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The NEXT ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS 

ON TUESDAY 26thAPRIL  
 

Our next meeting is at the Orange 

Cultural Centre at 7.30 on Tuesday 

26th April 2022 
 

Wearing a face-mask is optional. .   

 

Our next monthly coin & 

stamp mini-fair is in the 

Orange Cultural Centre is still 

planned for Saturday 7th May 2022 

from 9 to about 1.  

 

 
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair 

are held in the Orange Cultural 

Centre building Sale St, Orange. It’s 

the building that used to be a 

school. It’s on the right hand side as 

you enter the Woolworths Car Park. 

The building is sort of opposite 

Harris Farm Market, but entrance is 

from the mini-park on the Sale St 

frontage 
 

OUR NEXT CLUB ‘NIGHT’ 

MEETING AFTER THE MARCH 

2022 ONE IS ON TUESDAY 26th 

APRIL 2022 
 

Our next night-time, monthly meeting, is 

on Tuesday 26th April 2022 at 7.30pm.  

The Club always meets on the last Tuesday 

of each month, except in December. 

 

ORANGE STAMPS & COINS 

AUCTION #8 IS NOW ON 

SATURDAY 21st May 2022  
 

Orange Stamps and Coins’ Auction #8 is 

now scheduled for Saturday 21st May 2022 

at the Orange High School Hall in 

Woodward St, Orange. 
 

The catalogue originally issued remains 

valid and unchanged in any way.  If you 

need a catalogue please contact Howard 

Lyons by email at   

howard.lyons@bigpond.com  or telephone 

6362 2368 and leave name and number 

 

 
 

ORANGE EXPO 2022– 9th & 10th 

APRIL 2022 
 

The Club held its 2022 Orange Coin & Stamp 

Expo on the 9th and 10th April 20222.     The 

venue was the Orange High School Hall in 

Woodward St Orange.   

 

Attendance was definitely down on last year’s 

event.  Expo competed against a host of other 

activities on for Orange Food Week. Visitors 

from the distant parts of our region may have 

been deterred by high fuel prices. Also, a 

number of people, including some Club 

members, seemed hesitant about the danger of 

Covid being transmitted. 

 

Dealers who came are listed on the next page. 

 

The Andy Auld Perpetual Shield for what the 

public voted as the best display was won by 

Tony Read.  His display “A”, Notable Facts – 

Banknotes was a comprehensive look at 

Australia’s pre-Decimal banknotes. Equal 2nd 

and only one vote behind Tony’s winning 

display was “G”, Rob Willis’ Edith Cavell & 

Pauline Depage: Two WWI Martyrs and “K”, 

Eileen Davidson’s Ancient Egypt.     

 

mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
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The M.R. Roberts’ Memorial Shield for the 

best numismatic display was won by Eileen 

Davidson for her large display case: Ancient 

Egypt.  This was the 2nd year that this shield has 

been awarded. 

The image, above, shows president Tony Read 

presenting the Bob. Roberts Shield to Eileen 

Davidson. 
 

A list of 2022 Expo displays is shown on page 5.

      

The 2022 Expo raffle hamper was won by 

your editor (ticket yellow C 34), who ad, 

Emitted buying “a large number of tickets”. 2nd 

prize, the boxed champagne was won by David 

Rees (ticket purple D66). 

 

It was great to have a kid’s activities table 

again, thanks to the unstinting work of Audrey 

Ferris. 

 

OUR EXPO 2022 DEALERS PLEASE 

KEEP SUPPORTING THEM AT 

EXPO 2022   

Dealers who attended our 20212 Expo were: - 

 Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 

www.wynyardcoins.com.au  

 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) – PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 

A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044) 

Buying and Selling 

 

  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 

6362 2368, E-mail: 

howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying 

and Selling – Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  

 

 Pittwater Philatelic Service – (John 

Pearson) Newport Beach. Phone 

(02)9979 1561 Email: 

pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au  

 

 Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown. 

NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email – 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-

wide stamps bought and sold  

 

 AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of Long 

Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. Email: - 

aaastamps@yahoo.com.au Buying & 

selling World stamps  
 

DATES FOR 2022 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting on 26th 

April 2022 at the Orange Cultural Centre, 

Sale St, 7.30pm 
 

Junction Park Stamp Club’s Stamp Fair, 
public holiday 2nd May 2022, 9-3, Acacia 

Ridge Hotel/Motel, 1386 Beaudesert Road, 

Acacia Ridge, Brisbane 

mailto:pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
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Orange Coin & Stamp Club Saturday 

morning mini fair, Saturday 7th May 2022 at 

the Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St, 9-12.30 

 

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc meeting, 7pm 

11th May 2022, St Thomas More Church Hall, 

43 Acacia Ave, Ruse.  Ian Dolstra’s display of 

Australian women aviatrix’s: Women with 

Altitude. 
 

Wagga 2-day Stamp & Coin Fair, 14th & 

15th May 2022, Sturt Primary School, 

Kooringal, Wagga 

 

Parramatta Philatelic Society’s Open Day, 
Saturday 14 May 2022, OES Hall, Railway 

St, Wentworthville (behind the Rly Stn). 

 43 Aca 

Orange Stamps & Coins Auction #8 at the 

Orange High School Hall, Saturday 21st May 

2022, auction starts at 1.30pm, lot viewing all 

morning 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 31st May 2022 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 
 

Petersham Fair, Petersham Town Hall, 

Sunday 29th May 2022, Petersham Town Hall, 

Crystal St, Petersham 

 

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition has 

been rescheduled for 27-29 May 2022. At 

Newcastle Showground Exhibition Centre, 

Broadmeadow 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Saturday 

morning mini fair, Saturday 4th June 2022 at 

the Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St, 9-12.30 

 

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc meeting, 7pm 

11th May 2022, St Thomas More Church Hall, 

43 Acacia Ave, Ruse.  Display: Flags by Alan 

Mayhew 
 

Rockhampton Stamp Fair, 25 June 2022, 

10-4, Frenchville Sports Club, North 

Rockhampton 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting Saturday 28th June 2022 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 7.30pm 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Saturday 

morning mini fair, Saturday 2nd July 2022 at 

the Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St, 9-12.30 

 

PHILAS Auction, Saturday 9th July 2022 at 

PHILAS House, Darlinghurst 

 

Petersham Fair, Petersham Town Hall, 

Sunday 31st July 2022, Crystal St, Petersham 

 

ANPEX 2022 Adelaide single frame 

exhibition, 20-21 August 2022. 

Commemorates the Sesquicentenary of the 

completion of the Overland Telegraph Line 

from Adelaide to Darwin. 

