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TheNEWSLETTER OF THE ORANGE
COIN AND STAMP CLUB
INCORPORATED
Our Club’s 56th Year

26 MAY 2020

ISSUE #217
OUR 3rd NO-MEETINGS ‘VIRUS’ ISSUE
Sorry….there is no meeting this month either. It was to have been on 26 May. The Covid 19
hiatus will haunt us for a while yet
It would have been theoretically possible to have a meeting of 10 persons (with distancing),
but Orange Council will not allow their premises to be used until they get a formal clearance
from the News South Wales Department of Health. Some sporting events were started a few
weeks ago at sportsgrounds in Orange (involving a maximum of 10 with distancing) but
Council has since closed them all down.
We could probably start again when we are allowed to have meetings of 20 persons (with
distancing) and with Council say-so. That might take a while. Another issue is that June
and July night meetings are often held in Arctic-like weather. A start in August or September
sounds better. The same goes for our monthly fair in the Cultural Centre. Either way we will
let you know.

China’s stamp issue of 18 May 2020
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Isle of Man Carry Us Through issue of 7 May 2020 is shown, above. ‘ROW’ is
stamp-speak for ‘rest of the World’. Two Indonesian issues of April 2020 are
shown below:-
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OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK
IS STILL IN LIMBO
Colin Richardson advises that circuit book’s,
circulation is till suspended.
However, please us this time to make up
circuit pages for when it re-commences.
Please contact Colin direct
Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com
Ph: 63690634
A blank circuit book page is at the back of
this newsletter. Make a copy.

Orange Spring Fair
2019 participating
dealers – please
continue to support
them:Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
Roberts), 3 Barrack St,
Sydney, 2000 Ph (02) 9299
2047. Fax (02)9290 3710
www.wynyardcoins.com.au
A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne
from Canberra) – PO Box 53,
MITCHELL, A.C.T. 2911, ph (02)
6255 4044)
Buying
and Selling
Orange Stamps & Coins
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288,
Orange, 2800;
Mobile 0427 107 554
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,
E-mail:
howard.lyons@bigpond.com
Buying and Selling - Stamps,
Coins, Banknotes, Accessories,
etc.

Phil & Win Morehouse,
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph:
(02)9707 4087, Email –
wmorehouse@netspace.net.
au. World-wide stamps bought and
sold
AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of
Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760.
Email: aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
Buying & selling World stamps
ITEMS FOR THIS
NEWSLETTER AND
CORRESPONDENCE TO
THE CLUB
Items for this newsletter could be
posted to the Secretary at the Club’s
postal address: -PO Box 324
ORANGE 2800
Better still you could e-mailed to: ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
-Or phone 63 614 872

DATES FOR LATER IN 2020
& FOR 2021

Everything has been cancelled
until at least 30th
June 2020
Canberra Fair, 18 July 2020, Kingston
Baptist Hall
Bendigo Stamp Fair, 8th August 2020, St
Andrews Uniting Church Hall, 24 Myers
St, Bendigo, Victoria. Now

CANCELLED
SCDAA Petersham Fair 30 August 2020
Canberra Fair, 10 October 2020
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Orange Stamp & Coin Spring Fair,
Orange High School 17 & 18
October 2020. THIS HAS

HAD TO BE
CANCELLED BECAUSE
THE HALL IS
UNAVAILABLE
PHILAS Open Day, PHILAS House,
Saturday 17th October 2020
Newcastle Half-National Exhibition 2-4
October 2020, Newcastle
CANCELLED now for
October next year 2021
ANDA Sydney Money Show, 24 & 25
October 2020, Lower Town Hall,
Sydney
Perth Stamp & Coin Fair 30 October-1
November 2020.
Brisbane Stamp & Coin Fair, 7 & 8
November 2020.
Hobart Stamp Show 2010: National
One Frame Exhibition 13-15

