXPENCE 233 YEARS OLD
This sixpence is a one-year type coin minted in silver in 1787 during the reign of King
George III. The obverse is seen left with the 21 mm diameter coin weighing 3 grams.
The coin features a renaissance-style bust of the King with this particular coin minted
with several small hearts in the shield on the left side on the reverse.
The laureate and draped bust of King George
III can be seen wearing his armour and facing
to the right. Around the edge is the wording GEORGIVS III DEI GRATIA which
translates ‘George the Third by the Grace of
God.’ The reverse boasts four shields in
cruciform, each of which contains elements of the British Royal Arms. The four
shields are arranged to form a cross with the Star of the Garter at its centre. Between
arms of cross, a crown, with M B F ET H REX F D B ET L D S R I A T ET E 1787
around the edge, the date being below the shield containing Irish arms. The semee of
hearts are in Hanoverian shield. The legend translates – ‘King of Great Britain,
France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Duke of Brunswick and Lueneburg, Arch Treasurer and Elector of the Holy
Roman Empire’. The coin dies were engraved by Lewis Pingo and the coins were made of .925 silver.
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