See apf.org.au/sa/anpex 22 

 

Melbourne 2022 FIAP International Stamp 

& Coin Show, 8-11 September 2022. See 

Melbourne2022.com.au 

 

PHILAS Auction #141, 12noon Saturday 17 

September 2022. PHILAS House, 

Darlinghurst.  200 lots only but core of 

auction is the Ron Flowers Collection. 

 

Petersham Fair, Petersham Town Hall, 

Sunday 30th October 2022, Crystal St, 

Petersham 
 

PHILAS Auction #142, 12noon Saturday 17 

November 2022. PHILAS House, 

Darlinghurst.   
 

Wagga 2-day Stamp & Coin Fair, 26th and 

27th November 2022, Sturt Primary School, 

Kooringal, Wagga 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB 
 

Items for this newsletter need to be posted to the 

Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -PO Box 

9113, ORANGE 2800.  They can always also be 

e-mailed to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au  

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO CASH! 

GET SOME PAGES READY FOR THE 

CLUB’S EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin Richardson said that the stamp & coin 

circuit books are both circulating. Colin needs 

coin and stamp pages for the next circuit books. 

Colin is very keen to get more sheets for the next 

books.   He can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634 

 
ORANGE COIN & STAMP EXPO 2022 DISPLAYS:-  

 

Display A  Notable Facts – Banknotes  Tony Read 

Display B  India – stamps    Tony Read 

Display C  Tattersall’s Lottery covers from Qld 

         Derek Dolstra 

Display D  Woomera Rocket Launch covers 

         Derek Dolstra 

Display E  French Navy Mails from Small Ships 

         Derek Dolstra 

Display G  Edith Cavell & Pauline Depage: WWI Martyrs 

         Rob Willis 

Display H  King George V’s 1911 Coronation 

         Tony Read 

Display I  Chinese on the Gold-fields  Eileen Davidson 

Display J  British North Borneo   Col. Davidson 

Display K  Ancient Egypt    Eileen Davidson 

Display L  Money Trees    Col. Davidson 

Display M  Coins that Jesus Held   Col. Davidson 

Display N  Thailand Banknotes (2 cases)        Ray Norman 
 

 

 

 
 

Thanks to community radio 2MCE 92.3 Bathurst and 94.7 Orange for their Expo 2022 
publicity 
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Derek Dolstra presenting the Andy Auld Perpetual Trophy to Tony Read for the most 
popular display 

 

 
 

Tony Read and Rob. Willis at the Club tables at Expo 2022 
All photo images thanks to Col Davidson 
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Phil. Morehouse, with Win. Morehouse at the back with customers Richard Gammie 
(seated) and Bruce Stanford (standing). 

 

 
 

Eileen Davidson setting up the front table & the raffle prizes on the Saturday morning. 
Huge thanks goes to Eileen & Col Davidson for helping on the front desk on both days. 

 
All photo images thanks to Col Davidson 
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Customers with Tony Byrne at AA Byrne Coins tables 
 

 
 

Howard Lyons chatting to Steve Burton and his wife while setting up at Orange Expo 2022 
on 9th April 2022 

All photo images thanks to Col Davidson 
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John Pearson of Pittwater Philatelics at Expo 2022 (and son as chief helper – 
sadly, the ever-knowledgeable Paul Storm couldn’t come) 
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The M.R. Roberts’ Wynyard Coin Centre tables at Orange Expo 2022 
 

 

 
 

M.R. Roberts 
Wynyard Coin Centre 
3 Barrack St Sydney 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
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ADELAIDE POUND, first type, 1852, with beaded inner circle on the reverse and fine milling, type 1a. Contact 

mark under upstroke of the N of ONE, minor contact marks either side, well struck with some original mint 

bloom... 

From Nobles Numismatics for $175 000 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

Orange Stamps and 

Coins 

Stamp & Coin Auction #8  
At the Orange High School Hall in Woodward Street, Orange 

Is on (again) on Saturday 21st May 2022  

 
Auction starts at 1.30pm.  Lot viewing all morning. 

 
Having originally been planned for July 17th, 2021 and postponed 
several times due to COVID 19 restrictions, the catalogue originally 
issued remains valid and unchanged. If you need a copy email 
howard.lyons@bigpond.com  or telephone 6362 2368 leave name 
and number 
 

 

 

mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
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THE EAST AFRICAN CAMPAIGN OF WORLD 
WAR II & THE “M.E.F.” OVERPRINTS 

The East African campaign was fought in East Africa during the Second 
World War by Allies of World War II, mainly from the British Empire, against 

Italy and its colony of Italian East Africa, between June 1940 and November 

1941. The British Middle East Command with troops from the United Kingdom, 
South Africa, British India, Uganda Protectorate, Kenya, Somaliland, West 

Africa, Northern and Southern Rhodesia, Sudan and Nyasaland participated in 
the campaign.   These were joined by the Allied Force Publique of Belgian 

Congo, Imperial Ethiopian Arbegnoch (resistance forces) and a small unit of 
Free French.  

 

North Africa 1940 

Italian East Africa was defended by the Comando Forze Armate dell'Africa 
Orientale Italiana (Italian East African Armed Forces Command), with units 

from the Regio Esercito (Royal Army), Regia Aeronautica (Royal Air Force) and 

Regia Marina (Royal Navy). The Italian forces included about 250,000 soldiers 
of the Regio Corpo Truppe Coloniali (Royal Corps of Colonial Troops), led by 

Italian officers and NCOs. With Britain in control of the Suez Canal, the Italian 
forces were cut off from supplies and reinforcement once hostilities began.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fascist_Italy_(1922%E2%80%931943)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_East_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_of_South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Raj
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uganda_Protectorate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Kenya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Somaliland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_West_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_West_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Rhodesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Rhodesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Egyptian_Sudan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nyasaland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Force_Publique
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgian_Congo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgian_Congo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arbegnoch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_French_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Italian_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regia_Aeronautica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regia_Marina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regio_Corpo_Truppe_Coloniali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-commissioned_officer
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Italian East Africa, 1940 

On 13 June 1940, an Italian air raid took place on the RAF base at Wajir in 
Kenya and the air war continued until Italian forces had been pushed back 

from Kenya and Sudan, through Somaliland, Eritrea and Ethiopia in 1940 and 
early 1941. The remnants of the Italian forces in the region surrendered after 

the Battle of Gondar in November 1941, except for small groups that fought a 
guerrilla war in Ethiopia against the British until the Armistice of Cassibile in 

September 1943, which ended the war between Italy and the Allies. The East 
African campaign was the first Allied strategic victory in the war; few Italian 

forces escaped the region to be used in other campaigns and the Italian defeat 
greatly eased the flow of supplies through the Red Sea to Egypt. 

Commonwealth troops remained in occupation in Eritrea & Somaliland, and in 
in Cyrenaica and Tripolitania (now both in Libya) when both the Italian and 
German armies were finally routed. 