November, 2020. Hobart Town
Hall CANCELLED
hobartstampshow2020.com.au
PHILAS Auction#137, PHILAS House,
Saturday 14th November 2020
Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 21 & 22
November 2020, Sturt Primary School
SCDAA Petersham Stamp, Coin &
Banknote Fair, Petersham Town
Hall, 29 November 2020.
SCDAA Petersham Fair
Toowoomba National One-Frame
Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021
Newcastle Half-National Exhibition
Date changed from 2-4
October 2020 to Friday 21
October to Sunday 23
October 2020 Newcastle
Showground Exhibition
Centre, Broadmeadow
The Melbourne 2021 International
Stamp Exhibition has been
postponed to a date to be decided

An Irish slogan machine cancel Stay at Home HSE.ie (Health Services
in Ireland)
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FROM THE WAGGA CLUB
The next item, compiled by Peter Simpfendorfer, is from the June 2020 Newsletter of
the Wagga Stamp Club: BLAST FROM THE PAST No 4 – With “Simpy”
All items are from various issues of Stamp News magazine.
February 1977: Brian Moore, a stamp dealer at Dubbo had a full-page advertisement
headed INVESTMENT LOTS. Among those listed I spied 1897 Victoria Charity block of
four 1d blue, unusual in multiples $20. Currently they catalogue $50 a single so the
block would be $200 and would have been a nice investment.
There was also an ad from Nordjysk Frimaerkehandel from Denmark. He was selling
100,000 stamps for $530. His name has more letters than Simpfendorfer and is harder
to pronounce!
March 1977: Gossip by Onlooker advised the print run for the February magazine
increased to 13,000 copies to meet increase demand. I wonder how many copies of
Stamp News and Australian Stamps Professional are printed these days. The same
column reported the Tamworth Philatelic Society has a membership of 95.
Robin Linke from Perth penned an article on “The O.S. Forgeries”. So, this was
happening all those years ago before the advent of eBay. The best advice is to buy
from reputable dealers and get a certificate for expensive items.
There was also an advert for Riverina Stamp Supplies at Barmedman.
May 1977: A Junior Stamp Design Competition aimed at National Stamp Week with
$3,000 in prizes was launched.
Gossip by “Onlooker” commented that First Day Covers have a pretty dismal track
record as investment items so, nothing much has changed in that regard since 1977.
September 1977: Cinderella Corner illustrated five large New Zealand cinderella
stamps issued for the 1913-14 Auckland Exhibition. They were stated to be quite rare
and in over 40 years of collecting such items I have never seen them.
It is also amazing to see how many firms I have dealt with over the years had ads in this
edition. Some of them are Max Stern & Co, Pat’s Philatelic Pad, Lionel Evans, Seven
Seas Stamps, Rodney A Perry, Piccadilly Stamps, Fazackerley’s Stamp Centre,
Ashfield Stamp Company and Cumberland Philatelics. I am still currently dealing with
two of these firms
November 1977: Cinderella Corner had an item from the Late Charles Houen who was
a member of this club. The item related to a similar column in a British magazine.
There was also a report on a $1½ million collection going missing in Adelaide, reported
to the police as being stolen from a safe in the house. Subsequent enquiries revealed
the collector’s wife had wrapped the collection in plastic bags and given it to a friend for
safe keeping while they went on holidays.
March 1979: There was a mention of air mail labels which are more correctly known as
etiquettes”. I have over 1,500 that are divided into three classes – gummed, selfadhesive and cut-outs. Do any other members collect them?
June 1979: Piccadilly Stamps, Sydney were selling new Hagner sheets for the
discounted price of 55c each.
There were entries from 60 clubs in the Stamp News “Most Active Australian Philatelic
Society” and the winner was the Tamworth Philatelic Society. The 60 clubs had a total
of 7,299 members with Brighton Victoria being the largest with 644 members.
October 1979: This issue comprised 202 pages and there were reports from 41 clubs
in the Society News pages.
In the Classifieds section under New Issues, there was an add from former member the
Late Ray Siebels offering Australian, Nauru, New Zealand, Papua, New Guinea and
Norfolk Island stamps.
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NZ POST BANDAGED BEAR STAMP ISSUE