 

South African troops with a captures Italian flag, 1942 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wajir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenya_Colony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Gondar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_guerrilla_war_in_Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice_of_Cassibile
http://www.worldstatesmen.org/Libya.htm#Cyrenaica
http://www.worldstatesmen.org/Libya.htm#Tripolitania
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Indian troops in a village in Eritrea, 1941 

 

The British occupying forces initially used normal, un-overprinted British 
stamps, but in 1942 overprinted them "MEF" (Middle East Forces). An earlier 

proposal had been to overprint them "MELF" (Middle East Land Forces). These 
were first released in north east Africa in Eritrea (March 1942) and in Italian 

Somaliland (13 April 1942); then in 1943 they were also released on the 
African Mediterranean in Cyrenaica and Tripolitania (now both in Libya), and 

eventually in the Greek Dodecanese Islands in 1945. These overprinted 
stamps were used over a very large geographical spread. 

 
The MEF stamps were gradually replaced by overprinted issues for individual 

areas: - under East Africa Forces (1943), Eritrea (1948), Somalia (1948), and 
Tripolitania (1948) - except for the Dodecanese Islands which continued to use 

MEF stamps until the end of the occupation in 1947, and Cyrenaica which had 
a new design inscribed with the territory name in 1950. As implied by the 

overprint the stamps were intended for use by military personnel rather than 

primarily as a public service. 
 

There is much mystery surrounding the first issues. It is known that Harrisons 

overprinted the 1943 (pale colours + 5d) set, but it is not known for sure who 
printed the 1942 sets (dark colours + 5d), which appear to have been 

overprinted locally on British stamps already in the stores. The commonest 
"dark colours" set, with a nice clean 14mm overprint (used in Eritrea and 

Somalia), is now thought to have been overprinted by the Army Printing 
Services in Cairo and not (as previously thought) by Harrisons; the other "dark 

colours" set (used only in Eritrea), with a mixture of a nice clean 13½mm 
lettering overprint alternating with a very rough font, is now commonly listed 

as being prepared by "an unidentified printer in the MEF area". Alternative 
printers proposed for the latter include McCorquodales and a Greek printer in 

http://www.worldstatesmen.org/Eritrea.html
http://www.worldstatesmen.org/Somalia.html#Italian%20Somalia
http://www.worldstatesmen.org/Somalia.html#Italian%20Somalia
http://www.worldstatesmen.org/Libya.htm#Cyrenaica
http://www.worldstatesmen.org/Libya.htm#Tripolitania
http://www.worldstatesmen.org/Greece.html#Dodecanese
http://www.gbos.org.uk/index.php/Country_List/12
http://www.gbos.org.uk/index.php/Country_List/14
http://www.gbos.org.uk/index.php/Country_List/34
http://www.gbos.org.uk/index.php/Country_List/37


ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER APRIL 2022 

17 | P a g e  
 

Cairo by the name of Murafatli. One report has the issue being printed in the 

back of an Army lorry near Nairobi. It is a matter of some note that a stamp 
issue prepared officially by the somewhat bureaucratic British army, and in use 

for nine months, should have no records of its place of printing. 
 

The GB Overprint Society reported that in the 13½mm-wide lettering issue 

referred to above, the lines of overprint are either in clean letters or in rough 
letters. But it is not simply alternate rows: - the clean overprint is in rows 2, 3, 

7 of each 6*10 pane, with the rough overprint on the other rows. This leads to 
the ironical situation that se-tenant pairs of the two overprints are keenly 

sought after (and highly priced) but are actually slightly commoner than 
vertical pairs with the same overprint on each: if you remove the 3 se-tenant 

pairs from a column (1+2,3+4,7+8) you are left with two pairs of rough 
overprints (5+6,9+10), and there is only one way of making a pair of smooth 

overprints (destroying two adjacent se-tenant pairs). 
 

From 23 August 1950 the British Post Office permitted the use in the U.K. of 

any overprinted stamps which did not alter the face value. MEF stamps can 
therefore be found with UK postmarks, and are fully legitimate items, but sell 

for much less than those with postmarks from the relevant area. 
 

All stamps were overprinted "M.E.F. 
 

The GB Overprints Society reported 4 distinguishable types for values 1d-5d:-  
 

(a) Local issues (14mm x just under 3½ mm) [Eritrea, Somalia] 
(b) Local issue (13½mm x just over 3mm) [Eritrea] 

- (b1) stamps with square stops 
- (b2) stamps with round stops 

(c) Harrison issue (13½mm, oblong stops) [Eritrea, Cyrenaica, Tripolitania, 
Dodecanese Is] 

Only the 5d presents a real problem with identification, between rare type (b1, 
No. 10) and common type (c, No. 20), though the dark colours of the 2½d and 

3d can sometimes be difficult to distinguish against the dark background. 

King George VI  

(a) Local issue, 14mm x just under 3½mm-wide lettering  
(Eritrea & Somalia) 

2 March 1942  
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Stamps with round stops:-  

 

Harrison overprint issue, 13½mm lettering, oblong stops -  
(Eritrea, Cyrenaica, Tripolitania, Dodecanese Is) 

January 1943 
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Postage Due stamps were also overprinted:-  
 

 
 

Covers posted in the East African war zone can be hard to find:-  

 

 
The Italian postmarkers were often retained. 
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A large number of surplus MEF stamps were used on U.K. domestic postage after 1950. 

Your editor suspects his used MEF overprint stamp set  had probably been originally purchased 

over the counter somewher in Britain 
 

The information in this article was taken largely from the GB Overprints Society webisite:-   

http://www.gbos.org.uk/  - with thanks 

 

http://www.gbos.org.uk/
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WOODEN DOLLARS 
 

Tony Read brought along some Australian wooden dollars to our February 20222 meeting after noting 

with interest the short article on the wooden dollar that George Shea illustrated in the recent Queensland 

Numismatic Society’s Newsletter:-   
 

 
 

George Shea’s dollar had the inscription on the back: - “ 

“SHERRIFF’S DISCOUNTS / N.S.W. 2153, Australia / P.O. Box 259 / Baulkham Hills / 

Specializing in: / Die-cast Coll. Cars & trucks / Model truck & car plastic kits/ Stall 414 / 

Flemington Markets / Friday & Sunday” 

Tony passed around his example of this Wooden Dollar. It had the same kangaroo-design front, but 

different advertising text on the back: - 
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“BURIED TREASURE / Stall 547 / Paddy’s Markt. Sat. / Stall 768, Flemington / Markets, 

Sundays / Ward Greene P.O. Box 77 / Enfield (Sydney) / N.S.W., 2136 / Australia / Ph. 642 

7263 / Stamps, Coins, Bonds, banknotes, Postcards, Other Collectables” 

 

These Australian wooden dollars seem to have been produced for their novelty value, and for their 

collectability. In fact, to a numismatist they are now all worth much more than a dollar. 
 