During the COVID-19 lockdown, New Zealand families were
swept up in a national bear hunt. Through the simple act of
putting a teddy bear in the window of their homes or other
creative locations, New Zealanders have been able to
participate in creating an experience for kids (and big kids)
during a stressful time.
Presented in a commemorative stamp sheet, six New Zealand
households were selected to exemplify the creativity and care
put into the bear hunt by and for Kiwis.
This sheet includes a $3 donation to New Zealand Red Cross.
Available from the NZ POST Philatelic Bureau. It was
released on 24 April 2020

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Bank of England:
The risk posed by handling a banknote is no greater than touching any other
common surface, such as handrails, doorknobs or credit cards.
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3 Barrack St Sydney 2000

Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
Whether you want advice or can’t find what you’re looking for, contact us. We have a wide array of
collectables in our store and our friendly team will be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299
2047, or send an email to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or shop on-line.

Update 18/05/20: Now open regular trading hours
Regular Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday & Public Holiday - CLOSED
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…
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ORANGE STAMPS AND COINS
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 2800
Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com

EBay store: http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins

2020 Tooth Fairy - $45-00 (not available at RAMint)

2020 Qantas $1 -100 years - $12-50

2020 Brisbane ANDA Mob of Roos ‘Brolga’ Privy Mark
Limited mintage of 3000 -- $35-00

2019 Sydney ANDA Mob of Roos ‘Waratah’ Privy Mark
Limited Mintage 3000 -- $20-00
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-2-

2020 Eureka Gold Rush $6-00 each Set 5 $26-00

Coin only $5-00

2020 Eureka Four coin set “C,B,S.M” -

$27-50

Place an order via email or telephone. Payment can be made by paypal or
credit card.
Postage costs kept to a minimum.
We are only a phone call away......02 6362 2368 (please leave message)
Shop direct on my Ebay store - http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
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THE AUSTRALIAN $5 NOTE - Continued
POLYMER - `PLASTIC’
Polymer - `plastic’ banknotes were introduced to Australians in 1988 with the Bicentenary $10
note, - 17.5 million notes were issued to the bain of bank tellers at the time. The polymer note has
a distinctive feel.
The first polymer $5 note, purple in colour, was issued in 1992, with a portrait of Queen
Elizabeth II on the obverse and sketches on the old and new Parliament houses in Canberra on
the reverse.

Other polymer notes were issued - with $10 in 1993, $20 in 1994, $50 in 1995 and $100 in 1996.
1993 saw the numbering of bank notes with the year of issue to commence the numbering, e.g.
the $5 note numbered BJ 93908993 was issued in 1993 and this system continues to this day.
The 1992 $5 note received complaints as the colouring was too similar to the new polymer $10
note. In 1995 a recoloured, brighter note was issued, with the style of the denomination figure `5’
changed. Along with this change orientation bands at the top and bottom of the observe side were
added at a time when note placement in bundles was considered important. The first orientation
bands proved to be unsuccessful and were varied to make the system friendlier.
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CENTENARY OF FEDERATION
A special $5 note was issued for 2001 to commentate the Centenary of Federation. Sir Henry
Parkes features on the obverse and Catherine Spence on the reverse. There are various
fluorescent features on the back which are visible under long wave UV light.

Parkes (1818-1896) was a dominant figure in Australian politics during the last decades of the
19th century. He was Premier of New South Wales five times between 1872 and 1891. He
evolved as a leader of the Federation movement, coining the memorable phrase ‘the crimson
thread of kinship’ to denote the unity of the separate colonies. On 24 October 1889 Parkes
addressed his former constituents at the Tenterfield School of Arts, which is represented to the
left of his portrait.
He declared the time was right for a convention of representatives from all the colonies ‘to devise
the constitution necessary for bringing into existence a federal government and parliament for the
conduct of national undertaking’.
Next to his portrait is a representation of the ceremonial pavilion in Centennial Park, Sydney,
constructed for the inauguration of Federation on 1 January 1901, together with the dome of
Melbourne’s Royal Exhibition Building, where the first Parliament of Australia was opened on 9
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May, 1901. They are combined with a detail of Tom Roberts’ painting portraying the Duke of
Cornwall and York (later King George V) as he opened parliament.
Roberts’ painting now hangs in Parliament House, Canberra, and the site of Federation’s
inauguration in Centennial Park is commemorated with a permanent pavilion. Tom Roberts also
completed a portrait of Sir Henry Parkes that evokes a sense of his commanding presence, and
became the basis for the banknote’s portrait.