However, overseas, wooden dollars have been produced as legitimate exchange tokens. 
 

During the Great Depression of the 1930s, money was short.  One town in the United States came 

up with a novel solution to this problem.  That town was Tenino, in Washington State.  Towns like 

Tenino couldn’t issue U.S. dollars, but they found that there was nothing legally stopping them 

from issuing their own local currency.  So, in 1931 the “Wooden Dollar” was born.  

Throughout 1931, like most everywhere else, the small U.S. town of Tenino, Washington, found 

itself in the throes of the Great Depression. But it was an especially grim day in December of that 

year when the Citizens Bank of Tenino closed its doors after running completely out of money. 

Nationwide, the bank was just one of over 1,000 in the United States that closed in the fourth 

quarter of that year. But for the small town of Tenino, which only had one bank to begin with, the 

situation was especially dire. 

To address the cash crisis, the then-publisher of the Thurston County Independent newspaper, Don 

Major, went to the city council with an idea: issue the townspeople a temporary scrip in order to 

facilitate transactions inside the community. 
 

A lot of “no bank” cities and towns across the U.S. ended up employing a similar concept, printing 

scrip notes or IOUs on slips of paper. But by the end of December, Major had devised a way to turn 

Tenino’s monetary misfortune into a highly successful publicity stunt. 

 

 

https://academic.oup.com/qje/article-abstract/47/2/343/1903250?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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Major began printing pieces of temporary currency on thin, 1/80th-of-an-inch-thick pieces of 

“slicewood,” which amounted to two strips of spruce, laminated, with a piece of paper in the 

middle. He’d previously used the material to create novelty Christmas cards. He started with 25¢ 

denominations, and later produced somewhat larger amounts, including 50¢ and $1. 

It was printed on wood because that was one thing this town in a major logging area had no 

shortage of. 

 

Senator Dill holds a Tenino wooden dollar in 1931 

Word of the wooden money spread quickly, and soon requests from currency collectors across the 

country poured in. Over the next several years, the Tenino Chamber of Commerce would issue over 

$10,000 worth of wooden money from their mechanical Chandler Price printing press. As the story 

goes, only $40 of it ever ended up being spent back in Tenino. 

 

During the earlier part of the current Covid pandemic money was also not circulating as it should. 

There was another shortage of currency in Tenino. The mayor of Tenino, Washington (population: 

1,884), had watched the pandemic rake local businesses. Residents couldn’t afford groceries. Long 

lines snaked outside the local food bank. For more than a month, the downtown area looked almost 

abandoned.  In 2020 it was decided to again produce wooden money to help stimulate the local 

economy.   The wooden money was only able to be spent in the town.  
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The wooden dollars were printed using the original printing machine from the 1890s, used to print 

the first wooden dollars in the 1930s. The press had been housed at a local museum for almost a 

century. 

 

 
 

 
 

The 2020 Tenino Covid wooden notes  printed on the original presss and signed before distribution 
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Within a year, the wooden currency had helped bring the economy back from the dead. 

 

Since the Great depression various forms of wooden dollar have been used around the world both 

in good times and in times of crisis, such as Argentina in 2001 – 2002.  Maleny, in Queensland, for 

instance created its own local currency called ‘Bunyas’ in 1987.  Community Exchange System 

(2020) stated there are a total of 38 local exchange groups operating in Australia.  Exchange trading 

systems, they noted are particularly useful for people who are unemployed, underemployed, self-

employed, or retired.  
 

Just like conventional income, taxes apply to income earned through exchange systems (Australian 

Taxation Office, Bartering and trade exchanges (2020).  As Milton Friedman said, there is no such 

thing as a free lunch. 
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MORE ON BOGANTUNGAN, QUEENSLAND 

In the January 2022 Newsletter your editor wrote a story on the former Bogantungan 

Post Office in Central Queensland. Since then the cover shown below was purchased 

for less than $2. 

It was addressed to a "Mrs Donaldson / Medway / Bogantungan" and was posted at 

Bogantungan on 22nd January 2022.    Medway is a large cattle property east of 

Bogantungan, towards The Willows. These days it’s owned the Medway Cattle Co. 
 

The cover shows two poor strikes of the Type 1, 25mm-diameter, 

"BOGANTUNGAN / 22 JAN 52 / QUEENSLAND" date-stamp. They cancel a 2d 

scarlet King George VI stamp of 11 July 1936 and a portion of a qaudrisect of the 

same George VI stamp.  The stamp was sliced into four in an attempt to pay for what 

we call now the standard letter rate, which in 1952 was 2½d. 
 

The postmaster didn’t seem to object and the letter was delivered. 
 

It’s the sort of thing you see on covers from Lord Howe Island and the wartime 

Channel Islands when you start to run out of stamps. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN $100 NOTE - CONTINUED 
 

Images of Sir Douglas Mawson and John Tebbutt were changed to Dame Nellie Melba on the obverse 

and Sir John Monash on the reverse with the issue of a $100 polymer note in May, 1996 (colloquially 

known as a plastic note) and the basic colour changed to predominately green. 

 

1996 – 2014  

 

 
 

Dame Nellie Melba (1861–1931) on the obverse, introduced her memoirs with the declaration: ‘If you 

wish to understand me at all, you must understand at first and foremost, that I am an Australian’. The 

soprano maintained a strong sense of her Australian character throughout a long international career and 

made extensive tours in Australia. She was born in Melbourne as Helen ‘Nellie’ Porter Mitchell, the 

eldest daughter of building contractor David Mitchell and his wife, Isabella Ann, nee Dow. Melba was 

obstinate, demanding and strong minded, and learned to play the piano at an early age, constantly 

humming and singing. 

 

She attended the Presbyterian Ladies’ College, Melbourne from 1875, and studied singing and piano 

with Ellen Christian and later with the Italian tenor, Pietro Cecchi. After the death of both her mother 

and younger sister, her father travelled to Mackay, Queensland, where she met Charles Armstrong, son 

of a baronet. The couple married in Brisbane in 1882, but after the birth of a son, George, the following 

year, they separated. 

 

Determined to launch her singing career, Melba gave her début recital in the Melbourne Town Hall in 

1884. The family left for London two years later and she studied in Paris with Mathilde Marchesi, who 

refined her social skills and suggested that she invent a more theatrical name for herself. As she wrote in 

her autobiography: ‘Madame Marchesi told me that if I were to appear under the name of 

Mrs Armstrong, I would have an eternal handicap all my life. “But why?” I asked her … she shook her 

head and told me I must think of a name … Then, suddenly I thought, “why not use something to do 

with my own home? Melbourne – Melbourna – Melba! That’s it.”  