Catherine Helen Spence (1825 – 1910), a novelist and social reformer, wrote one of the first
novels about the Australian colonies by a woman. Spence emigrated from Scotland to South
Australia and believed the book faithfully depicted her experience of colonial life. It received
favourable reviews and she completed seven further novels, including Tender and True: A
Colonial Tale (1856).
Her interest turned increasingly towards electoral and social reform and she published her own
pamphlet, A Plea for Pure Democracy (1861). Her main theme of equal representation in
government was introduced with the comment: ‘We want no paternal Government to tell us what
we ought to hear, do, or say; we want no paternal press to decide for us what we would not like to
hear, and what consequently we had better not hear. Where the people are the governing power,
it must, like all other governing powers, occasionally hear what it does not like. We are not
children to be coaxed and managed, but men and women fit to think and judge for ourselves.’
Spence argued for children’s rights, including the removal of children from institutions to be
raised in approved homes. She raised three foster families, co-founded the Boarding Out Society
in 1872 and maintained an association with the body for nearly four decades.
In 1891 Spence became the vice-president of the Women’s Suffrage League and worked to
obtain the vote for women, which was achieved by South Australia in 1895. South Australia
became the first place in the world where women were granted the right to stand for parliament.
Spence was the country’s first female political candidate when she ran unsuccessfully as a
delegate for the 1897 Australasian Federal Convention.

CONTINUATION
2002 saw the resumption to the design previously used from 1992 to 2000.

`NEXT GENERATION’
The `Next Generation’ of Australian banknotes was issued on 1 September, 2016. The $5 note
being the first, followed by the high denomination notes.
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Queen Elizabeth II features on the obverse and new Parliament house on the reverse. The art
work features Prickly Moses Wattle and the Eastern Spinebill bird. The note has raised `dots’ on
the top and bottom to assist the visually impaired.

Richard Gammie

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Club members are encouraged to have a free ad in
newsletter. Any member can have a page (or more if
needed) to advertise any stamps, notes or coins etc. they
have for sale.
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Denomination Guessing Games
One of the major changes to Australian coins at the switch to decimals was replacing the name of
the coins with the value in numbers. The one cent coin had just the digit “1” without indicating
one what. Its near equivalent in the pre decimal series, the penny, was inscribed ‘penny’. To be
fair, there was a lot more space to include the name on the penny whereas even the word ‘cent’
would have been squeezed in the space around the possum and probably too small to be readable.
The threepence and sixpence were named in full, which was ok for English speakers, although
non English might still recognise the written values. Larger denominations, the shilling and
florin, carried no such numerical indicators of value in terms of pence.

The shilling was more commonly referred to as a bob or deener. The first reverse type indicated
that it was just ‘one shilling’. The second reverse dispensed with the apparently superfluous
‘one’. The value is much more prominent than ‘Australia’ on the earlier issue where it soon
disappeared with normal wear on the scroll reading ‘Advance Australia’.

The florin was always called two bob or two shillings in polite company. Outside of coin
collecting circles I never once heard anyone refer to it as a florin. The first reverse type carried
the useful information that it was just one florin as well as two shillings. Or was it one florin plus
two shillings? Later florins dropped the more useful info that it was a two shilling piece and used
the extra space, as on the shilling, to insert a much more prominent ‘Australia’.
The numerals on our decimal denominations were unambiguous as far as comparative values
were concerned. This was fine until the two and one dollar denominations appeared. One
hundred years ago their pre decimal equivalents, the sovereign and its half, were real gold coins
and obviously more valuable than the silver denominations. The one and two dollar coins are less
than valuable brass and their comparative sizes, the dollar larger than its double, doesn’t help
matters. The inclusion of ‘dollar’ in the inscription was necessary to indicate to strangers that
these new coins were not unusually heavy cents.
I did a quick review as to how common it was for coins to show the name of the denomination.
Although there are thousands of ancient Greek coin types I could only find three that bore the
name of the denomination. I have written articles previously in our club news illustrating ancient
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Greek coins, from what is now the south of Italy, with the values of different denominations
indicated by prominent pellets in the design.
This copper coin struck for the Greek city of Metapontion, in what is now the south of modern
Italy, has the denomination, ‘obol’ barely readable to the left of the ear of wheat.

LUCANIA, Metapontion. Circa 425-350 BC. Æ Obol (20mm, 7.36 g).
Wreathed head of Demeter right / Grain ear; [OB]OΛΟΣ to left, poppy head
to right.

It is unclear why just the one copper issue from Metapontion should show the denomination
when other copper issues from the same mint show no denomination or mark of value at all.
Perhaps it was necessary to indicate the denomination with the introduction of copper coinage
into a monetary system that was restricted previously to silver and very rare gold. I’m uncertain
as to the literacy levels in ancient or mediaeval times, especially among the poorer classes for
whom copper coinage was more likely to be handled than silver and gold. In other words, those
most likely to handle these coins were probably unable to read the inscription. Presumably they
relied upon the different coin sizes and types.
Fast forward four hundred years - this didrachm struck during the reign of Nero (AD 54-69)
shows the denomination quite clearly, apparently the first didrachm struck at Antioch, and
marked with the denomination to aid in identification.

SYRIA, Seleucis and Pieria. Antioch. Nero. As Caesar, 50-54 AD. AR Didrachm
(19mm, 6.34 g). Bare-headed and draped bust right NEPωNOC KAICAPOC
ΓEPMANIKOC /ΔIΔPAXMON, simpulum and lituus

Whatever the reason for the introduction of the denomination, it proved to be short lived; two
other types were struck early in Nero's reign, and then the didrachm disappeared from
Antioch.
Although marks of value, normally in Roman or Greek numbers, became the norm on late
Roman coinage after the currency reforms at the end of the fifth century, none bore the name
of the denomination. One presumes that the illiterate could still recognise numbers.
Names on the denominations did not come into practice again, at least in western Asia and
Africa, until the major reform of the new, purely Islamic monetary system in AD 698 (AH
79). The new denominations were the copper fals, silver dirhem and gold dinar. With just
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three denominations in three quite different metals it might seem superfluous to include the
name of the denomination as well. However, the coin inscription included not only the
denomination but also the mint and Islamic year of issue.

ISLAMIC, 'Abbasid Caliphate AR Dirhem (25mm, 2.94 g). Harunabad mint in Arminiya
(Armenia) province. Dated AH 169 (AD 786/7).
The marginal inscription on this early Islamic silver reads “In the name of God this dirhem
was struck at Harunabad in the year 169” (AD786/7). A pity this concept of dating according
to a widely used calendar was not adopted in the West until centuries later.
In most of early mediaeval Europe there was little point in showing the denomination on the
coins, there being essentially only one denomination in circulation, the silver denarius,
known in Latin based language countries as dinero, dernier, dinaro and in Germanic language
countries as pfennig or penny. Even in later Mediaeval time and and an increase in the coin
denominations it could be safely assumed that a large silver or gold coin was more valuable
than a smaller one.
Product

Sicily, AR tercia ducalis (one third ducat), Palermo mint, struck about 1141.
(13mm, 0.72g).
On this one third silver ducat struck in Sicily about AD 1140 the denomination takes up
nearly all of the reverse. It is questionable how many users of the coin could read the value
but as a new denomination it would help literate businessmen. The denomination seems not
to have been very well received because it was issued for only a few years. We can be sure of
this because the Arabic inscription on the obverse gives the date in the Islamic calendar.
In England marks of value, but no names, began to appear on gold and silver from the mid
sixteenth century. The first base metal coinage in the early seventeenth century consisted of
farthings only so that the name of the denomination was superfluous even if the miserably
small coins had any space to insert the denomination amid the many royal titles on the coin.
The first English coins to show the name of the denomination were the tradesmen’s tokens
which began to proliferate in the mid seventeenth century. Being private issues there were no
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standards set as regarded weight and size or even shape. Initially only halfpenny and farthing
tokens were issued but their varied size was no true indication of their intended value. To
avoid haggling over what value individual tokens represented it must have been necessary to
show the value clearly.
In continental Europe, especially in the area occupied by modern Germany, there were
numerous coin issuing authorities using different monetary systems.