 

In 1887 Melba made her operatic debut in Brussels as Gilda in Verdi’s Rigoletto and her performance 

attracted appreciative reviews for her singing and acting. She began to study roles with celebrated 

composers, including Charles Gounod and Giacomo Puccini, who rehearsed with her the role of Mimi 

from his La Boheme. Appearing in the major opera houses of Europe and North America she reigned as 

the prima donna of Covent Garden, London, especially in the halcyon decades preceding World War 1. 

Melba sang for Queen Victoria, King Edward VII and George V. Her clothes were designed by the 

couturier Charles Worth, and dishes were named in her honour, including Auguste Escoffier’s 

celebrated dessert Pêche Melba. Estranged from her husband, she was linked romantically with 
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Prince Philippe, Duc d’Orléans. In 1902 Melba returned to Australia for the first time since her 

European success and was given an overwhelming reception. 

 

With the outbreak of World War 1 she was based in Australia for the war’s duration, except for concert 

tours of North America. During this period her performances and charitable work raised as much as 

£100,000 for the war effort. 

 

For ‘services in organising patriotic work’ she was made a Dame Commander of the Order of the 

British Empire (DBE) in 1918. From 1904 Melba made gramophone recordings, documenting her roles 

from Donizetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor, Gounod’s Faust, Puccini’s La Boheme, and Otello by Verdi, 

among others. Her voice was heard in direct radio broadcasts for the first time in 1920. Melba made 

important contributions to the arts through teaching at the Melba Memorial Conservatorium of Music, 

now the Melba Opera Trust, in Melbourne. She conducted such an expansive series of farewell concerts 

that the phrase ‘doing a Melba’ became a colloquial expression in Australia for a protracted goodbye. 
 

 
 

Sir John Monash (1865–1931) on the reverse, is recognised as one of Australia’s finest field 

commanders. Born in Melbourne, he went to Scotch College and studied arts, law and engineering at 

The University of Melbourne, where he joined the 4th Battalion, Victorian Rifles, in 1884. He was 

promoted to Major by 1897 and, for the next 11 years, was in command of the North Melbourne 

Battery responsible for defending Melbourne ports. He also studied military history and theory and 

prepared a pamphlet that became a standard training document, descriptively titled 100 Hints for 

Company Commanders. 

 

He combined his duties as a citizen soldier with his work as a civil engineer. As an engineering student, 

he was involved in the construction of Melbourne’s Princes Bridge (1888) that connects Swanston 

Street and St Kilda Road over the Yarra River. His firm, Monash and Anderson, later helped to pioneer 

the use in Australia of Monier reinforced concrete, which offered an elegant solution to engineering 

problems. In 1899 his firm employed the technique in the construction of the Anderson Street Bridge 

(renamed the Morell Bridge in 1936), which spans the Yarra near the Royal Botanic Gardens. 

Monash’s engineering practice had close business dealings with Dame Nellie Melba’s father, David 

Mitchell, a building contractor and cement manufacturer. 

 

With the outbreak of World War 1, Monash became a full-time army officer. He was placed in 

command of the 4th Infantry Brigade, Australian Imperial Force, and landed at Gallipoli on 26 April 

1915. Promotions continued and he was appointed lieutenant general with command of the Australian 

Corps. From May 1918 Monash led a sequence of attacks, succeeding in breaking Germany’s 

Hindenburg Line, its strongest defence on the Western Front, with trenches stretching from Arras to 

Laffaux in northern France. Following the offensive of early August 1918, he was knighted in the field 

by King George V. 
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He credited the successful attacks to the artillery and technical services, as ‘they worked and fought, 

night and day, under the fire of the enemy’s batteries’. A scene of the Australian field artillery attacking 

the Hindenburg Line is represented on the banknote to the right of Monash’s portrait. To the left of his 

portrait is the badge of the Rising Sun in orange, worn by the Australian Imperial Force. 

 

Monash’s choreographed manoeuvres used dawn attacks, smoke bombs, real and dummy tanks to 

confuse and disarm the enemy. Articulate and supremely organised, he approached warfare as a series 

of challenges comparable to those of engineering, in which planning was critical. He submitted his 

publication, The Australian Victories in France in 1918, to the University of Melbourne as a thesis on 

the methods of engineering applied to modern warfare and was awarded a Doctor of Engineering. 

 

After the war, Monash oversaw the repatriation of Australian forces – 160,000 soldiers – and the 

introduction of the AIF Education Scheme, which assisted with the training and resettlement of ex-

servicemen. He was appointed Chairman of the Victorian State Electricity Commission, and oversaw 

the opening of huge deposits of brown coal in Gippsland to provide cheaper power for industrial and 

other uses. Monash University opened in 1958 was named after him. He became one of the chief 

organisers of the annual Anzac Day observance, and was a leading proponent for the construction of 

Melbourne’s Shrine of Remembrance. An equestrian statue of Monash stands near the Shrine in the 

King’s Domain. 

 

The new $100 banknote was released on 29 October 2020 and retains the portraits of Dame Nellie 

Melba and Sir John Monash which are drawn from the same photo source represented on the first 

polymer $100 banknote. 
 

 

The note has a range of new security features designed to foil counterfeiting, it features Australia’s 

floral emblem, Golden Wattle Acacia pycnantha and the Australian Masked Owl (Tyto 

novaehollandiae), which are in the clear window running from top to bottom. The dynamic features 

include a reversing number and a flying bird. 
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The Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne is pictured on Monash’s left with red poppies and in the 

window. 

 

Richard Gammie 

 

AUSTRALIA’S 2022 ANZAC DAY STAMPS 

The postcards shown on this year’s ANZAC Day stamps, issued on 12th April 2022, represent the 

military divisions through naval, infantry and air service hats worn by the iconic Laughing Kookaburra. 

The cards, produced by Valentine & Sons Publishing Co. in Australia, are held in the Shirley Jones 

Collection of Military Postcards, State Library Victoria 
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Here is a real postcard o ANZAC Cove, Gallipoli from the Australian War memorial Collections:-  
 

 
 

.This postcard was sent by 622 Private Herbert Vincent Reynolds. The rear of the postcard is inscribed 

as follows: 

“Monte Video Camp 

Nov 24th 1915 

Dear Mother, 

This view of Anzac Cove as far as I can judge must have been taken about the end of May. The pier 

which was there when I left is not in the view. The hospital can be seen on the right centre of the view 

but when I left it was shifted further along and now is in the centre of the cove and would be shown 

exactly in the centre of the view. Many were the lads who went out in the landing on this spot I first set 

foot, away along towards the left of the view on the first Sunday Apr 25th there were about 1800 

wounded on the spot shown and the scene was a terrible one. The view is not a very clear one the hills 

are really more steep than they look in the view.” 
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GETTING MAIL OUT OF SWEDEN IN WORLD 

WAR II 

 

 
The 1944 censored air mail cover, above, was posted in Goteborg in Sweden to New 

York “via England”.   It had to have been flown over German-occupied Norway and the 

North Sea to reach the U.K. on the first part of its journey. It arrived not in England, but 

at Leuchars RAF Base in Scotland. It has been re-sealed with “EXAMINED BY” censor 

tape applied in Scotland. Its journey continued in a Pan-Am flying boat across the 

Atlantic to New York. 
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The history of the various Scandinavian airlines was not just about reaching European destinations.  