Brandenberg: one sixth thaler, 1663
This coin of Brandenberg shows the denomination in detail, one sixth of a thaler. The ‘VI’ could
be recognised most likely by the illiterate but only the literate could read that it is ‘six to a
reichsthaler’, not six thalers.

Russia: Peter the Great, rouble, 1724, St Peterberg mint.
Until the start of the seventeenth century Russian coinage was like that of early mediaeval
Europe – poorly struck with much of the inscriptions missing. The coinage reforms of Peter the
Great turned it almost overnight into one of the best manufactured anywhere. The value (РУБЛь)
appears prominently in the lower left of the reverse marginal inscription.

Poland: Russian controlled sector, AR ¾ rouble/5 złoty, 1834
When Russia took a third of Poland in the late eighteenth century there was an amalgamation of
two unrelated monetary systems. This 5 złoty (Polish currency) was equivalent to ¾ rouble in the
currency of the new Russian rulers. The two different currencies are also shown in the respective
alphabets. I’m uncertain as to the literacy levels of the Poles but I suspect it was not much higher
than elsewhere in Europe at that time. The workers and peasants could probably recognise the
value, “5”, if they ever handled a large value denomination such as this coin represented. The
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effective exchange rate shown in the design would have been of more use to more literate
accountants and merchants.
In England there seems to have been general indifference to showing the denomination on the
coin, although marks of value, usually in Roman numerals, had been in use since the mid
sixteenth century. Only in the first few years of the nineteenth century did the value appear in full
on silver coinage and even this issue was essentially a token overstruck on Spanish ‘dollars’ by
the Bank of England. The unfamiliar denomination of some tokens, eg. three shillings, would
have necessitated the value being indicated clearly.

England. William IV. 1830-1837. AR Shilling (24mm, 5.68 g, 6h). Dated 1836.
Bare head right / Denomination in two lines; all within wreath; crown above
The coinage of William IV, beginning in 1831, was the first in England to show the
denomination, though only on the shilling and lower values. The reintroduction of the groat (four
pence) also required the value to be shown clearly to avoid confusion with the similarly sized
three pence. The introduction of the florin/two shillings in 1849 required the denomination to be
shown, this being a totally new denomination requiring some identification. The introduction of a
four shilling piece in in 1887 was very short lived, there being no indication of value at all and
the size readily confused with the slightly larger crown. Regular copper coinage did not show the
value until 1860 when there was a change to much smaller flans. Again, the value probably
needed inclusion in the design to make clear the value on what previously had been a much
larger coin.
By the time of Australian Federation all British silver below the value of a crown, and all
copper/bronze, showed the name of the denomination. This doubtless influenced the new
Australian coinage beginning in 1910 which showed the denomination clearly, even more
prominently than the name Australia. Only the sovereign and its half, which were unlikely to be
confused, remained nameless with respect both to value and country of issue.

Lawrence Sherwin
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THE THURN AND TAXIS POST: FOR 400 YEARS
The Tassis family, also known as the Taxis, or the Tasso family, and later still
under the princely name of Thurn & Taxis, started operating a postal services
between Italian city states from 1290 onwards. Omodeo Tasso had established
the Compagna dei Correri in that year. It involved a number of his relatives in
operating a courier service between Milan, Venice and Rome.
Because of its reliability, the Compagna dei Correri began to enjoy the
patronage of the Holy Roman Empire, the Venetian Republic and the Vatican. In
1450 the established another courier service from Bergamo (40km northeast of
Milan) to Vienna. In the 1460 the ‘mail’ service was extended from Innsbruck
(in modern Austria) to Italy and on to the Adriatic coast, and in 1480 a service
commenced from Brussels to Vienna. It was a private family business.

Franz de Tassis (Taxis) 1459-1517

Johann Baptista von Tasso (Taxis) 1470- 1541, who assisted Franz in
setting up the Imperial postal service, but who became the Imperial
Postmaster after his death in 1517.
In 1490 Franz Tasso (Taxis) and his nephew Johann Baptista von Tasso (Taxis)
founded the first official European postal services by an order of the Holy
Roman Roman-German King (and later Emperor) Maximilian. The first
centrally organised postal service they set up was the Netherlands Postal Line.
It was established in 1490 by Franz and Johann (from whom the Regensburg
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dynasty stemmed), between the Court of Maximilian I in Innsbruck and his son
Philip in Brussels, in what was then the Burgundian Netherlands.
In 1501, Holy Roman Emperor Philip I gave the position of Principal
Postmaster for the Imperial Post to Franz de Tassis. Later, in 1615 it became a
hereditary title for the Tassis family. The postal system grew and ended up
serving the far corners of the Holy Roman Empire, which was most of Central
Europe.

Unlike the courier services that had existed until then, the Taxis family
established the first permanent mail service in national form. The letters were
no longer carried by a courier from A to B, but passed on like a baton.
Johann instructed owners of hostelries and crossings at specified distances
(between 15km and 35 km) to have horses ready for the royal couriers and
placed the exchange stations outside city walls so that the letters could be
carried day and night. It was customary that the rides in order to save time take
over the letters from the one before him while riding. This enabled a daily
average distance of 166 kilometres to be covered, which by the standards of the
day represented a transport speed of 6.6 kilometres per hour, including stops.
Following a number of wars and fortuitous marriages, the Hapsburgs, who ruled
the Holy Roman Empire, extended it to include Austria, Germany, most of Italy,
Hungary, Spain, and what is now the Netherlands, Luxembourg and Belgium.
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In the postal convention between King Philip of Spain and Franz von Taxis,
signed on 18 January 1505 in Brussels, journey times were set for the first time
for summer and winter. Subsequently, the journey time on the BrusselsInnsbruck route was 5½ days (6½ days in winter). For the Brussels-Paris route,
Taxis calculated only 44 hours (54 hours in winter). This time was repeatedly
shortened in later postal conventions. Hourly passages of the post were
checked. In the event of war, the Taxis postmasters were responsible for
arranging an alternative route as quickly as possible. They were liable for
compliance with the convention with their body, life and possessions.
The postal conventions of 1505, 1516 in 1517 laid the foundations for the rise
of the Taxis family and subsequent monopoly in historical postal services.
Members of the Taxis family steadily established more and more routes. By the
mid-16th Century this enabled cross-border communication by the Habsburgs
from Antwerp to Naples and from Prague to Seville (by their Compagnia et
Società Tassis).
After a very good marriage to a princess in the 16th Century the Taxis (Tassis)
family were ennobled. They changed their name to Thurn and Taxis. Better
still, in 1695, Leopold I gave the family princely status. This tightened their
grip on the Imperial Post.