From 1933 onwards it was largely about attempts to fly across the Atlantic Ocean to America.    

The first discussions involved a consortium of AB Aerotransport, the national airline of Sweden, and 

Det Norske Luftfartselskap (DNL), the national airline of Norway. These were with s with Charles 

Lindbergh. However, no specific plans were made.  
 

Denmark became interested too. , Part of the interest was spurred with the possibility of an air mail 

service to their territory in Greenland.  Det Danske Luftfartselskab A/S (DDL), trading in English as 

Danish Air Lines had also started a partnership with British interests, creating European & American 

Airways, which was planned to operate Transatlantic flights from Denmark via United Kingdom. The 

company was inaugurated on 21 October 1935 in London, with £5,000 in share capital. While the 

company remained in existence until the late 1940s, it never operated any aircraft.  
 

In 1925 Sweden’s  AB Aerotransport had  started a route between Stockholm and Berlin in co-

operation with Lufthansa and a mail route connecting Stockholm with Malmö, Sweden, 

Amsterdam, Netherlands and London, England. Passenger service to Moscow, USSR was begun in 

the late 1930s.    
 

AB Aerotransport was the first airline with three-engine passenger aircraft when in 1925, ABA 

bought three Swedish Junkers G.24 from AB Flygindustri. During the following years ABA used 

and bought several different aircraft (e.g. Junkers F.33, F.34, G.23, G.24). For the longer routes a 

Fokker F.XII was used.     In 1937 AB Aerotransport became the second European operator of the 

Douglas DC-3 after KLM. This opened opportunities to fly "longer flights" for example to 

Moscow. In 1939 ABA started to mark their aircraft with Swedish Air Lines.  

 

 
 

AB Aerotransport’s route map circa-1932 
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In 1936 Det Norske Luftfartselskap (DNL) also started negotiations with Pan American Airways (Pan 

Am) about cooperation on the Trans-Atlantic route between Norway and the United States. DNL 

argued that Norway's location made it an ideal base for the European flights to North America. Pan Am 

would operate from New York to Reykjavík, while DNL would operate the service from Reykjavík to 

Bergen and onwards to various destinations in Europe. The contract was signed in March and DNL 

bought a Sikorsky S-43 flying boat, registered as LN-DAG and christened Valkyrien. However, after 

the aircraft was delivered and three weeks before the route was to be inaugurated, Pan Am changed 

their mind, cancelled the agreement and decided that the Transatlantic route should instead operate via 

Newfoundland to Foynes, Ireland, and via the Azores in the winter. 

 

 
 

The Sikorsky S-43 ‘Valkyrien’ at Oslo Airport, Gressholmen in 1936, bought by DNL to operate in 

pool with Pan Am on the transatlantic route.   

 

By 1939, negotiations were started with Det Danske Luftfartselskab (DDL) of Denmark, and by 

1940 services were to begin.   The route would commence during the summer and operate eight 

times, with twelve services the following year. The aircraft was chartered from Pan Am for 

US$15,000 per trip.    All formalities with external parties were completed on 12 March 1939 and 

the operations approved by the board of the three Scandinavian airlines on 6 April. Representatives 
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from the Scandinavian delegation visited Douglas, Lockheed and Pratt & Whitney, and planned to 

use Douglas DC-4 land planes from 1942, with up to two weekly round trips.   But it didn’t happen. 
 

Before then, in 1936, AB Aerotransport and Russia’s Aeroflot had started a cooperation on a route 

between Stockholm and Moscow, with connections from Stockholm to Siberia and Irkutsk and 

Vladivostok.   Aerotransport wanted to connect westwards via DNL's network to Foynes, with 

connection to Pan Am's flights. However, the proposal was rejected by Aeroflot. The other problem 

was that Imperial Airways wanted to prioritize British, rather than Scandinavian mail on west-

bound flights, causing DNL to cancel their plans to connect to Ireland.  
 

In mid-1939, AB Aerotransport, DNL and DDL met in Oslo to negotiate a possible Transatlantic 

route. By then, Shannon Airport in Ireland was under construction, and both Imperial Airways, 

Deutsche Lufthansa and KLM were planning to start Transatlantic services. There was agreement 

that a route to Foynes in Ireland should be established, and at the same time planning of a 

Scandinavian Transatlantic route. A committee was established with representation from all four 

Nordic airlines. With the break-out of World War II, Pan Am terminated its Foynes route, instead 

moving it to the Azores to avoid the war zone.  

With the Soviet invasion of Finland, on 30 November 1939, Finland’s interest in the Scandinavian 

cooperation was reduced, as the Finnish authorities concentrated on their own war effort.  
 

Worse was to come.  In 1940 Hitler ended Sweden’s plans for a Tran-Atlantic air route.  
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On 9 April 1940, Germany invaded Norway and Denmark.  

Not all was lost for the Scandinavian airlines. In Denmark, Det Danske Luftfartselskab (DDL) 

received permission from the German Air Ministry to operate domestic services from June 1940, 

and to fly to Berlin from 24 June 1940. It was later extended to Munich, Vienna and Malmö, 

Sweden, and along with the main Copenhagen–Århus route continued throughout the war. In June 

1943, DDL increased its share capital from DKK 3 to 15 million. The Germans wanted ball 

bearings and other Wartime consumables from Denmark’s factories. These routes continued to 

carry air mail, but with heavy censorship by the Gestapo. 

In Norway, too, Det Norske Luftfartselskap (DNL) was permitted to operate a limited route in 

Northern Norway, until the pilots fled to Britain in 1941 to join the resistance. The airline suffered 

from a general mistrust both from the German and Allied authorities. The Germans regarded 

Norwegian shipowners as highly suspicious people, since these had their fleet organized in 

Nortraship and used in Allied convoys. The Norwegian authorities in exile were also distrustful of 

DNL, because the airline had taken initiative to operate a route, essentially helping the German 

forces.  
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Air mail cover posted from London to Huskavana, Sweden, showing a London postmark of May 

21, 1940.  The direct route was blocked, so this cover went by clipper to the United States and 

on to Siberia to join an Aeroflot flight to Moscow and the still-running AB Aerotransport flight 

from Moscow to Sweden. It shows the tell-tale Bermuda censors tape. 

The air mail rate from the U.K. was still 5d .for the first ounce and 3d for each additional ounce 

- 8d.for the two ounce air mail letter rate – despite the huge distance travelled. 