The Coat of Arms for the new House of Thurn and Taxis
At the outset, the postal service was not open to private correspondence. Only
letters and parcels from the dynastic area were transported. Without informing
their principals, however, the Taxis family additionally began carrying letter for
outsiders. From 1520 onwards, the transport of private mail on the Netherlands
Postal Line assumed such a volume that that it was initially tolerated and
ultimately approved.
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Along the trade routes, this quickly resulted in the formation of a network. The
foundation was laid for the Imperial Reichspost under the protection of the
Emperor. It became available to any interested party in return for payment. This
saw the operation of the Imperial Reichspost from Brussels from 1500, from
Frankfurt am Main from 1701, and from Regensburg from 1748, by members
of the Thurn and Taxis family. The Imperial Reichspost experienced its peak in
the years before the French Revolution. In 1787, there were 22 Taxis main post
offices and more than 2,500 post offices in Europe.
Unfortunately the French Revolutionary Wars of 1792 and 1802, and the
Napoleonic Wars of 1803 and 1815, heralded the decline the Thurn and Taxis
monopoly. France had invaded almost all of the Holy Roman Empire as well as
the doomed Venetian Republic. After losing the Battle of Austerlitz, the Holy
Roman Emperor Francis II dissolved his Empire. That meant that the office of
the Imperial Postmaster and his Reichspost became redundant and the Thurn
and Taxis family were “out-of-work”.
All was not lost. A plethora of new German states were created, as was the new
Austro-Hungarian Empire. These were combined into what was called the
Confederation of the Rhine. They needed a postal service, so the crafty Thurn
and Taxis family entered into a contract with the Federation. They also went on
to sign contracts with other German States not in the Federation. Unfortunately
for the Thurn and Taxis family, the Confederation only lasted from 1806 to
1813. Napoleon’s failed invasion of Russia brought it undone.
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Confederation of the Rhine
After the final defeat of Napoleon the further carve of Europe after the
Congress of Vienna (1814-1815) the Thurn and Taxis families re-organised.
They set up a private company called Thurn and Taxis Post. It had headquarters
in Frankfurt am Main. They secured contracts to run the postal services in: The Grand Duchy of Hesse
The Duchy of Nassau
The Duchy of Saxe-Weimar
The Duchy of Saxe-Meiningen
The Duchy of Saxe-Coburg & Gotha (ruled by the various King George’s of
England).
The Principalities of Reuss & Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt,
The Free Cities of Hamburg, Bremen, Frankfurt am Main, and Lubeck,
The Principality of Hohenzollern-Hechingen,
The Principality of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen,
The Principalities of Lippe-Dermold and Schaumberg-Lippe.

Some of the other ‘successor’ states (not listed above), like Prussia, ended up
operating their own postal service.

1825 cover posted from Frankfurt to Rheims in France showing the ‘TTR”
(Thurn & Taxis Reichspost) ‘2” postmark.
In 1850 Thurn and Taxis joined the German-Austrian Post Office. This resulted
in the first Thurn and Taxis stamp issues on 1 January 1852. They divided the
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Thurn and Taxis Post into the Northern District which used the Thaler currency
(1 Thaler = 30 Silbergroschen) and the Southern District which used the Gulden
currency (1 Gulden = 60 Kreuzers).

Thurn and Taxis Southern District stamps

Thurn and Taxis Northern District stamp issues
After the defeat of Austro-Hungary in the War of 1859, in Germany
the Nationalverein (National Union) initiated agitation for a new federal union,
the former advocating Prussian leadership. Liberal writers and politicians
began to advance plans for the reform of the German Confederation - and that’s
what happened. It led to the Prussian Post Office taking over the administration
of the postal administrations operated by the Thurn and Taxis Company on 1
July 1867.
Prussia gave them compensation of 3 million Thaler. At that time Prussia only
had a stamp issues in Sillbergroschen, so their 1867 stamp issues were suitable
for the Thurn and Taxis Southern District.
All were finally absorbed into the postal system of the new German Empire
after 1871. It was around this time nationalization and centralization of most
postal systems took place.
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Prussia finally united all of the German States in 1871

A Thurn and Taxis Mail Coach
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St Emmeram Castle in Regensburg, home of the Thurn and Taxis family since
1748

1967 Deutsche Post 30pf stamp showing Franz de Tasso

1857 cover from Mainz to Geissen posted on 11 January 1857
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1863 cover (a pre-stamped envelope) posted at Nackenheim, but with a
Bodenhein date-stamp, to Osterspai in the Rhineland Palatinate

Thurn and Taxis Northern District Jena 30 Dec 1859 to Walden NY USA ‘via
Liverpool England

1852 cover to Ebenezer in ‘up-State’ New York (near Buffalo),, U.S.A. with
Thurn and taxis Southern District stamps. It sold for US$4,250
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An 1851 Thurn and Taxis cover posted from Homburg 7 AUG 1861 to New York. It
sold for US$1700

There were probably a number of Thurn & Taxis covers posted to the Australian
Colonies too, but they are very hard to find and would come cheap enough for
your editor to even consider. The stamps are no bargain either. The Stanley
Gibbons German catalogue lists 44 stamps for the Northern District and 85 for
the Southern District, all of similar designs.
This article has been written to help understand the importance of this 400year-old postal system. It was the first true European postal system.

The massive former Thurn & Taxis Postal Centre in Brussels is currently being renovated.
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