 

AB Aerotransport were able to continue their normal flights. It was owned by the Swedish 

Government who were neutral.   Sweden, although neutral, became isolated in relation to North 

America, as all mail had to be sent eastward via the Soviet Union, or westwards via Portugal. The 

first became impossible after the Soviet Union and Germany went to war on 22 June 1941, and the 

latter from 7th December when the United States entered the war.  
 

 
 

AB Aerotransport Fokker at Fornebu Airport in Oslo on its opening day in 1939 
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AB Aerotransport used their Junkers Ju-52 to fly from Stockholm, in neutral Sweden, to 

Berlin throughout the War.  Until December 1941, when the US entered the War, this route 

transferred mail to a Lufthansa service from Berlin to Lisbon in Portugal, which carried 

mail between Sweden and the USA. This image is dated 1939 after which photography of 

planes in Germany was illegal. 

The Germans wanted the AB Aerotransport route from Stockholm to Berlin to continue 

because of their huge need for ball-bearings for their war effort. It, too, carried heavily 

censored air mail.  

Unable to get mail to Sweden any other way the British Royal Air Force started an air route from 

the Leuchars Air Force Base, north of Edinburgh in Scotland, to Stockholm, but this was limited to 

transport of urgent War supplies, diplomatic bags and mail. It was nicknamed the “ball-bearings 

express”. 

The early flights, starting in August 1942, were flown by the slow-moving Whitley bombers, by 

then withdrawn from bombing operations.  Also used were four Lockheed 14s (the civilian 

Hudson) and two Lockheed 18s   These low-flying aircraft could only fly at night and were 

vulnerable to bad weather and being shot down by the Luftwaffe and by ground-based anti-aircraft 

guns.  

 
One of the out-dated Whitley bombers at Leuchars in Scotland used at first 
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1941 cover to Sweden from Aberdeen to Stockholm, posted on May 23, 1941, showing the 3d 

surface letter rate. It shows the “NO SERVICE / RETURN TO SENDER” hand-stamp.  The 

service to Sweden from the U.K. had to be suspended after the April 1940 invasion of Norway.  

Air mail letters from the then non-belligerent U.S.A could, but only until 7 November 1941 

when they too declared War on Germany.  An air mail service from the U.K. was not resumed 

until August 1942. 
 

The first of six Mosquitos took over in February 1943 and were occasionally joined by DC-3s, 

Liberators and Yorks and even, for one flight only, the prototype Curtis Commando, then owned by 

BOAC.  

 

No. 9621 de Havilland DH98 Mosquito FB Mk IV (G-AGFV) owned by BOAC. 

 

Between 1943 and the end of the war the slower aircraft were replaced by civilian registered 

Mosquitos. These planes could fly above the ceiling of Luftwaffe fighter planes. They were 

operated by BOAC as “civilian” transport aircraft on the weekly route over the North Sea between 

Leuchars in Scotland and Stockholm in neutral Sweden.  Although weekly, the service flew on a 

different day of the weeks and at different times to avoid interception by the Luftwaffe.  To ensure 

that the flights did not violate Sweden's neutrality the aircraft were unarmed, carried civilian 

markings and were operated by crews who were "civilian employees" of BOAC. In the bomb bay 

the outgoing loads were mail, newspapers and magazines to counter propaganda; the return loads 

were ball bearings. 
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ThwlLate-1942 air mail cover, above, was posted from Bergen in Sweden to New York. It shows 

the Bermuda censor’s tape applied the Trans-Atlantic leg of the trip.  It was carried by one of 

the ‘low-flying’ converted bombers using a “civilian” crew. 

 

Most, though not all, journeys were flown at night.  Some flights crossed the mountainous part of 

central Norway but the shortest route was across the Skagerrak between Norway and 

Denmark. There was a gap in the German radar coverage and, provided the aircraft kept below 

1,000 ft, it would be invisible to the radar.  Even if detected, a cruising Mosquito could outrun 

the Ju 88 night fighters at their maximum speed.  To help this, the Merlins’ exhaust stub baffles 

were removed, adding 16 mph to the speed.  It was only by employing standing patrols and later, a 

small number of Fw 190s, \ that the Germans could hope to catch the flying couriers.  In over 1,000 

flights, four Mosquitos were lost, with eight crew and two passengers.  The Mosquitos operated 

from December 1942 to November 1944, although there was an irregular resumption of service in 

the last six months of the war 
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On several occasions important passengers were carried, locked in the bomb-bay with a supply of 

refreshments, reading material and oxygen. One such notable passenger was the nuclear physicist 

Niels Bohr who was evacuated from Stockholm in 1943. The flight almost ended in tragedy since 

Bohr did not don his oxygen equipment as instructed and passed out. He would have died had the 

pilot not guessed from Bohr's lack of response to intercom that he had lost consciousness. The pilot 

descended to a lower altitude for the remainder of the flight; Bohr's comment on landing was that 

he had slept like a baby for the entire flight. 

The transit of steel bearings and ball-bearings in particular from Sweden to Britain was of great 

importance to the British aircraft industry. By 1942, such was the shortage of bearings that 

hundreds of Lancaster bombers as well as other aircraft types were laying in fields next to the 

factories, incomplete because of the shortages. Furthermore, the Swedes were being placed under 

increasing pressure to end or reduce their equivalent trade with Germany in favour of the Allies.  

However, if the Allies were without the means to transport the bearings, the agreements reached 

with the Swedes to limit the trade with Germany, whilst increasing it with the Allies became largely 

worthless. Furthermore, German pressure was being placed upon the Swedes and not only through 

diplomatic means, but also with military threats as well as directly against the 730 service. Through 

1943 and ’44, BOAC lost eight aircraft, six of them to probable shoot downs from German aircraft 

and ground fire, as well as ten air crew and eighteen passengers. 

 

By 1944, the critical bearings shortages were being overcome, yet there was still a great urgency to 

out-purchase and out-transport the bearings being acquired by Germany, which was able to use sea 

transport over a short German-controlled sea lane of only about one hundred miles. The journey 

from Stockholm to Leuchars was some eight hundred miles. 

 

After much negotiation between the British and Swedish governments, in October 
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agreement was reached with Stockholm to end its export trade altogether with Germany, allowing 

the Allies to import the remaining stocks not required for Swedish domestic industry.  

 

BOAC’s limited cargo capacity was quite inadequate to cope with a growing problem. Eager to join 

the war were several thousand displaced Norwegians and Danes and a considerable number of US 

aircrew who had force landed in Sweden.  The RAF was reluctant to get involved so the Norwegian 

government-in-exile turned to the Americans. They had just the man for the job. 

 

Bernt Balchen, a Norwegian-born pilot and engineer, was the first explorer to fly over both 

geographic poles.  He had been specially recruited as a Colonel in the USAAF to establish 

the Bluie West 8 landing ground in Greenland for the trans-Atlantic ferry route and he even led a 

bombing raid on the German weather stations in Greenland.   His standard response was ‘Ve do 

it’.  He recruited a number of US aircrew who had experience of the Carpetbagger operations which 

dropped agents and supplies over Europe.  He was given five war-weary B-24s, painted dark green 

or black without markings and he put his crews into civilian clothes.  With some string-pulling at 

high level he was allowed to use RAF Leuchars, the base of BOAC’s Mosquitos. 

 

 
Bernt Belchen 

 
 

A “Vedoit” Liberator and its “civilian” crew”. 

The first flight of what became known as the Vedoits was on 31st March 1944.   Balchen’s Liberator 

landed at Bromma airport, Stockholm, parking alongside a swastika marked DC-3. Although 

immediately recognised by a German he had met before, Balchen skated on the thin ice of neutrality 

and intrigue to run his independent and semi-piratical organisation.  More than 4000 men, of many 

nationalities, were flown to Leuchars and later, also to RAF Metfield, a comparatively isolated base in 

Suffolk.  When Balchen began to fill his empty Liberators with supplies to be dropped to resistance 
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groups as they crossed Norway on the way to Bromma a separate Operation Ball was set up. They used 

another six Liberators, fully armed with standard US markings and manned by service crews and even 

continued operations throughout the long daylight of the Norwegian summer.  

 

 
 

In June, 1944, two V-2 rockets crashed in southern Sweden.  The Germans had deliberately aimed 

them at Sweden so that the expected protest would give them a precise position and thus range of 

their test missiles.  But the Swedes kept quiet and carefully collected all the wreckage.  The four 

tonne load of crated parts was too awkward to get into a Liberator so Balchen ‘borrowed’ an old 

DC-3 from the USAAC to fly the V2 parts to Britain.  

 

As the war drew to its close the Norwegians became concerned that it might prove difficult to clear 

German troops from northern Norway.  They set up Operation Where and When and Balchen flew 

a stockpile of supplies, police troops and even a field hospital to northern Sweden, often using 

strips marked out on the ice of a frozen river.  

 

The fleet of Liberators and DC-3s expanded to twenty-two, plus frequent temporary additions, all 

maintained by 250 personnel stationed permanently in Stockholm.  The Swedes even extended their 

runway to make it safer for the heavily loaded Liberators. 

Meanwhile, Sweden’s AB Aerotransport tried desperately to maintain their pre-War network.  

From 1942, AB Aerotransport introduced mail flights from Stockholm to Prestwick in Scotland. 

This allowed mail to be relayed onwards to North America.   In 1944 they acquired nine Boeing 

B17’s left by American pilots who made emergency landings in Sweden.  The pilots were initially 

interned and the planes acquired by the Swedish Government. The planes were painted bright 

orange. 

By the rules of Sweden's neutrality, the planes and their crews were interned.   Early in the war this 

was not a problem as Allied and German personnel were generally returned on a one-for-one basis. 

But as the war progressed, a far greater number of Allied planes and crews ended up in Sweden, 

and they were forced to remain there.  
 

Along with this growing population of Allied airmen that could not be repatriated, Sweden had 

another problem. Swedish airline AB Aerotransport had lost two of its five DC-3s to Luftwaffe 

fighters while flying the dangerous route between Sweden and Scotland. The airline needed to 

replace those lost planes, preferably with long-range planes that could fly the safer route over 

northern Norway.  
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On 22 October 1943 the ABA Douglas DC-3 named "Gripen", flying from Stockholm to Aberdeen, 

was shot down by a German Junkers Ju-88 Luftwaffe aircraft. The pilot tried to make a forced 

landing at sea, but the airplane struck cliffs of Hållö Island and crashed. The mechanic and a 

passenger who were preparing a life raft in the rear part of the plane were thrown out and 

survived. There were 13 fatalities.  The mails and freight were confiscated.   

ABA President Carl Foreman and U.S. Air Attaché Col. Felix Hardison worked out a solution to 

both problems. They negotiated the delivery of nine of the already interned B-17s to the Swedish 

government, in exchange for the release of interned American airmen. 

 
 

AB Aerotransport DC-3’s in neutral orange attempted to keep the air mail route open between 

Scotland and Sweden, Two of their five DC-3’s were shot down. 

Of the nine B-17s, seven were converted into 14-seat ‘airliners’ by Swedish automobile and aircraft 

manufacturer Saab. The company advertised the conversion program using the biblical quote, 

"From swords into plough-shares," signifying conversion of the former warbirds to peaceful use. 

 

The converted bombers were officially designated "Felixes" in honour of the U.S. Air Attaché, and 

were delivered to the forerunners of today's SAS (Scandinavian Airline System). Five went to 
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Swedish airlines ABA and SILA (Swedish Intercontinental Airlines), and two were sold to DDL 

(Danish Airlines). The Felixes served the airlines until 1948, when the last was retired.  

 

 
 

This air mail cover was posted from Manchester to Gothenburg, Sweden, postmarked on November 27, 

1944.      The air mail rate was 8d.  The cover was underpaid 3d and shows a Swedish Tax handstamp 

and 2 x 30 ore stamps for the 60 ore.  

In November 1944 it could have been carried to Sweden by an RAF Mosquito, an AB Aerotransport B-

17, or even the a ‘Vedoit” converted Liberator 

 
 

The 1945 air mail cover, above, was posted from Stockholm to Greenside, California, “via 

England”. 
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Again, the flight across Norway and the North Sea could have been carried by an RAF Mosquito, an 

AB Aerotransport B-17, or even the a ‘Vedoit” converted Liberator 

 

 The August 1941 air mail cover, above, was posted from Stockholm to De Laval Separator Co in 

New York. The United States was not yet at War with Germany so this cover flew on AB 

Aerotransport from Stockholm to Berlin, on Deutsche Lufthansa from Berlin to Lisbon and from 

Lisbon to New York by Pan American clipper. It shows the censor tape applied in Bermuda. 

 

The back is shown on the next page:-  

 

Your editor also has an air mail cover flown from Sweden to Australia via the United Sates and 

across the Pacific. 
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After World War II a private company, SILA, which ended up owning the converted Swedish B-17 

aircraft, commenced flying a Transatlantic route that Sweden had always dreamed about  – from 

Stockholm via Iceland and Greenland to Gander Airport in Newfoundland. 

 

AB Aerotransport DC-3 civilian service in 1946 

 

In June 1946, after a Swedish report, the government-owned AB Aerotransport and the privately-

owned SILA were merged on a 50-50 basis, to form a new airline named simply ABA. SILA had 

become the Swedish part of SAS in 1946. 

 

Compiled from a variety of internet sources – ed.. 

 
 


